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CES Graduation Ceremony

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President of UC and Adviser to Samdech Techo
Prime Minister, presented a certificate to one of the CES graduates.
One hundred eighty-eight graduates of
the Center for English Studies (CES) program at the University of Cambodia (UC)
were awarded certificates at the CES graduation ceremony on January 29, 2011, in the
UC Conference Center. H.E. Dr. Kao Kim
Hourn, President of UC and Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister, presented the
graduates their certificates, with the help of
Dr. Angus Munro, VP for Academics, and
Por Malis, VP for Operations.
Dr. Kao delivered the keynote address
and congratulated the graduates on their
achievements. He said that the ceremony was
an important milestone for them and that developing their competency in English would
provide the graduates with greater opportunities in life. This is also why the University
decided to use English as the medium of instruction for all academic courses, he noted.
Dr. Kao then emphasized the importance of
developing good habits in the pursuit of success. In addition to working hard, he encouraged the graduates to get up early, score the
highest on their exams, plan for the future,
and feel good about their achievements. The
graduates must continue to work hard, he
said, because they will have to compete with

other students from the region and around
the world for the most highly coveted jobs.
Towards the end of his address, he challenged the graduates to “be the best of the
best,” and to start and complete their Bachelor’s Degree programs early.
“We want to see every UC student become successful in life,” Dr. Kao said, adding
that success will not come easy if people are
unwilling to work hard for it. He ended his
address by welcoming the graduates to the
academic degree program.
Three of the CES graduates were recognized for earning a “B+”average grade and
were awarded with high academic achievement at the ceremony. The three students
were Chea Sopheareth, Prak Sela, and Sao
Lay Hour; the University commends them
for their hard work and academic excellence.
Vireak Pakrinhapich’s, a CES graduate,
delivered a short speech as the student representative of the graduating class. He expressed his gratitude to the University and to
CES instructors for teaching the graduates,
and then shared that the CES program helped
him improve his speaking, reading, writing,
and listening skills. These skills will help students be more competitive at school and in
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Unless otherwise noted, Mr. By Bunsothearith and
the Administration Team took a large majority of the
pictures in this edition, so thank you to all of them for
their contributions.
Articles and Edits:
Thank you to H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn and the UC
Executive Team for their edits and contributions
to the articles, including providing information and
pictures about the events.

Editor’s Note:

This edition of The UC Bulletin features
several articles about successful students
and faculty members at the University,
which made me think about all the
other amazing students and instructors
in this country.
To all of these students and instructors,
both at UC and at other institutions, I
say ‘thank you.’
Thank you to all of the talented educators in this world who commit to sharing
their knowledge, expertise, and experience with the younger generation.You
are truly exceptional and very much
appreciated.
And thank you to all the students who
continue to be curious learners, ask
questions, explore new ideas, and grow
so they can improve their lives and the
lives of others.
Seng-Dao Keo
Editor, The UC Bulletin
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CES graduates posed for picures with H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn (center),
President of UC and Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister, Dr. Angus
Munro,Vice President for Academic Affairs, Malis Por,Vice President for
Operations, and CES instructors after the ceremony.

(CES Graduation - Continued from page 1)
the workplace, he said, and will help them
strengthen their relationships with friends
and family members. He plans to pursue a
Bachelor’s degree in economics at UC, and
hopes to study abroad in the future.
Lor Channy, another CES graduate, said
she believes the UC CES program is a good
program for students because it prepares
them to enter an academic program. If students do not take part in the CES program,
she said, they risk entering the academic
courses underprepared as a result of their
inability to comprehend English. For exam-

ple, she continued, they may struggle to understand complex text they are required to
read for their courses or they may fall behind
because they do not understand the lecturers, who instruct in English at UC. This is
why the CES program is important for students, she said. Miss Channy plans to study
law at UC and hopes to one day become a
judge in Cambodia. Like many of her peers,
she hopes to study abroad in China and continue her pursuit of higher education.

UC Donates Scholarships
The University of Cambodia (UC) has
donated 10 scholarships to the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports (MoEYS) for
the upcoming academic year. The scholarships
will be awarded to 10 academically talented
students selected by MoEYS and are worth
a total of US$ 33,000.
The scholarships will cover full tuition
fees at UC and the fees for the Center for
English Studies (CES) program, where
students can develop their English language
skills prior to entering the academic program
at UC. All academic courses at UC are
conducted in English.
Recipients of the UC scholarships

can pursue undergraduate degrees from a
variety of majors in the Colleges of Arts &
Humanities, Education, Law, Management,
Science & Technology, and Social Sciences.
Since its opening in 2003, the University
of Cambodia has provided scholarships
to academically gifted students through its
annual scholarship programs, including the
Hun Sen-Handa National Scholarships.
It is proud to continue supporting the
educational pursuits of Cambodia’s most
talented students, as well as the development
of human resources in the country.

Visit the University of Cambodia online at www.uc.edu.kh

UC Offers Sincere Condolences to Japan

LEFT: (left to right) H.E. Samraing Kamsan, Lok Chumteav Khem Rany, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Dr. Angus Munro,
and Peter Tan Keo offered their condolences to the victims of the earthquake and devastating tsunami in Japan.
RIGHT: Members of the UC community participated in a moment of silence to honor the victims. H.E. Dr. Kao
Kim Hourn, President of UC and Adviser to the Samdech Techo Prime Minister, led the moment of silence.
Members of the University of Cambodia
(UC) community offered their sincere
sympathies to the people of Japan in a
condolence ceremony at UC on March 19,
eight days after the country was devastated
by a magnitude 9 earthquake and tsunami.
Over 250 people attended the event to sign
condolence books and donate money to help
victims in the disaster-stricken country.
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, UC President
and Personal Adviser to Samdech Techo
Prime Minister, delivered the keynote address
at the event and led the UC community
in a moment of silence for victims of the
earthquake and tsunami. H.E. Samraing

Kamsan, Senior Adviser to the President of
UC and Secretary of State for the Ministry
of Culture and Fine Arts, also expressed his
profound sorrow and condolences to the
people of Japan at the somber ceremony.
A team from UC delivered the condolence
books, donation (US$568; 3,618,200 riel; and
S$10), and flowers to the Embassy of Japan
in Phnom Penh on March 23. H.E. Dr. Kao
led the team and was accompanied by Lok
Chumteav Khem Rany, Director General of
Southeast Asia Television (SEATV), H.E.
Samraing Kamsan, and several members
of the UC Executive Team, including
Dr. Angus Munro, Vice President for

Academic Affairs, Malis Por, Vice President
for Operations, and Peter Tan Keo, Vice
President for Strategy, Development, and
International Cooperation. Chanty Pisal
and Sokkhea Gechchheng, both Officers
of the UC Student Senate (UCSS), also
attended the condolence book ceremony as
representatives of the student body.
The UC community expresses its grief
and profound sorrow for the Japanese
people, and its thoughts and prayers are
with them. We have full confidence that the
Japanese government can help its people
overcome this, and wish Japan a speedy
recovery.

Lt. General Dr. Nem Sowath:

Lt. General Dr. Nem Sowath discussed the national
defense policy and peacekeeping operations in his
keynote address at UC.
On December 29, 2010, the University of Cambodia (UC)
hosted a talk on “Cambodia’s National Defense Policy and The Role

National Defense Policy
and Peacekeeping Operations

of RCAF in Regional Security.” The lecture was delivered by H.E.
Lt. General Dr. Nem Sowath, and is another in the Distinguished
Lecture Series.
Lt. General Dr. Nem Sowath currently serves as the Advisor
and Director of Cabinet of Deputy Prime Minister Tea Banh, Office
of the Council of Ministers, and Director General of the General
Department of Policy and Foreign Affairs, Ministry of National
Defense. He is an alumnus of the University of Cambodia, receiving
a PhD in Political Science in 2008. He also holds a Master in Public
Management (MPM), from the National University of Singapore.
Lt. General Dr. Nem Sowath’s lecture addressed issues relating
to border defense, counter-terrorism, peacekeeping operations
(PKO) capabilities, maritime security, and other defense and social
challenges. He delivered two power point presentations, one on
“National Defense Policy and Strategic Defense Plan” and another
on “ASEAN Defense Ministerial Meeting.”
The Distinguished Lecture Series invites prominent figures to
share their views and thoughts about important issues facing our
nation and society. Peter Tan Keo, VP for Strategy, Development
and International Cooperation, moderated the event.
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Distinguished Professor Wang Yong
Hopes to Build Partnership with UC
in creating a new
major
focused
on
Cambodian
Studies, and hopes
that UC can help
it to establish the
program and can
send instructors to
teach courses there,
according to Dr.
Wang.
“The University
realizes
the
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn (right), President of UC and
importance
of
Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister, presented
Cambodia,”
said
Dr.
Professor Wang Yong (left) with a gift from UC.
Wang, who proposed
The University of Cambodia (UC) was
the
Cambodian
honored to host a visit from Distinguished Studies program at Guangdong, which
Professor Wang Yong of Guangdong currently offers six other Southeast Asian
University of Foreign Studies on February 4, languages, except the Khmer language.
2011. H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President
He also offered his help to UC in
of UC and Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime establishing a Japanese and Chinese Studies
Minister, graciously welcomed Dr. Wang and program.
his family and friends to the University. Dr.
Dr. Kao said that UC would be happy to
Kao also extended his sincere appreciation, support the development of a Cambodian
on behalf of Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Studies program at Guangdong, and that
Chancellor of UC and Adviser to the Royal UC is moving ahead to create a Japanese
Government of Cambodia, to Dr. Wang for and Chinese Studies program here. The
paying a visit to the University.
University is also willing to share knowledge
In the meeting, which was attended and explore possible faculty exchanges with
by several members of the UC team, Dr. Guangdong University.
Kao and Dr. Wang discussed opportunities
“I am very happy that we are meeting and
for academic cooperation between the agree to work together on these areas,” said
two universities. Guangdong is interested

Dr. Kao, adding that there are many areas of
cooperation the two universities can work
on.
UC is excited to build a partnership with
Guangdong University, particularly with
Dr. Wang, and is currently exploring the
possibility of signing a Memorandum of
Understand (MOU) with Guangdong.
After the meeting, Peter Tan Keo, Vice
President for Strategy, Development and
International Cooperation, and Kong
Rathana, University Registrar and Deputy
Director of the Office of Administration,
accompanied Dr. Wang and his party
on a tour of the new UC campus and
the Southeast Asia Television (SEATV)
facilities. UC also hosted a dinner at Tonle
Bassac Restaurant for the distinguished
visitors, during which members of UC
and Dr. Wang’s group continued to discuss
opportunities for academic cooperation
and learned more about the two countries’
culture and traditions.
Dr. Wang is a renowned scholar in the
field of Japanese and Chinese Studies,
particularly in terms of culture, exchanges,
and history. He has published over 10 books
on these topics, and has played an integral
role in the advancement of academic
and empirical knowledge throughout the
region and globe. Dr. Wang also served as a
former professor of Dr. Handa, who helped
introduce Dr. Wang to UC.

UC Meets with Ralph Cossa, President of
Pacific Forum CSIS
On March 11, the University of Cambodia (UC) had the pleasure
of hosting a meeting with Mr. Ralph Cossa, President of the Pacific
Forum CSIS in Honolulu, Hawaii. H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, UC
President and Personal Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister
Hun Sen, Secretary of State for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, facilitated the meeting along with other
UC senior level staff members.
Dr. Kao exchanged pleasantries and provided strategic input
to Mr. Ralph Cossa, particularly in preparation for the 7th Asia
Economic Forum (AEF). The AEF is sponsored by IFAC and
(Top left to right) Peter Tan Keo, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn,
Por Malis, Bandol Lim, and H.E. Samraing Kamsan
welcomed Ralph Cossa (far left) to UC.
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(Pacific Forum CSIS - Continued on page 5)

JCI Delegation Visits UC

LEFT: Members of the UC Executive Team met with a delegation from Junior Chamber International (JCI).
RIGHT: H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn (right), President of UC and Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister, presented
Raju Khatri (left),Vice President of JCI World, with a gift on behalf of the University.
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President
of the University of Cambodia (UC) and
Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister,
met with Raju Khatri, Vice President of
the Junior Chamber International (JCI)
World, on March 9 at UC. Dr. Angus
Munro, Vice President for Academics,
Por Malis, Vice President for Operations,
and Peter Tan Keo, Vice President for
Strategy, Development, and International
Cooperation, joined Dr. Kao in welcoming
the six-person delegation from JCI, which
also included Sila Chy Thmor, President of
JCI Cambodia. The purpose of the meeting
was to share knowledge and strengthen the

relationship between the University and the
organization.
JCI Cambodia was established last year
for the purposes of helping to build the
skills and capacity of young people. The
organization has conducted over a dozen
trainings focused on leadership and business
skills, and is currently working on other
educational projects.
Mr. Khatri expressed the organization’s
interest in helping to develop active and
engaged citizens, and in connecting young
Cambodians with society and development.
Dr. Kao graciously thanked the delegation
for their visit to UC, and also shared that he

supports training and volunteer opportunities
for young Cambodians. Students need to be
able to connect classroom theories with real
world applications and practices, according
to Dr. Kao, and the opportunities offered by
JCI Cambodia can help them to accomplish
this. He also spoke about the development
and rapid expansion of the University, as
well as UC’s commitment to delivering highquality education to university students.
The University of Cambodia supports
the academic development and civic
engagement of young people, and looks
forward to strengthening its relationship
with JCI Cambodia.

(Pacific Forum CSIS - Continued from page 4 )
WSD under the Chairmanship of Dr.
Haruhisa Handa. Dr. Handa is Founder and
President of the International Foundation
for Arts and Culture; Chancellor of The
University of Cambodia; Chairman of World
Mate; Adviser to the Royal Government of
Cambodia; and Adviser to Samdech Techo
Prime Minister Hun Sen. The AEF is hosted
by the University of Cambodia.
During the meeting, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn
suggested three main points to Mr. Cossa.
First, Dr. Kao extended his warm invitation
to Mr. Cossa to speak at the 7th AEF,
where he will participate in Plenary Session
II: Regional Peace and Security. During
the meeting, Mr. Cossa reaffirmed his
enthusiasm in being a part of this important
dialogue among global and regional experts.
Second, Dr. Kao raised the issue of
providing an opportunity to WSD-Handa
Fellows who are emerging leaders in the
Asia-Pacific region. Dr. Kao also discussed

the opportunity for Fellows to present their
thoughts during Plenary Session IV: Next
Generation Views of the Future of Asia,
during the 7th AEF. Mr. Cossa will bring 20
Fellows with him to Cambodia to attend the
7th AEF, and has also asked the University
of Cambodia to identify 10 emerging young
leaders in Cambodia. Those leaders are
between the ages of 22 and 35, and they have
earned at least a BA in Asian Studies, Security,
Political Science, Economics, Development,
and other related degrees. Leaders must
also be proficient in speaking, reading, and
writing English. Those leaders also do not
have to be Cambodian natives; they can
be foreign students, junior researchers, or
professors working in Cambodia.
Third, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn will also
facilitate a meeting for the WSD-Handa
Fellows with high-level government officials
to include Samdech Techo Prime Minister
Hun Sen, H.E. Sok An, Deputy Prime

Ralph Cossa will speak in a plenary
session at the upcoming 7th AEF
hosted by UC’s Asia Leadership
Center and will also bring 20 Fellows
to attend the event.
Minister, Minister in charge of the Council
of Ministers, and H.E. Im Sethy, Minister of
Education, Youth, and Sport.
The University of Cambodia is excited
about the opportunity to build a stronger
partnership with the Pacific Forum CSIS.
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Tulane University Freeman School of
Business Signs MOU with UC
The University of Cambodia (UC) signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with Tulane University Freeman School of
Business in New Orleans, Louisiana. The
Freeman School is the only nationally ranked
business school in the Gulf South region of
the United States
The MOU seeks to fulfill a number
of core objectives to engage academic
cooperation. The end goal is to advance
learning through empirical research and
knowledge sharing.
Those objectives are to:
1.
Encourage faculty exchanges from
one university to the other;
2.
Facilitate the admission of
qualified students to enroll in
undergraduate and graduate programs;
3.
Promote international
understanding by student exchanges and

research collaboration, with particular
regard to Media and Communications;
4.
Foster exchange of academic
publications and information; and
5.
Promote other activities that
enhance the above-mentioned goals.
The University of Cambodia was
founded in 2003, and embraces a strong
culture of 1) pursuing empirical knowledge
through systematic research, 2) encouraging
intellectual stimulation and growth, 3)
learning across the spectrum and lifespan, 4)
supporting innovation and critical thinking,
not simple rote memorization, and 5)
improving society by reinvesting intellectual
and social capital.
The Freeman School, established in
1914, offers programs including Bachelor of
Science in Management, Master of Business
Administration (MBA), Executive MBA,

Professional MBA, Master of Accounting,
Master of Finance, Master of Management,
Master of Risk Management, Master
of Global Management, and Doctor of
Philosophy. It also offers Executive MBA,
Professional MBA, and Master of Finance
programs in satellite campuses located in
Houston, Texas. The School currently
partners with international institutions in
Chile, China, Colombia, Mexico, Taiwan,
and Venezuela to offer the Executive MBA
program, in addition to faculty development
Ph.D. programs.
Both institutions share a commitment to
the educational demands of globalization.
Each also recognizes the importance of
expanding and enriching opportunities for
students in Cambodia and the United States.
Signing the MOU is one critical step in the
right direction to a more advanced and
educated Cambodia.

Staying Connected Through the UC
Alumni
Association
By Nguon Setha, UC Student

Sean Thorninn, President of UCAA,
and the other UCAA officers
welcome the participation of all
alumni in the association.
The University of Cambodia Alumni
Association (UCAA) is a growing
organization with big aspirations. The
University of Cambodia (UC) established
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UCAA in March 2009 with the participation
of hundreds of alumni.
According to Sean Thorninn, President
of UCAA and a part-time instructor in the
College of Management, the objectives of
UCAA include serving both students and
alumni while supporting the university;
developing alumni opportunities to network
and socialize; providing alumni and students
lifelong connections to each other and the
University of Cambodia (UC); bringing
personal and professional benefits to alumni,
students, staff and faculty, and the University;
and contributing to social and community
development activities.
The short term goals of UCAA are
to strengthen its organizational structure
and management framework, host a few
workshops related to career development,
organize an event that allows alumni to
network and share their experiences, and
contribute to at least one social or community
development activity.
For its long term goals, UCAA plans

to raise funds for local and international
scholarships for poor students who wish
to pursue their degrees at UC, help the
University organize student exchange
programs, and successful implement its
short term goals.
Dr. Y Ratana, Dean of Undergraduates
Studies and Foundation Year, said that
UCAA helps students to connect with each
other even though they have graduated
from the University and work at different
institutions.
‘’UCAA is important to guide and share
[the] experiences of former UC students to
current UC students through workshops
or conferences, and to give feedback to the
University,’’ said Dr. Y Ratana.
Although UCAA formed two years ago,
some students still do not know about the
organization and the benefits of joining it.
‘’I used to hear about UCAA, but I don’t
know. . .[its]. . .function and its benefits,’’
said Kheam Lavy, a UC student majoring in
English Literature studying in term four.

(UCAA - Continued on page 7)

PHD Hosts Training Course at UC
By Yon Phanith (UC Student)

In cooperation with the University
of Cambodia (UC), the People Health
Development (PHD) Association organized
a training and informational session on
HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted diseases
(STD), sexual and reproductive health, and
drugs. The training session was conducted
on March 19-20 at UC.
Twenty students, 10 male and 10 female,
participated in the training session, which
aimed to increase students’ awareness of
HIV/AIDS, STDs, sexual and reproductive
health, and drugs, as well as to promote
access to knowledge, particularly in regards
to accurate information about sexual and
reproductive health care and voluntary blood
testing services. It also aimed to strengthen
relationships and the rights of youth by
providing knowledge and promoting open
discussions.
Ou Rattanak, Executive Director of
PHD, said that students will have a better
understanding of AIDS and sexual health
after the session, and they can protect
themselves from the risks. Students can also
share their new knowledge from that day
with their friends and society members.
“What we teach today will not only let
students know [about] what AIDS is, but

[will] also avert it,”
he said.
Students
who
participated in the
training
learned
about
abstinence
and safe sex. They
learned how to
use condoms in a
safe manner and
about where to get
appropriate health
services, including
trained professionals
they can contact if they suspect they have
HIV.
Por Malis, Vice President for Operations
at UC, said during the opening remarks
that the course will bring students new
knowledge related to health issues. She
encouraged students not to be ashamed
while studying, and that they should use
their time to learn effectively. She also told
students to be careful and stay away from
problems because they can jeopardize their
future.
Lim Siden, a student majoring in English
who took part in the training, said that after
completing the session, she felt she gained
a great deal of knowledge. Previously, she
had only known about AIDS, but had not
known about ways to prevent it. However,
now she has a clear understanding of how
to protect herself from the disease. She also
added that she will educate her friends to
stay away from drugs and to be aware of
how to care for their sexual health.
“The training course not only improved
our knowledge, but also [helped us] develop
rapport with other students,” said Siden.
The training session played a vital role in
raising awareness about the risks of AIDS
and drugs. It also encouraged students to

share information with their friends in a bid
to reduce the rate of AIDS infections and
drug use in society
Nor Sophearith, a UC student who also
participated in the training, said that the
program was very useful for him because,
in school, he only studies material related
to his major and not about social or health
issues. Through this training, he learned
about social and health issues. He added
that the course also allowed students to have
interviews with people who have AIDS.
Students will have an opportunity to better
understand the conditions and problems of
AIDS victims, and to encourage the victims
to continue living with dignity and hope.
Like Siden, Sophearith is determined
to share his knowledge with friends and

association functions well, it will offer many
benefits to UC, its students, and alumni.
He also shared that the elected officers of
UCAA have a two-year mandate; after that,
new officers will be elected by alumni at an
annual meeting. Candidates are nominated
by themselves or their friends to run for
one of the five UCAA officer positions:
President, Vice President of Administrative
Affairs, Vice President of Technical Affairs,

Treasurer, and Secretary.
Last year, UCAA hosted a workshop at
UC on career development, the development
of microfinance institutions (MFIs) in
Cambodia, and work opportunities at Amret
MFI. This year, it hopes to garner even
more support from other UC alumni and
invites the UC community to partake in its
activities.

During the training session
other youth who do not yet have a clear
understanding about the risks associated
with AIDS and drugs. He realizes that
students who share knowledge they have
learned from others are contributing to
society’s progress.
“If we keep our understanding or put it in
practice only for ourselves, it seems useless
for the whole society,” said Sophearith.

(UCAA - Continued from page 6 )
She added that she participated in a
workshop hosted by UCAA in the past,
and that she will register for this association
once she completes her degree because it is
important for graduates.
Mr. Sean Thorninn said that it is simple
to enroll in UCAA. Once a student graduates
from UC and has filled out the alumni
application, he or she will be automatically
registered in UCAA. He added that if the
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Best 2009-2010 Academic Year Students
By Dr. angus munro (Vice President for Academic Affairs)
Each Academic Year, we recognise the best of our undergraduate students, provided that they have already completed their Foundation
Year and done at least 13 courses over the three terms: those who have scored an ‘A’ overall are nominated to the Chancellor’s List, whilst
those who have scored a ‘B+’ overall are nominated to the President’s List.
A total of 58 students scored an overall ‘B+’ grade in Academic Year 2009-10; there were no students with straight ‘A’s. Five of the
students were transfer students. The following table provides a breakdown by College, and the proportion of female students.
				
Proportion of Females
		
College			
(% of all UG Students)*		
Arts & Humanities
		
51%				
Education		
		
67%
			
Law			
		
33%
			
Management		
		
51%				
Social Sciences
			
23%			
Science & Technology
		
8.2%				
TOTAL				
46%				
*Associate and Bachelor’s

President’s List
Total Number 		
Percentage of Females
13			
77%
--		
-1			
0%
32			
68%
8			
62.5%
4			
0%
58			
63%

It is notable that, whilst all awardees satisfied the criterion of doing at least 13 courses over the academic year, 23 nominees (40%, of
whom 74% were female) did one more course in another session during Term III.
The data relating to President’s List nominees show that:
1.
The College of Management had the largest number of nominees (as well as the highest proportion of its enrollment:
		
data not shown).
2.
The Colleges of Arts & Humanities and Social Sciences ranked second and third, respectively, in number of nominees
		
(with the reverse ranking in terms of the proportion of their enrollment on the list).
3.
The College of Law had the lowest proportion of its enrollment nominated to the list for those Colleges where there
		
were nominees.
4.
Overall, female students did better than male students: they constitute almost two-thirds of those on the list, compared
		
with less than half of the undergraduate population as a whole.
5.
This was despite no representation from the Colleges of Law and Science & Technology.
The following are the undergraduate students who qualified for the President’s List, based on their consistent overall performance
throughout Academic Year 2009-2010. This will be recorded in their academic transcripts.
An Putratha (Business Management)			
Ban Leakhena (International Relations)			
Chan Raksa (International Relations)			
Chea Nich (Business Management)			
Chea Ratha (Finance and Banking)			
Chea Sokty (Business Management)			
Chheang Sokunthea (English Literature)		
Chheng Sovannka (English Literature)			
Chhim Lin (English Literature)			
Chhoeung Norinmony (Finance and Banking)		
Chhuon Panha (Law)				
Eang Kimleang (Business Management)			
Heng Kim Chy (Economics)				
Heng Sokly (English Literature)			
Hok Siem (Finance and Banking)			
Houn Soriya (International Relations)			
Ieng Chankreusna (Finance and Banking)		
Kang Leang Im (Accounting)			
Kang Leangpoar (English Literature)			
Keo Buntheng (International Relations)			

PRESIDENT’S LIST

Kheang Somanita (English Literature)		
Kim Borithy (English Literature)			
Kleang Thynin (Information Technology)		
Kong Chetra (English Literature)		
Lam Sothea (Accounting)			
Long Geklourng (Finance and Banking)		
Ly Heng (Business Management)		
Ly Sokchou (Business Management)		
Meas Lenh (Finance and Banking)		
Meng Seng Kry (Economics)			
Morm Sambathrathmanith (Internat. Relations)
Ngoun Wathana (Finance and Banking)
Nhan Kongkearith (Information Technology)
Nut Ngounheng (English Literature)		
Penh Pilika (English Literature)			
Phal Nyveara (Finance and Banking)		
Phal Sereiratha (Computer Science)		
Poch Kanha (Accounting)			
Pouk Sopheap (Finance and Banking)
Prom Pharavatey (Finance and Banking)

Run Serei Mealea (English Literature)
Saya Molika (Business Management)
Sngin Sovann On (Marketing)
Sok Ao Sreileak (Accounting)
Sok Sovatha (International Relations)
Sok Vann Chanry (Accounting)
Sor Sunheang (English Literature)
Sovann Monyroth (Finance and Banking)
Sreng Leakhena (Business Management)
Suon Sokha (Accounting)
Taing Leng (English Literature)
Tepken Vannkorn (Info. Technology)
Thul Si Borann (Economics)
Tum Narita (Finance and Banking)
Ty Bros (Finance and Banking)
Ung Sokkim (International Relations)
Yang Leaphea (International Relations)
Yon Sokhorn (Finance and Banking)

The students are to be congratulated on their hard work; it is hoped that this will encourage them to continue to do so, and other students
to try harder in order to also earn this distinction in later terms.
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Best Undergraduate Students,
Term III (2009-2010)
By Dr. angus munro (Vice President for Academic Affairs)
Every term, we recognise the best of our undergraduate students, provided that they have done the minimum number of courses during
that term (three for Term III, when there are no Foundation Year students): those who have scored an ‘A’ overall are nominated to the VicePresident’s List, whilst those who have scored a ‘B+’ overall are put on the Dean’s List.
There were 14 students with straight ‘A’s in Term III of Academic Year 2009-10, whilst another 245 students scored an overall ‘B+’ grade.
Two of the students on the Dean’s List were transfer students. The following table provides a breakdown by College.
				
		
		
Proportion of Females
College 		
(% of all UC Students)
Arts & Humanities		
51%			
Education			
67%
		
Law				
33%
		
Management			
51%			
Social Sciences
		
23%			
Science & Technology		
8.2%			
TOTAL			
46%			

Vice President’s List		
Total
Percentage 		
Number
of Females		
6		
83%		
--		
--		
--		
--		
5		
60%		
3		
0%		
--		
--		
14		
57%		

Dean’s List
Total 		
Percentage
Number		
of Females
59		
58%
--		
-20		
20%
99		
52%
41		
71%
27		
7.4%
246		
48%

*Associate and Bachelor’s

It is notable that, whilst all awardees satisfied the criterion of doing at least three courses in Term III, two nominees (14%; both female)
for the Vice-President’s List and another 24 (10%; 54% female) for the Dean’s List did one more course in another session.
The data show that:
1.
Comparable numbers of students were nominated for the Vice-President’s List from the Colleges of Arts & Humanities and
Management.
2.
Although only half this number were nominated from the College of Social Sciences, this represented more than 2% of that
College’s total enrollment – the highest for any College (about 1% of all undergraduate students qualified for the Vice-		
President’s List).
3.
For the Dean’s List, a quarter or more of all students in the Colleges of Law, Management and Social Sciences qualified, with
the highest proportion in the last of these Colleges; despite the relatively large numbers of nominees, the College of Arts &
Humanities ranked fifth, with about an eighth of its students qualifying.
4.
The percentage of female students on the Vice-President’s List was higher than for the overall undergraduate population; this
difference was much more pronounced when the data for the College of Arts & Humanities were considered.
5.
On the other hand, the proportion of female students on the Dean’s List was comparable with that for the undergraduate
population as a whole, but there are clear differences between Colleges, with the greatest proportion of female students in Social
Sciences and the smallest proportion in Science & Technology, amongst those Colleges represented (Education has only a small
number of students at present).
The following are the undergraduate students who qualified for the Vice-President’s List.
VICE-PRESIDENT’S LIST

Chey Phalsokun (English Literature)					
Chhim Lin (English Literature)						
Chorn Sophannak (English Literature)					
Eng Ramin (International Relations)					
Keo Buntheng (International Relations)					
Kheang Somanita (English Literature)					
Lak Chansok (International Relations)					

Lim Nguon (Economics)
Nuth Sohoundany (English Literature)
Penh Pilika (English Literature)
Prom Pharavatey (Finance and Banking)
Sann Sethvitou (Finance and Banking)
Vong Sopheap (Accounting)
Yon Sokhorn (Finance and Banking)

(Best Students Term III - Continued on page 10)
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(Best Students Term III - Continued from page 9)
The following are the undergraduate students who qualified for the Dean’s List.
An Borith (Information Technology)		
An Putratha (Business Management)		
Ban Chenda (Finance and Banking)		
Ban Leakhena (International Relations)		
Boreth Vathana (Information Technology)
Chan Chamroeun (Information Technology)
Chan Raksa (International Relations)		
Chann Ratha (Marketing)			
Chanty Pisal (HRM)			
Chea Mengsreng (Law)			
Chea Nich (Business Management)		
Chea Pechborasy (Business Management)
Chea Ratha (Finance and Banking)		
Chea Sokly (English Literature)		
Chea Sokty (Business Management)		
Chea Sokty (Information Technology)		
Chea Sokunthea (English Literature)		
Chem Kimseng (English Literature)		
Chen Narin (Law)				
Chen Sopheap (Business Management)		
Chhan Pheak (Law)			
Chhang Samnang (English Literature)		
Chhat Udom (Law)			
Chhay Daroth (Finance and Banking)		
Chhay Raksmey (International Relations)
Chheang Sokkheang (English Literature)
Chheang Sokunthea (English Literature)
Chheng Sovannka (English Literature)		
Chhiv Chhun Hak (Business Management)
Chhiv Chhun Heng (Business Management)
Chhoeun Pheakdey (Information Technology)
Chhoeung Norinmony (Finance and Banking)
Chhun Seakkeav (English Literature)		
Chhun Sovankongkea (Economics)		
Chhuon Panha (Law)			
Chin Rathana (Finance and Banking)		
Chin Vathana (Business Management)		
Ching Rith (Finance and Banking)		
Chon Sokkhin (Business Management)		
Chuon Vichheka (Marketing)		
Diep Soksereyors (International Relations)
Dok Sokmey (English Literature)		
Doung Dara Cheysith (International Relations)
Ea Rethy (Economics)			
Eang Kimleang (Business Management)		
Ek Pichmony (English Literature)		
Em Sarath (Finance and Banking)		
Eung Kimmuyly (International Relations)
Hây Nita (English Literature)		
Heng Channeath (English Literature)		
Heng Geklim (Information Technology)
Heng Mory (International Business)		
Heng Parigna (Information Technology)
Heng Sokha (Information Technology)		
Heng Sokly (English Literature)		
Heng Sovandaly (Business Management)
Hoeu Sotheara (Law)			
Hok Leakhena (English Literature)		
Hong Srey Pov (Economics)			
Hor Kenrany (English Literature)		
Hou Nyremo (English Literature)		
Houn Sakphea (Accounting)			
Houn Soriya (International Relations)		
Houng Dina (Finance and Banking)		
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DEAN’S LIST

Kim Mea (Business Management)		
Kim Tila (Information Technology)		
Kleang Thynin (Information Technology)		
Ko Bunthoun (International Relations)		
Kok Sisorady (International Relations)		
Kom Kimheng (English Literature)		
Kong Chetra (English Literature)		
Kong Malika (English Literature)		
Kong Nary (Accounting)			
Kong Sovanmony (English Literature)		
Koy Piseth (Law)				
Kuch Maryna (Accounting)			
Kuch Vireak (Economics)			
Kuoch Chanchamroeun (International Relations)
Ky Sochet (Economics)			
Lam Sothea (Accounting)			
Lay Sarom (Law)				
Lay Sophanith (Economics)			
Leam Sunleang (Business Management)		
Leang Vandaro (Law)				
Lem Muy Hour (English Literature)		
Long Dina (English Literature)			
Lor Chhayseng (International Relations)		
Lour Sokna (English Literature)			
Ly Bun Heng (Business Management)		
Ly Buntha (English Literature)			
Ly Chenda (Business Management)		
Ly Heng (Business Management)		
Ly Sievleang (International Relations)		
Ly Sok Heng (Information Technology)		
Li Sokchou (Business Management)		
Ly Sophy (English Literature)			
Mao Dina (Law)				
Mao Sovanrithy (Information Technology)		
May Sam Ath (Finance and Banking)		
Meas Boremey (English Literature)		
Men Raksmey (Finance and Banking)		
Meng Seng Kry (Economics)			
Meng Serey Rachana (International Relations)
Menh Kimsin (English Literature)		
Mey Samedy (English Literature)		
Moeun Ly Horn (Business Management)		
Mon Chhor Vorn (English Literature)		
Morm Sambathrathmanith (International Relations)
Moul Sarath (Business Management)		
Moung Bona (Information Technology)		
Nasy Lika (English Literature)			
Nget Sam Ath (Economics)			
Nget Sina (Computer Science)			
Ngoun Soksan (Economics)			
Ngoun Wathana (Finance and Banking)		
Ngov Houtchhay (Law)			
Nguon Chhay Leang (Business Management)
Nguon Samnang (Business Management)		
Nhan Kongkearith (Information Technology)
Nhan Socheata (Economics)			
Nhean Chakrya (Accounting)			
Noan Sereiboth (Economics)			
Noch Sophuong (International Relations)		
Noev Sophea (International Relations)		
Norn Soreimeas (International Relations)		
Nuon Sovan Vatey (International Relations)		
Nut Ngounheng (English Literature)		
Ny Chan Lyda (International Relations)		

Pouk Sopheap (Finance and Banking)
Prou Marin (Finance and Banking)
Prum Srey Lynet (English Literature)
Ratha Pisey (Finance and Banking)
Roeun Sovanny (International Relations)
Rom Chan Borey (International Relations)
Ros Sokunmullika (Economics)
Run Serei Mealea (English Literature)
Ry Sovanna (English Literature)
Saing Chakriya (Accounting)
Sam Oeurn Sith (Information Technology)
Sam Sovorleak (Economics)
Samnang Vitheavy (Information Technology)
Samon Kontell (English Literature)
San Boromeichan (International Relations)
Sang Sokheng (Information Technology)
Sar Malispich (HRM)
Saveth Nheanpanha (Finance and Banking)
Say Jeudi (Law)
Sea Sokunthea (English Literature)
Seang Ratha (Finance and Banking)
Sem Sophea (International Relations)
Sen Sopheara (International Relations)
Seng Chheangly (English Literature)
Seng Sosamphors (Finance and Banking)
Sin Chan Nita (International Relations)
Sin Piseth (Law)
Siv Dalin (English Literature)
Sok Ao Sreileak (Accounting)
Sok Chhorda (Business Management)
Sok Meng (Public Administration
Sok Sovatha (International Relations)
Sok Vann Chanry (Accounting)
Sokkhea Gechchheng (Law)
Song Dapisei (Business Management)
Song Lin (International Relations)
Song Sreyratha (Accounting)
Sophal Maliny (Finance and Banking)
Sor Sunheang (English Literature)
Sorn Udom (English Literature)
Soth Pisey (Public Administration
Sovan Daroth (English Literature)
Sovann Monyroth (Finance and Banking)
Sreng Leakhena (Business Management)
Sun Malin (English Literature)
Suon Sokha (Accounting)
Suth Sarok (English Literature)
Svay Sothearavy (Accounting)
Taing Dany (Accounting)
Taing Kimsrun (Information Technology)
Taing Leangchhoung (English Literature)
Taing Leng (English Literature)
Tang Dalin (International Relations)
Te Chengsreng (Business Management)
Tea Huychou (English Literature)
Tem Davann (Economics)
Thoung Long Heng (English Literature)
Thul Si Borann (Economics)
Tim Vutha (English Literature)
Tith Povpisal (International Relations)
Tith Seychanly (Information Technology)
Touch Sengthai (Economics)
Touch Tola (Computer Science)
Tum Narita (Finance and Banking)

(Best Students Term III - Continued on page 11)

(Best Students Term III - Continued from page 10)
Hour Socheata (Business Management)		
Huy Nita (English Literature)		
Hy Chanty (International Relations)		
Ieng Chankreusna (Finance and Banking)
Kang Leang Im (Accounting)		
Kang Sokkhim (Business Management)		
Kao Kolvorn (International Relations)		
Keth Haretey (English Literature)		
Khatty Ekvisoth (Law)			
Khe Longsean (Information Technology)
Kheang Sathaboramana (International Relations)
Kheng Ser (Law)				
Khmao Rong (Law)			
Khoun Theara (Law)			
Khut Lybo (English Literature)		
Kiev Chanraingsey (Computer Science)		
Kim Borithy (English Literature)		
Kim Chan Raksmey (Information Technology)

Ouk Darinna (Finance and Banking)		
Oum Chanbopha (Accounting)			
Oum Moullika (Law)				
Peanh Rony (Marketing)			
Pech Morakat (Economics)			
Pech Sophealeak (International Relations)		
Pech Soveaddh (Information Technology)		
Peou Sopheak (International Business)		
Phal Nyveara (Finance and Banking)		
Phal Sereiratha (Computer Science)		
Phat Sokhim (Economics)			
Phath Vicheth (Economics)			
Phoan Putheary (International Relations)		
Phok Moni Amara (International Relations)		
Phok Ratana (English Literature)		
Po Piset (Business Management)			
Poch Kanha (Accounting)			
Pok Panhavuth (English Literature)		

Tuon Sokunthea (HRM)
Ty Bros (Finance and Banking)
Ty Chetra (English Literature)
Uch Chamroeun (English Literature)
Un Nây (HRM)
Ung Sophanith (Economics)
Va Sophanrorth (International Relations)
Van Phanit (Business Management)
Vannthoeurn Channpitou (Economics)
Var Vathanak (International Relations)
Vin Sophannary (English Literature)
Vong Sreydeth (Finance and Banking)
Yang Leaphea (International Relations)
Yim Sunkry (International Relations)
Yoeurng Sotheara (Law)
Yon Phanith (English Literature)
You Bonny Molika (English Literature)
Yous Sedtha (Information Technology)

This will be recorded in their academic transcripts. The students are to be congratulated on their hard work; it is hoped that this will
encourage them to continue to do so, and other students to try harder in order to also earn this distinction in later terms.

AFD Hosts Orientation for New Students
One hundred and eighty-two students participated in an orientation for new registered students hosted by the Academic Foundation Department (AFD) of the University of Cambodia (UC). The
orientation was held on February 23 at the Conference Center and
was led by Dr. Y Ratana, Director of AFD and Dean of Undergraduate Studies, with assistance from AFD staff members. Associate Deans and other members of the faculty and staff were also in
attendance.
The orientation provided students with important information on
the Foundation Year Program, Code of Conduct, registration procedures, entrance exam, Foundation Year policies, curriculum, grading
policies, credit transfer policy, and foundation year certificate. It also
covered the AFD Strategic Plan, as well as strategies for students to
achieve academic excellence.
Students were given tips on how to study effectively and encouraged to work hard in their courses. They were also told to pay attention to AFD and UC policies and announcements. At the end of the
two-hour session, students asked staff members clarifying questions
regarding the entrance exam, grading requirements, credit transfer,
and curriculum.
This orientation is conducted twice a year for all new students
who join UC’s Foundation Year Program. The Foundation Year Program, which is a part of undergraduate degree program at UC, is
composed of two academic terms per year: the first term begins
from October to February and the second term starts from March
to July. Students, both Cambodians and foreign nationals, can apply
to study in the program in only the first or second term.
“The orientation meeting ended with fruitful results, and students
appeared to be very happy to participate in the meeting,” according
to Song Sophoat, Deputy Director of AFD. “They learned all the
basic information about studying in the Foundation Year at the University of Cambodia, and they are ready to enter the undergraduate
programs at UC.”

Photos: Song Sophoat
TOP: Dr. Y Ratana, Director of AFD,
facilitated the presentation for new students to the
Foundation Year Program.
BOTTOM: Newly registered students participated in
the orientation.
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UC Conducts Entrance Exams for
Foundation Year Courses
Higher education officials from the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
(MoEYS) participated in proctoring entrance
examinations for new Foundation Year
students on February 25 at the University of
Cambodia (UC). This was for students who
enrolled in Batch 9, Term 2, in academic
year 2010 to 2011. Committee members
from both MoEYS and UC participated in
proctoring the exams and were as follows:
Committee members from MoEYS:
1. Mr. Hoeun Sareth, Deputy Director,
Office of HE (Vice Chief of Controller)
2. Mr. Soa Thou, Deputy Director,
Office of HE (Member of Controller)
3. Mr. Heang Srun, Higher Education
Official (Invigilator)
Key members from the University of
Cambodia:
1. Dr. Angus Munro, Vice President for
Academics
2. Dr.Y Ratana, Dean of Undergraduate
Studies
3. Mr. Song Sophoat, Deputy Director,
Foundation Year Department
4. Miss Kong Borey, Staff member
5. Mr. Boy Vibol, Staff member
6. Mr. Hong Sophorn, Staff member
A total of 182 candidates sat for the

exam, and 74 of them were female. Six
students were absent from the exam. The
exam subjects included English, General
Knowledge, Khmer Moral/Civics, and
History Moral/Civics. Students had applied
for 13 different majors.
Intended Major

# of Students

English			
Education 			
Law 				
Accounting 			
Business Management 		
Economics 			
Finance and Banking 		
Hospitality & Tourism Management
International Business 		
Public Administration 		
International Relations 		
Computer Science 		
Information Technology 		

33
35
34
5
9
4
10
1
5
6
20
2
18

This represents 34 students in the College
of Management, 26 students in the College
of Social Sciences, and 20 students in the
College of Science & Technology.
Before the exam, proctors discussed
announcements, the rules and regulations,
programs, and the list of students with the
Office of Student Academic Affairs.
All committee members implemented
their tasks responsibly, and invigilators
checked and opened some exam-paper

packages in front of committee members
and the students to demonstrate transparency
and accountability.
Committee members and students
implemented their tasks responsibly, and in
accordance with standards established by the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports.
Afterwards, the University had 25 days to
mark the test papers and prepare a short
report on the exam results for submission
to the Higher Education Department of the
Ministry.

Photo: Song Sophoat
Students took the entrance exam
in accordance with standards
established by MoEYS.

Faculty Member Wins Scholarship
Peouv Polinel, a part-time lecturer at
the University of Cambodia (UC), won a
scholarship given by the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) and Korea
Development Institute (KDI) School of
Public Policy and Management, a graduate
institution located in Seoul and operated by
KDI.
The KOICA-KDI Scholarship provides
full tuition, a monthly stipend, and round-trip
airfare. This year 30 individuals, representing
21 countries, were selected as KOICA-KDI
scholarship recipients, with Mr. Polinel being
one of them.
Mr. Polinel started the one-year academic
program in January 2011 and will pursue a
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Master of Public Policy (MPP) at the KDI
School of Public Policy and Management.
He expressed much excitement about
pursuing the Master’s Degree.
“I hope to use it [the Master’s Degree]
to help develop Cambodia and formulate
policy recommendations for the country,”
said Mr. Polinel.
At UC, Mr. Polinel served as the instructor
for two courses, Comparative Politics of
Developing Countries and Cambodian
History. According to him, teaching is
an opportunity to share knowledge and
experiences with the younger generation,
and has large implications for the country’s
development.

(Mr. Polinel - Continued on page 13)

UC Attends ASEAN Tourism Forum
By Dr. D. Kyle Latinis, Dean for Research and Development

Associate Dean Gina Lopez and
I accompanied several University of
Cambodia (UC) students to the ASEAN
Tourism Conference hosted at the Diamond
Island Convention & Exhibition Center on
January 19, 2011. The half-day event was a
part of the ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF)
2011, which was hosted in Cambodia this
year under the theme “ASEAN: A World of
Wonders and Diversity.”
Tourism is one of the world’s leading
industries and an even more prominent
industry in Southeast Asia (SEA), particularly
Cambodia with primary assets such as Angkor
Wat. This trend will continue to increase
in importance with more international
visitation throughout the world.
Presentations focused on eco-tourism,
heritage tourism, archaeological sites and
sustainability. Inherent in all discussions
was the underlying importance of cultural
tourism as well. These forms of tourism refer
to resources that Southeast Asia harbors in
abundance. They are the driving force of the
region’s tourism industry. Tourism is one of
the world’s leading industries and an even
more prominent industry in Southeast Asia
(SEA), particularly Cambodia with primary
assets such as Angkor Wat. This trend will
continue to increase in importance with
more international visitation throughout the
world.
The Ministry of Tourism, for example,

distributed the Annual Report noting a
steady increase in visitor arrivals from 1994
(118,183) to a landmark number in 2010
(2,508,289). Asian visitors have held the
top two positions in Cambodia since 2004,
with Korea steady at #1 until 2009 when the
numbers from there were exceeded by those
from Vietnam. Japan and China have held
steady top five positions since 2006. The
only western country to remain in the top
five list has been the United States. Marketers
and tourism designers should pay close
attention to these figures and the people
they represent. What tourists want out of
tourism is just as diverse as the cultures they
come from.
One point that was a common theme
throughout the conference was that humans
are an integral part of the history and
environment. People must be integrated
into plans rather than separated from them.
It is problematic when local stakeholders are
treated as background clutter that should
be moved out, while tourists are targeted
as simple, but paying observers who only
consume views of ancient sites, historic
districts and beautiful scenery. The modern
approach must focus on responsible,
interactive and educational tourism. It
must benefit the resources and the local
stakeholders as much as the business itself
in order to achieve sustainability. This adds
value to the tourist experience. It has the
power to benefit more stakeholder groups
and contribute more directly to responsible
development. Of vital importance, it
includes flexible preservation of heritage,
ecological and cultural identity with
significant stakeholder input.
Several particularly interesting points
were delivered by Gordon Grimwade,
a researcher from Queensland, whose
presentation was entitled, “Archaeology,

Heritage Sites and Tourism: Partnerships
for the Future.” Covering topics as wide
ranging as small archaeological sites to
historic Chinatown districts, he noted that
the grandiose things such as Angkor are
important, but we often overlook the small
things. Small things make a lot of difference,
from handwritten notes by souvenir and
refreshment sellers, to giving the less visually
impressive archaeological sites an interesting
history against an integrated and exciting
environmental and cultural backdrop.
These are the things that modern tourists
are looking for to extend their stays and
enhance their visits. An opportunity to
aid in site research and preservation, for
example, is equally important for tourists.
They want to know that their visit can make
a positive contribution to the environment,
the heritage resource itself, and the local
stakeholders who own that heritage. The
cumulative ‘small things’ effect can have a
colossal impact, good or bad depending on
the research and management plans.
I was pleased to note that the concerns
and issues raised in the conference are the
reasons why I and others at UC are busy
designing new programs for Cambodian
students and researchers. These new
programs are intended to meet the demands
of this sector, where now there are only
voids in information and research.
ATF is an annual forum that includes
all sectors of the tourism industry and is
a collaborative effort between ASEAN
nations to promote the entire region as one
attractive tourist destination. The ten member
nations of ASEAN are: Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam.
UC received this invitation to attend from
the ATF 2011 Organizing Committee.

Cambodia, in which he can help to formulate
foreign policy.
In addition to serving as a part-time
lecturer at UC, Mr. Polinel worked as a
Research Official at the International
Relations Institute of the Royal Academy of
Cambodia, a public academic institution and
research and development center affiliated
with the Council of Ministers. He has had

previous international experience prior to
winning the KOICA-KDI Scholarship. In
2009, he was a part of a Youth Exchange
Program and visited three countries in Asia:
the Republic of Korea for the KoreanASEAN Youth Exchange, Thailand for the
ASEAN + 3 Youth Caucus, and Malaysia for
a Youth and Social Media Study Program.

(Mr. Polinel - Continued from page 12)
“The future prosperity of Cambodia
depends on the prosperity of the youth,”
he said, adding that his dream is to make a
difference in the country.
He plans to conduct research in
international politics and international
relations, and intends to pursue a Doctoral
Degree. He also aspires to attain a high
position in the Royal Government of
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Inha Students Perform at SEATV
TOP LEFT: After their
performance on the “SEATV
Concert” television program,
some of the Inha performers
answered questions about
their experiences in the
country in front of the live
audience.
TOP RIGHT: Dr. Latinis
presented a workshop on
Cambodian history to the
Inha students.
BOTTOM LEFT and RIGHT:
Inha students volunteered
at a primary school and
an orphanage while in
Cambodia.
Photos supplied
Eighteen Korean university students from
Inha University, along with two Cambodian
students, performed live on Sunday, January
23, 2011, on Southeast Asia Television
(SEATV) as a part of the “SEATV Concert”
television program, one of the most widely
watched programs in Cambodia. Famous
Cambodian stars Meas Soksophea, Chai Ly
Dalen, and Krom Reymeas also performed
on the program that night in front of a
packed studio audience.
The students’ performance was a result
of an ongoing partnership between the
University of Cambodia (UC) and Inha
University since the two universities signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
in October 2010. UC and Inha officials plan
to continue working together to strengthen
academic cooperation and intercultural
understanding.
The Korean students performed three
pieces. They sang “Seasons of Love” from
the Broadway hit Rent and performed two
dance routines, one to “Let’s Go” and
another to the hit Korean pop song, “I’ll Be
Back.”

After the performance, the students
commented that they really enjoyed visiting
Cambodia and, when asked what their
favorite Cambodian food was, many of the
students eagerly responded in unison that
“chee” (mint) was their favorite.
The three routines were a part of a
larger performance the Inha students
prepared. The students were in Cambodia
on a group volunteer mission, during which
they performed dance routines, songs, and
magic tricks for young Cambodians. They
volunteered at Tang Krosang Primary School
in Phnom Penh from January 13 – 24 and at
an orphanage in Siemp Reap from January
25 – 27 to build the capacity of young
Cambodians and to encourage intercultural
understanding. The Inha students also spent
an afternoon learning about Cambodian
history in a workshop presented by Dr.
Kyle D. Latinis, UC Dean of Research and
Development.
Dr. Yong-Ho Kim, Professor of Political
Science at Inha, and Dr. Young Hee Cho,
Senior Research Fellow at the Korean
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies

(KISEAS), accompanied the students on
their two-week mission in Cambodia.
“The students put together a dance
performance to show the unity and
friendship between our two countries,” said
Dr. Young Hee Cho.
Peter Tan Keo, UC Vice President for
Strategy, Development and International
Cooperation, worked with SEATV officials
Lach Bunthan, Deputy Director-General in
charge of Administration, and Kevin Kouch,
Deputy Director-General in charge of
Production and Broadcasting, to coordinate
the group’s performance on the television
program. Mr. Keo said he believes this is
a wonderful opportunity for Cambodian
students to be exposed to the importance of
volunteerism and also the Korean culture,
adding that UC is excited to continue
building this valuable partnership.
Inha University is located in Incheon,
the Republic of Korea, and consists of 12
undergraduate colleges and nine graduate
schools.

UC Invited to Universities’ Graduations
The University of Cambodia (UC) has
been invited to attend the graduation ceremony of other universities. Song Sophoat,
Deputy Director of the Academic Foundation Department (AFD), represented UC
at the graduation ceremonies of Vanda
Institute and Khemarak University, which
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occurred on January 10 and January 27, respectively.
According to Mr. Sophoat, the graduation ceremonies of other universities are
important for the UC community because
students can use these events as motivation
to become more competitive, both academi-

cally and professionally. Like their counterparts at other universities, UC students must
continue to work hard and respond to the
country’s needs so they are competitive in
the job market.

Student

NEWS

Advisory Committee Hosts Orientation
Meeting for UCSS 5th Mandate

LEFT: H.E. Samraing Kamsan, Senior Adviser to the President of UC and UCSS and Secretary of State for the
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, opened the meeting by sharing wisdom and the goals of the organization.
MIDDLE: UCSS members participated in a knowledge sharing session during the meeting.
RIGHT: Dr. Angus Munro,Vice President for Academic Affairs, and Malis Por, Vice President for Operations, were
two of several Executive Team members who attended the meeting.
Members of the Advisory Committee Students also received the by-laws of UCSS. to the Advisory Committee in the final part
hosted an orientation meeting for the
Afterward, Por Malis, Vice President of the meeting. The Advisory Committee
University of Cambodia Student Senate for Operations, provided information to asked questions about the proposed projects
(UCSS) 5th Mandate on January 12, 2011, at students on how to work effectively with the and provided valuable feedback to help the
the University of Cambodia (UC).
UC Administration Office and the protocol students plan for the year.
H.E. Samraing Kamsan (Senior Adviser for submitting facility requests and turning
H.E. Samraing Kamsan closed the
to the President of UC and UCSS; Member in project reports.
meeting by thanking the students for their
of the Board of Trustees; and Secretary of
Students and the Advisory Committee presentation and informing them that their
State for the Ministry of Culture and Fine then participated in a sharing session, in proposed projects will be submitted to H.E.
Arts) presided over the meeting. He opened which they were asked to reflect upon the Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President of UC and
the session by introducing the Advisory 4th UCSS Mandate’s projects and offer Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime Minister.
Committee and discussing the primary feedback to the incoming 5th Mandate H.E. Dr. Kao, with assistance from the
goals of UCSS: developing leadership skills; on these projects, should the 5th Mandate Advisory Committee, will then decide which
serving others; learning how to work in a decide to pursue similar projects.
projects will be approved and will receive the
team; balancing the interests of students and
Chanty Pisal, UCSS President, presented support of UC.
UC; and promoting art, culture, and sports. the 5th Mandate’s proposed projects for 2011

The University of Cambodia
extends a special thank you to

Ngee Ann Primary School
in Singapore
for donating 854 books to the
UC Toshu Fukami Library,

The University of Cambodia

Journal of Cambodian Studies
The Journal of Cambodian Studies (JCS) is a biannual interdisciplinary journal. The Editorial Board invites academic papers
and manuscripts from the following areas: research, practice,
public policy, and program evaluation.
For more information, please visit our website,
www.uc.edu.kh/sub/program/829

and to

Thakral Group of Companies
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Did you know? You can get more UC news every
month or download past editions of the UC
Bulletin from our website.
http://www.uc.edu.kh/sub/bulletin/67
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UC Forum for Young Leaders
By Tim Vutha, UC Alumni

The 5th Mandate University of Cambodia
Student Senate (UCSS) hosted the first
University of Cambodia (UC) Forum for
Young Leaders on March 13 aimed at
encouraging students to merge leadership
development with their academic education.
The leadership forum marked the second
project successfully run by UCSS. Over
200 UC students and faculty members
participated in the half-day event, which
was opened by Sokkhea Gechcheng, UCSS
Treasurer and Project Personnel. Dr. Angus
D. Munro, UC Vice President for Academic
Affairs, delivered the keynote address on the
concept of leadership and characteristics of
a good leader.
“You need to make sure that goals are
achieved in an ethical and righteous manner,”
said the Vice President.
Forum participants then watched a role
play performance by UC law students: Koy
Piseth, Ngov Houtchhay, and Ork Ratha
(lawyers); and Heng Chievon, Ing Veasna,
and Khoun Theara (prosecutors). The law
students performed a mock trial so students
could learn about the legal process, as well
as gain useful legal advocacy skills. Tep
Punloeu, Associate Dean of the College
of Law and Project Adviser, facilitated the
mock trial, while Ty Rithiya and Phan Sin,
both instructors at UC, served as judges of
the mock trial.
Afterwards, participants attended one
of four student- or alumni-led leadership
workshops: “Decision Making,” presented
by Chheng Sovannka; “Communication
Skills,” presented by Ieng Chankreusna;
“Community Service,” presented by
Venerable Ouen SamArt; and “Professional
Skills,” presented by Chhuon Panha.
The forum participants also watched a
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video presentation, created by UC student
Nguon Lim, featuring five international
students’ perspectives on youth leadership,
and engaged in a short open discussion on
youth leadership. Ry Thany, a UC student
majoring in Business Management, said
that leadership occurs everywhere and that
leading people is leading by the heart.
“You can’t avoid being a leader. . .you
have to lead yourself to bring your life to
a level that you can celebrate success,” Miss
Thany said. She continued, “You can’t force
people to follow you, for it will not last.”
The forum closed with remarks from
Chanty Pisal, UCSS President, and the
two Project Advisors, Tep Punloeu and
Seng-Dao Keo, Director of Office of the
President and UC Foundation.
Mrs. Keo said that everybody has
the capacity to be a leader, and valuable
leadership skills can be learned from people
in different areas of one’s life.
Mr. Punloeu emphasized that learning
to being a leader does not mean you have
to reach the top position, like the Prime
Minister, Minister, or other top ranking
titles.
“You can also be an effective leader in
the classroom, in the family, and among
your team to fulfill the common set goals,”
he said.
The organizing team aimed for the
participants to gain more confidence and
skills, and to be inspired to bravely walk the
leadership path. Now that technology has
become even more advanced, leadership
skills are being widely introduced throughout
the world to young people, and individuals
can more easily learn skills from successful
leaders.

Legal Advocacy Skills Workshop
By Ing Veasna, UC Student
On March 13, 2011, the University of Cambodia (UC) hosted a
workshop named Legal Advocacy Skills for Young Lawyers, which
was supervised by Tep Punloeu, Associate Dean for the College of
Law and the coach of the mock trial role-playing teams. Over 200
students watched the student prosecutors, attorneys, and witnesses
perform during the workshop, which was a part of the UC Forum
for Young Leaders.
The workshop consisted of two sessions. The first session was
a lecture on legal advocacy skills, and the last session consisted of
the role play performance and a critique of the performance by
the judges. The purpose of the workshop was to help students
understand the trial procedure and to learn about advocacy skills of
attorneys. Attorneys and prosecutors use advocacy skills to discuss
the case during a court trial.
Sokkhea Gechchheng, a term 5 College of Law student of UC
and Project Personnel for the event, said she thought the workshop
helped many students, especially law students, understand the trial
procedure through the mock trial.
“The audience [members] were very happy and were attracted
by the role players like they were in the real trial”, she said. “The
audience could easily understand the story of the case because of
the good performance of the role players.”
She also expressed her appreciation for the students who served
as prosecutors, attorneys, and witnesses because “they shared the
responsibility well and made it like a real trial.” After watching the
workshop, she believes that the two role-playing teams can win an
upcoming Mock Trial Competition for UC.
The law students who performed in the workshop were also able
to practice the theories they learned from the classroom, improve
their case analysis skills, develop critical thinking skills, and improve
their ability to work in teams.
Phan Sin, a legal instructor at UC and one of the speakers and
judges during the workshop, said that the workshop was generally
good, but that students should have also addressed some of the
weaknesses in their arguments.
“The mock prosecutors and attorneys should be clear about the
common and civil law system. . .[and] the mock trial should be like
the real trial,” said Mr. Sin.
He said that he enjoyed the workshop because these types of
activities are good for the university, as well as for students. He
encouraged hosting the workshop more often to help students
understand the legal court and gain knowledge on legal advocacy
skills. Moreover, he said he expects the next workshop will be better
because students will have more experience and time to prepare.
Heng Chiveon, a term 5 College of Law student and one of the
prosecutors, was happy after the workshop.
“Legal advocacy skill is not an easy skill to learn,” he said. “It
requires a long time [for] practice, [and] critical thinking and
analyzing skills.”
He continued to say that the students trained for only a few
weeks, but that he was very proud of his performance during the
workshop. He attributed his success as a prosecutor to commitment
and great coaching.
“I will get the winning place [in the] Mock Trial Competition for
the University of Cambodia,” he said.
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UC Students Win Youth Debate Forum on
Gender Equity Issues
By Chhay Daroth, UC Student

Photos: Chheang Sangvath
TOP LEFT: (left to right) Chin Tyheng, Pheng Meassak, Chheng Sovannaka, and Ieng Chankreusna represented the
University of Cambodia in the debate and won first place in the competition.
TOP RIGHT: UC students and staff members took pictures with the distinguished guests after UC won the debate.
Four students from the University of Cambodia (UC) participated
in a youth debate forum on gender equity issues held at National
Television of Cambodia (TVK) on February 25, 2011. After three
rounds of competition between different universities, the UC team
was announced as the winning team in the debate forum. The
speakers who represented the UC team were Chin Tyheng, Pheng
Meassak, Chheng Sovannaka, and Ieng Chankreusna.
The discussion forum started at 9 a.m. and lasted until 5 p.m., and
was attending by students representing the University of Cambodia,
Paññásástra University of Cambodia (PUC), Royal University of
Phnom Penh (RUPP), and Cambodian Mekong University (CMU).
Approximately 100 students representing the four universities were
in attendance. The distinguished guests included H.E. Khim Cham
Reourn, Secretary of State for the Ministry of Women Affairs, H.E.
San Arun, Secretary of State for the Ministry of Women Affairs,
and H.E. Sou Savuth, Advisor to the Ministry of Environment.
Chheang Sangvath, Director of the Office of Student Academic
Affairs (OSAA), Gina Lopez, Associate Dean of the College of
Management, and Sorn Vibol, RUPP instructor, also attended the
event to support the team, along with twenty other UC students.
The forum was co-sponsored by the Ministry of Women Affairs,
Ministry of Environment, City Hall, United Nations Population’s
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Fund (UNFPA), and Australian Agency for International
Development (AusAID). It was organized to highlight several things:
to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Universal Women’s Rights
Day; to promote an end to discrimination against women; to deliver
messages to the public about women’s rights; to urge students to
improve their research skills; to improve the unity among students
from different universities; and to share knowledge and ideas with
the public.
There were three rounds of competition between teams from the
four universities, and each round had its own discussion topic. In
each round, two teams of four students each debated each other on
the discussion topic, with one team representing the pro side and the
other, the con side. The five judges who evaluated the competition
were H.E. Nup Nimol, Kim Siphat, Nhanh Sochetra, Sor Borin, and
Thé Chhun Hak.
In the first round of competition, the team from CMU argued
the pro side against the team from PUC, which argued the con side,
on the topic of “Improving Gender Equality Can Be Achieved by
Providing Opportunities to Women.” PUC’s team defeated CMU’s
team with a total score of 1048 to 1047.
The UC team defeated the RUPP team with a total score of 1060
to 1058 in the second round of competition on the topic, “Women

(Debate - Continued on page 19)

UC Speech and Debate Society Launched
Reaksmey Cheng (UC Student) contributed reporting

LEFT: Members of UCSDS posed for a picture after one of their weekly meetings.
RIGHT: Members participated in training sessions to improve their communication and leadership skills.
The University of Cambodia Speech and UC. The student organization will begin
“The University of Cambodia is one
Debate Society (UCSDS), formerly known training students on how to debate in the of the top ten universities in Cambodia,”
as the University of Cambodia Debate Club Australian-Asian style, which is common in he said. “The club is a good place for me
(UCDC), held its first meeting in 2011 on the region and what the students are used to learn from experienced students, and I
January 29, and has held weekly meetings to; however, the long-term goal includes can practice my public speaking and debate
every Saturday since then to promote critical teaching students how to debate in two skills.”
thinking, speaking, and debating skills among other parliamentary debate styles common
He added that one of his goals is to
UC students.
among university students around the become one of the best public speakers in
Over 40 students attended the first world: British and American. UCSDS also Cambodia.
meeting, which focused on reintroducing plans to help students learn how to prepare
UC students who are interested in
the student organization to UC students for and compete in three types of speech becoming UCSDS members must complete
and providing an overview of the group’s events: limited preparation events, such as an application form. In addition, the
purpose and goals. The second meeting extemporaneous and impromptu speaking; University welcomes the participation of
introduced the structure of a debate, and public address events, such as persuasion UC alumni who are interested in coaching
students were divided into two groups to and oratory; and acting and interpretation current students.
practice an impromptu debate. Students events, such as dramatic and humorous
An Advisory Committee to UCSDS will
also discussed ideas for the organization’s interpretation.
serve to provide strategic guidance for the
logo and agreed to the new name for the
Ieng Chankreusna, a current member of student organization and to strengthen its
organization. Subsequent meetings have UCSDS and former UCDC officer, said that capacity and reach. It is comprised of all the
focused on building camaraderie amongst she was very excited to see the organization Deans and Associate Deans of the colleges,
members, increasing membership, and the active again because many students at UC as well as members of the UC Executive
upcoming officer election process.
are interested in learning how to debate Team.
Elections for UCSDS will be held in effectively and enjoy participating in
UCSDS has been officially recognized as
late April, and all interested students are competitions.
a UC student organization by H.E. Dr. Kao
encouraged to run for office and help build
Sen Sopheara, another member of Kim Hourn, President of UC and Adviser
the capacity of the student organization.
UCSDS, said he was excited and happy to to Samdech Techo Prime Minister.
UCSDS will offer both speech and join UCSDS because it will help to improve
debate training to academic students at his skills.

(Debate - Continued from page 18)
Have Important Roles in Decision Making,”
where UC argued the pro side.
In the final round of competition, the
teams from UC and PUC faced each other
on the topic of “Male and Female Youth Play
Important Roles in Social Development,”
with UC arguing the pro side. After a very
challenging round, the judges announced

that the UC team defeated the PUC team
with a final score of 1090 to 1085.
The program also offered the
participants some entertainment, including
traditional Khmer singing and comedy. The
participants gained valuable knowledge
from the discussions, especially regarding
gender equity, youth involvement in social

development, and the role of women in
social development. At the very end of the
day, the debaters from the four universities
took pictures together with the distinguished
guests to mark the conclusion of the
discussion forum.
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Support the UC Football Team
By Nguon Setha and Sok Lak (UC Students)

Sports have become more important in
Cambodian society because of the benefits to
health and the strengthening of friendships
and team spirit. The University of Cambodia
(UC) Football Team was established in 2010
by the University of Cambodia Student
Senate (UCSS) with the support of H.E.
Kao Kim Hourn, the President of UC and
Personal Adviser to Samdech Techo Prime
Minister. It is the beginning of the football
team’s history at UC.
The establishment of the UC football
team promotes the sports sector in
Cambodia, as well as healthy lifestyles for
students. This also helps to build good
relationships between students and the
University, and between universities whose
teams compete against each other. Students
may also become more productive in their
studies because of the skills (such as time
management and team work) that they gain
while playing a team sport.
The University had planned to create a
UC football team for a long time, but the
goal was just attained in the 4th Mandate
of UCSS in 2010, said Dr. Y Ratana, Dean
of Undergraduate Studies and last year’s
Advisor of the UC Football Team, who
added that the UC Football Team is open to
all students, especially for those who love to
play sports.
He also stated that establishing a football
team at UC aligns with a policy of the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
(MoEYS) to create sports teams in schools
and universities in order to promote sports
in Cambodia.
‘’I expect [the] UC Football Team will
be improved and more popular in the
University,’’ said Dr. Y Ratana. “We want
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students to join
and be involved in
the football team,
not only as players
but also as the
audience.’’
Seav
Chea,
a
defender
on
the UC Football
Team, said that
the University has
widely announced
the
recruitment
of players for the
team to students.
Students needed to register, take a test, and
then go through a selection process for the
team. In June 2010, the UC Football Team
started its training to learn football skills and
techniques.
Now the UC Football Team consists of
25 players who are under the guidance of
and trained by Phea Sopheak Nimol, the

“We want students to
join and be involved in
the football team, not
only as players but also
as the audience.”
Dr. Y Ratana,
Dean of Undergraduate Studies,
Director of Academic Foundation
Department, and last year’s
Advisor of the UC Football Team

team’s coach.
“The team also needs to recruit more
players to fill in some positions, including
striker, midfielder, defender, and goalkeeper,”
he said, adding that members must be UC
students who are familiar with playing
football and who love playing it.
The support and encouragement from
spectators are very important for teams
during the matches and competitions.
The UC Football Team and its supporters
encourage all UC students and the
community to support the team when they
play matches by attending the events and
cheering them on.
‘’I want UC students to participate in
the competition in order to support and
encourage the players to play well,’’ said Mr.
Chea. ‘’I also hope the school can provide

more sports materials to meet the needs of
the team and [people pay more attention to]
the players.”
In terms of being both a student and a
player on the team, Mr. Chea said that his
participation on the team did not affect his
studies because he was able to manage his
time effectively. He also said that sports bring
him relief and pleasure, which contribute to
him having a positive attitude in his school
work.
Playing football has greatly benefited
the players; they are healthier and there is a
friendly atmosphere between the students.
“It also builds the University’s reputation,”
said Mr. Chea.
Heng Marady, a UC student majoring in
Information Technology, said that he liked
watching sports, especially soccer.
‘’I felt excited when the University of
Cambodia. . .formed a football team which
represents [the] university,” said Mr. Marady.
“I wanted [the] UC Football Team to be
well-known among all university football
teams in Cambodia.”
UC English Literature student Lim
Vichhey said that he supports the University
in creating not only a football team, but also
other sports teams because these activities
help students to be healthy and bring
prominence to sports in Cambodia.
Since the UC Football Team was
established, it has participated in 30
tournaments,
including
friendship
tournaments and the Challenge Cup
Tournament. The last competition the team
competed in was the Christian Cup, in which
the UC Football Team won the qualifying
round and took fourth place among 18
football teams. In addition, Leang Theara, a
striker on the team, became the top scorer
in that competition, and two other play
makers, Long Vathana and Leang Theara,
contributed to the team’s success. The team
also earned a Fair Play Reward at the end of
the competition.
The UC Football Team will compete
in two more competitions; the Futsal
Tournament will be held in April 2011 and
the University Challenge Cup, in June 2011.
The University would like to invite UC
community members to show their support,
and wishes the team the very best during
these competitions.

Promoting Student Writing at UC

LEFT: UC students who gather every week to learn how to report stories and improve their writing skills
RIGHT:The students listened intently to guest lecturer Mr. Pen Sophal at a reporting workshop on March 27.
A small volunteer group of students
at the University of Cambodia (UC) have
committed to improving their writing
skills. They gather in the European Union
(EU) corner in the Toshu Fukami Library
every Monday and every other Saturday to
learn how to write more effectively and to
brainstorm ideas on how to promote student
writing on campus.
Most recently, the group invited Mr. Pen
Sophal, an experienced journalist, to UC to
conduct a reporting workshop.
Although the focus of the group is
currently on how to write news articles
for the UC Bulletin, the students are also
exploring different types of writing and
ways to share their writing with the UC
community. The volunteer group is a part of
the UC Bulletin Team, which was created in
November 2010 to train students on how to

write articles focused on UC activities.
For the past three months, the UC
Bulletin Team has held weekly writing
seminars at UC. The seminars, which were
facilitated by Seng-Dao Keo, Editor of The
UC Bulletin and Director of the Office
of the President and UC Foundation,
introduced students to journalistic practices
and focused on consistency in writing for a
publication, grammar guidelines, research
and writing skills, rewriting and editing skills,
and operations of a student journalism
group. The seminars also highlighted
policies focused on ethics in journalism,
and students were reminded about the UC
policy on plagiarism. Articles submitted for
publication in the UC Bulletin must adhere
to these policies, which aim to help students
gain the requisite skills to be a productive
student reporter. Through a review of best

practices and guided practice, students were
able to strengthen their writing and reporting
skills.
One of the writing seminars in March
focused on how to write a successful personal
statement for scholarship applications and
was open to all UC students. Several students
who attended the event said they were
unsure about what a personal statement was,
and that they needed guidance on writing a
personal statement to improve their chances
for winning a scholarship to study abroad,
a dream for many Cambodian university
students.
UC students who are interested in
improving their writing skills and sharing their
writing with the UC community are invited
to attend future writing seminars, which will
continue to focus on student journalism and
other relevant writing initiatives.

100th Anniversay of International
Women’s Day: “By Helping Women, Youth Help Themselves and Society”
By Chhay Daroth, UC Student
Twenty students from the University of
Cambodia (UC) joined the celebration to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of
International Women’s Day on March 8 at the
Peace Palace, the Council of Ministers. The
participation of UC students in this event
was led by Professor Gina Lopez, Associate
Dean of the College of Management,
and Kong Rathana, Registrar and Deputy
Director of the Office of Administration.
Notable guests at the event included
Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Cambodia; H.E. Bun
Rany, President of Cambodian Red Cross;

H.E Dr. Ing Kanthapavy, Minister of the
Ministry of Women Affairs; several Deputy
Prime Ministers; Ambassadors; and several
Ministers. Government workers and students
were also in attendance.
During the celebration, participants
listened to two speeches. The first speech
was given by H.E. Dr. Ing Kanthapavy. In
her speech, she discussed the history of
International Women’s Day, obstacles for
women, and the important roles of women
in Cambodian society. Afterwards, she
invited the Prime Minister to give a keynote
speech. Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun

Sen spoke about the value of having youth
participate in society and discussed the five
key initiatives in the Ministry of Women’s
Affairs’ strategic plan. He also highlighted
the country’s progress in providing women
with opportunities.
The UC students, who were excited to
be a part of the celebration, learned how
they could contribute to the development
of society by helping to end gender
discrimination and violence against women
and children.
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UC Students’ Study Abroad Experiences
By Chrin Samvisal (UC Student)

LEFT: (left to right) UC students Chhun Seakkeav and Lim Nguon studied abroad at Payap University in Thailand for
five months through a partnership between UC and Payap.
RIGHT: (photo supplied by Lim Nguon) They performed a traditional Cambodian song at Payap’s International Day.
Two outstanding University of Cambodia
(UC) students, Lim Nguon and Chhun
Seakkeav, recently arrived back in Cambodia
from a five-month exchange program at
Payap University in Thailand, and were eager
to share their fruitful experiences during
their studies there from October 2010 to
March 2011. The scholarships were a part
of a cooperative program between UC and
Payap University.
Lim Nguon, 20, is a fifth term student
majoring in economics. He won the exchange
program scholarship for one semester.
Nguon said that although he is majoring in
economics at UC, he decided to enroll in
international business management courses
at Payap.
“It is really beneficial for me to link and
integrate what I studied at Payap to my major
since those subjects are interrelated,” he
said. “It was. . .[an]. . .interesting experience
to study there with excellent professors.”
Nguon continued to say that he had
to serve as an ambassador of Cambodia.
He behaved in a way to best represent
Cambodia, including having a positive
attitude and behavior. He was also willing to
share Cambodian culture with people from
other countries.
“Though Thailand and Cambodia have
similar cultures, at the international arena,
I have to keep in mind that everything
is not the same as in Cambodia as what I
have expected, so I needed to be flexible
and accommodating,” said Nguon. “I had
to understand and appreciate other cultures,
without judging other cultures by using my
own cultural tastes and preferences.”
Nguon said that it was hard to manage his
time between studies and social interaction,
given that he had to spend much time doing
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research, completing assignments, and
reading.
It was also quite challenging as a second
year student taking third and even the fourth
year courses, Nguon noted, adding that with
hard work and effort, he was able to do earn
straight ‘A’s in his courses at Payap.
“This was a really good opportunity for
me to learn and explore beyond studying in
Cambodia. It has enabled me to be involved
more with the international students
from many different countries around the
world. As a result, I have gained a great
deal regarding cross-cultural awareness,
globalization aspects, and international
business,” he said.
Chhun Seakkeav, 20, was another
scholarship recipient of the exchange
program and studied with Nguon at Payap
for five months. She is currently a seventh
term student of UC majoring in English
literature.
She said she was delighted to win the
scholarship after competing in a rigorous
selection process led by a committee at UC,
and that she studied a variety of courses
related to her major at Payap.
“I took English Communication
[courses] during the exchange program at
Payap University, as it [is] connected with
my major, English Literature. At Payap, I
studied five subjects: Introduction to Poetry
and Drama; Creative Writing; Introduction
to Short Stories and Novels; Instructional
Skills; and Southeast Asian Dance.”
Seakkeav added that the Southeast Asian
Dance course did not relate to her major, but
that she was very interested in Thai customs
and culture and wanted to learn more about
foreign traditions.
According to Seakkeav, her study abroad

experience was different from her academic
experience in Cambodia because she had
to compete with studious students from
different countries. The new academic
environment pushed her to try her best in
studying; otherwise, she would have been
left behind.
“At Payap, I. . .[was]. . .confronted with
an unfamiliar atmosphere because. . .[it was
an]. . .international college,” she said. “I
had. . .to be acquainted with lots of friends
from different countries and cultures,
such as America, China, Burma, Korea,
Italy, England, Australia, and many other
countries.”
Being a Cambodian student studying
abroad, she tried her best on behalf of
the Cambodian people. She said she felt
responsible to promote Cambodia’s image
positively to the international community.
It was tough for her to adapt to the new
environment. Sometimes, she felt out of
place and homesick. Yet being separated
from friends and family has taught her to be
more independent than before, she said.
Finally, she would like to thank UC for
offering her chance to study at Payap and
benefit from a life-changing experience.
This opportunity has allowed her to build
knowledge, strengthen her communication
skills, learn how to adapt in the new
environment, and become more independent
and confident.
In June 2011, the University will send
another three UC students to study abroad
at Payap through a collaborative partnership
between the two universities. Applicants
will undergo a rigorous selection process to
become one of the scholarship recipients.

Student Wins Scholarship to Study in US

Heng Limheang, a College of Arts and
Humanities student majoring in English
Literature, won a Harpswell Scholarship
from the Harpswell Foundation to pursue
post-graduate studies at Bard College in
the United States. In August 2011, she will
join the Program in International Education
(PIE), which was created to promote
democratic thinking, beginning in August
2011.
Residents at the Harpswell Dormitory
and Leadership Center are eligible for
the scholarship, which covers full tuition,
transportation, and living expenses for a oneyear academic program with collaborating
universities in the United States. Miss
Limheang was selected as one of this year’s
scholarship recipients based on the following

six criteria: English language competency,
grades, leadership skills, compatibility with
the American culture, commitment to help
Cambodia, and participation and citizenship
in Harpswell dormitory activities.
To prepare for her departure, she is
having to take nine courses in Term II
to complete the UC requirements for
graduation. Although others may have felt
overwhelmed by this daunting task, Miss
Limheang has embraced the challenge and
committed herself to learning the material
and succeeding.
She decided to pursue her post-graduate
studies at Bard after hearing that two
former Harpswell students, who were
also scholarship recipients, had “great
experiences” at Bard. She plans on studying
international relations and hopes to use her
experience and the knowledge she gains
there for the benefit of Cambodia when she
returns.
“I hope to learn about culture, the style
of living, and the reality of society in the
U.S.,” she said. “I want to learn about new
things and to share my experiences when I
return to Cambodia.”
Her dreams include becoming a
professor and a life coach because she enjoys
motivating people and enriching their lives.
She also hopes to work for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to “help bring good relations
between Cambodia and other countries,”

and believes that people and countries need
to respect humanity.
“I love it when people love peacekeeping,”
she said. “We are the world nation and
everything we do is for us and our next
generation.”
She has valuable advice for the younger
generation. First, she encourages students
to study hard, earn good grades, and pursue
their Bachelor’s degrees, for “their lives will
be brighter and they can serve themselves,
their families, and Cambodian society.”
Maintaining a healthy lifestyle, staying in
contact with people who love you, and
sharing knowledge are also very important,
according to Miss Limheang, who added
that students should never be afraid to take
risks. Moreover, she said she believes it is
every Cambodian’s responsibility to know
about the country’s history and culture and
to share this with others.
“If we value ourselves, others will value
us,” said Miss Limheang. “Wherever you are,
let others know that Cambodia is great.”
Heng Limheang extends a sincere thank
you to all of her instructors at UC and to
the staff at the Harpswell Foundation, in
particular to Alan Lightman, Peou Vanna,
Veasna Chea, Mrs. Phally, and Marya Sen.
Without their support, she would not have
this amazing opportunity to continue her
studies and development.

Tips on How to Get an International
Scholarship
By Chrin Samvisal (UC Student)
Getting a full scholarship to study
abroad is a big dream for most Cambodian
students. They want to experience a new
educational environment, which they expect
will be higher quality than that in Cambodia.
Ironically, a large majority of them do not
know how to become a qualified applicant
for these study abroad scholarships.
Students have to remember and prepare
for three vital aspects-- language proficiency,
field of study and topic of interest, and
academic credentials--before they apply
for the scholarships, said Chheat Sreang,
President of the Erasmus Mundus Students
and Alumni Association Cambodia (EMACambodia).

“Language proficiency, especially English,
is mandatory for any scholarships. Students
have to make sure that they have a formal
certificate issued by recognized institutions.
Of course, different universities require
different levels of proficiency, so students
must be aware of this requirement,” he
said.
He continued to say that a field of study
and topic of interest should be clearly stated
in the application or expression of interest
in the scholarship. This is so critical that
students should not ignore it. It will help
the selection committee to understand how
a student’s interests fit with the scholarship
program. Thus, he recommended that

students learn as much as possible about the
general goal and objectives of the course or
scholarship in order to explicitly align their
interest.
“At the end of the day, it is the students’
decision whether to compromise their
interests or not to apply for it, in case that
it is really the one the students are looking
for,” he added.
Academic credentials are equally
important when applying for these
scholarships. These can include students’
academic records and transcripts from the
undergraduate program, he said. Moreover,
a student seeking letters of recommendation
should request them from instructors,

(Tips for Scholarship - Continued on page 24)
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UC Students Meet with HUE Students in
Cambodia International Exchange Project
By Chhay Daroth, UC Student

Eleven University of Cambodia (UC)
students, led by Chanty PiEleven University
of Cambodia (UC) students, led by Chanty
Pisal, President of UC Student Senate
(UCSS), had a meeting to discuss a book
project with five students from Hiroshima
University of Economics (HUE) on March
9 at UC. The HUE students were led by
Professor Kawamura Kenichi, Professor of
Risk Management at HUE.
The purpose of the discussion was to
verify and provide feedback on the book
Creating Chances, which was written by
the students from HUE. In addition, the
Japanese students sought suggestions on
how to attract more Cambodian students to
read the book, which was specifically written
for young Cambodian students in secondary
school. The HUE students designed the
book to help young Cambodian students

better understand
the history, culture,
and development of
Japan, and compare
it to their own
experiences here.
Professor
K a w a m u r a
compared
the
situation in Japan
roughly 60 years ago
with the situation in
Cambodia during the last 30 years. He said
that Japan was a very poor country 60 years
ago because it had just gotten out of World
War II. However, Japan has developed quickly
since then because of many factors. This is
one main point that Professor Kawamura
and his students want to emphasize in the
book.
Tomomi Nishikawa, President of the
project and a HUE student, explained during
the meeting that during her last mission
in Cambodia, she saw that many young
students in the provinces have insufficient
books to read and research. As a result, she
and her group came up with the idea of
creating this book and distributing it for free
to these students.
At the end of the meeting, Professor
Kawamura expressed that he wanted to

keep a close relationship with UC students,
and that he is exploring opportunities for
UC students to study abroad in an exchange
program at HUE with Peter Tan Keo, Vice
President for Strategy, Development, and
International Cooperation (SDIC) at UC.
Professor Kawamura is also interested in
exploring opportunities for HUE students
to study abroad in Cambodia.
“Let’s study about Japan,” he said. “Let’s
think about Cambodia.”
This meeting is a part of an on-going
collaboration between UC students and
HUE students, which was initiated by Lim
Houng, a College of Law student at UC, who
also translated Creating Chances from Japanese
into the Khmer language. She and her uncle,
Sok Ty, an official of the International
Cooperation Office at the Ministry of
Tourism, translated the discussion between
the two groups of students. The last meeting
between UC students and HUE students
was in September 2010.

(Tips for Scholarship - Continued from page 23)
employers, or other individuals who have
experience in the field students are applying
for and who can speak knowledgeably about
the student’s skills.
“Of course, everyone is not perfect, but
make sure that you get near the best record,”
he noted.
To be as successful as possible during
the application process, he suggested that
students enhance their personal qualifications
and learn as much about the program as
possible so that they can be competitive
applicants. He added that students should
show the selection committee not only their
qualifications, but also their potential to
grow and be successful in the program.
Ouk Davy, a lecturer at the University of
Cambodia (UC), said that students should
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be well prepared before applying for an
international scholarship so that they can
be a suitable applicant ready to study in a
foreign environment.
“To compete for a Master’s degree or
post-graduate scholarships, students have
to possess a good academic performance,
high English proficiency, [a] few years of
experiences in the field applied, a clear study
objective and their future plan, and some
optional experiences with volunteer work,”
she said.
Nuth Sohoundany, a 23 year-old alumnus
of UC who was a recipient of the Erasmus
Mundus External Window Program for
Regional Asia (EMMA) scholarship, said
that students should try to dig out the
information regarding the type of scholarship

they are looking for, and they should know
the criteria required in the scholarship. She
also encouraged students to identify the
objectives and goals of the scholarships.
She added, “We have to. . .[be clear on]. .
.why do we select the course or subject that
we’re applying for. . .what do we expect to
learn from it?”
She also stated that students have to be
proficient in the English language because
most study abroad scholarships provided to
Cambodian students require the knowledge
of English.
“If students are able to succeed on
English standardized tests, such as TOEFL
or IELTS, they will have a bigger chance to
pursue their dreams,” she said.

American Students Learn about HEIs
By Dr. D. Kyle Latinis, Dean for Research and Development

LEFT: UC students posed with
American students who visited UC
after their meeting.
TOP: Chanty Pisal, UCSS President,
shared his thoughts about the
younger generation and goals of
students with an American student.
University of Cambodia (UC) students
and members from the UC Student Senate
(UCSS) were invited to a joint student and
faculty interactive lunch and discussion
with American students and faculty from
Texas A&M International University and
West Texas A&M University on March
15. The pan-Cambodia educational tour
was organized by PEPY Ride educational
tours. PEPY Ride also works with the
SEACS (Southeast Asia Comparative
Studies) exchange program that hosts
American students visiting the University of
Cambodia and Payap University in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. The country tour had a break
in Phnom Penh and PEPY Ride directors
decided to take the opportunity to expose
the American visitors to higher education
institutions (HEIs) and their status in
Cambodia.
A very fascinating visit to the Royal
University of Fine Arts introduced the state
university system, followed by an equally
illuminating visit to the Buddhist University
which introduced both traditional and
modern Buddhist educational goals—

vital to Cambodian society at all levels.
Incidentally, the Venerable Monks who
oversaw the discussion are very familiar with
the UC campus, and included one of the UC
Master’s students, Venerable Cham Thyrak
who also works at the Buddhist University.
Finally the morning excursion ended
with a visit to UC, which represented the
research-, academic- and skills- oriented
private HEIs in Cambodia. Kong Rathana,
Registrar and Deputy Director of the
Office of Administration, oversaw a group
introduction and warm welcome from
the University. Lim Ngoun, a UC student
representative of a research team, Chanty
Pisal, President of UC Student Senate
(UCSS), and many other UC students
provided a brief explanation about the
University and its programs, as well as
information about the new campus. Deep
appreciation is also extended to Por Malis,
Vice President for Operations, and the UC
faculty, staff, and students for making the
visit informative and memorable.
The opportunity allowed UC students
and the visiting Texans to jointly discuss and

compare the young generation and goals
of university students in both countries.
Although informal, it was a truly educational
cultural exchange forum that resulted in
lively student-to-student group discussions
over lunch. Students shared numerous ideas
and experiences. Leadership, youth goals,
and cultural similarities and differences
were among the popular topics (besides
food, of course). Both sets of students
were equally impressed with each other.
The luncheon ended with high praise and
numerous compliments to the UC students,
as well as from the UC students. The Texas
students and faculty members left a very
memorable and positive impression upon
the UC students and are certainly welcome
back anytime.
The University extends its sincerest
gratitude to the visitors, the various
organizations that participated in this, and
the Cambodian community, as represented
by the UC students and other participants.

The University of Cambodia extends a special thank you to
Mr. Nao Sok, Mrs. Moek San, Nao Sok San Sothouwathna, and Nao Sok San Sothoukolboth

for donating over 40 trees to the new UC campus, and to
Mr. Chy Charya and Mrs. Chum Yani

for donating 10 trees to the new UC campus.
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Report of Empirical Research on Daily
Shopping in Phnom Penh: Part I
By Chhang Samnang, Eng Sakunthea, Heng Promsovannpor, Heng Srey
Horn, Huot Lyheng, Ing Veasna, Lour Sokna, Ngov Houtchhay, and
Samnang Vitheavy (UC Students)

As part of a hands-on training exercise in
Social Science Research Methods, Dr. D.
Kyle Latinis recruited our team to help with
graduate research. The intention was to actively involve our undergraduate team in order to build research, analysis, presentation
and report production skills. The hands-on
approach is experiential learning and training. It strengthens our applied skills, gives
us experience with community interaction,
and makes us more marketable in the future.
As Dr. Latinis puts it, “If you really want to
learn how to drive, you eventually have to
get behind the steering wheel and do it.”
Our goal was to obtain consumer feedback concerning shopping preferences and
behaviors, mostly at several more “traditional” Khmer markets in Phnom Penh. These
included Phsar Thmey (Central Market), Phsar Beong Keng Kong (Beong Keng Kong
Market), and Phsar Toul Tompoung (Russian
Market), as well as Phsar Silib (Silib Market),
Phsar Derm Kor (Derm Kor Market), and
Phsar Sorya (Shopping Center Sorya). Included also was how shopping preferences
and behavior have changed over time with
the rapid development in Cambodia since
the 1990s, especially in Phnom Penh. There
were also conditional questions to determine
how respondent preferences and behaviors
might change under different circumstances.
Specifically, the purpose of the research
was to discover patterns, diversity and
changes concerning Cambodian shopping
behavior and shopper concerns. A detailed
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in-depth questionnaire and interview approach was applied to a semi random sample
of respondents consisting of approximately
53 shoppers in total. Different markets were
chosen for comparison. Different markets
may attract different kinds of shoppers. Different neighborhoods may also have different socio-economic profiles which could be
a factor in patterns and differences as well.
These differences may be very important for
economic and business development concerns.
The overall aim of this research was also
comparative—to provide an insight into
Cambodian consumer behavior in Phnom
Penh and use this for comparison of data
from a rural market area, Kokithom (Kandal
Province). Kokithom Market is the subject
of a Master’s Research Paper by UC Master’s
student, Mr. Ieng Sovath, advised by Gina
Lopez, Associate Dean of the College of
Management.
The data analysis and results can be useful
for many stakeholders, including business
people/shopkeepers, consumers/shoppers,
and even development strategists, local and
foreign business people, etc. It is surprising that this kind of detailed study is rarely
conducted in Cambodian market contexts.
However, Cambodians are relatively shy and
our group can assure the readers it took a lot
of bravery and effort to approach strangers
with such a demanding request while they
were shopping and obviously busy. It took
the respondents an equal amount of bravery
to be patient with our questions and answer
them with enthusiasm. However, it was fun
for everyone in the end.
A very detailed initial questionnaire was
prepared by Dr. Latinis but we had to be
able to explain it in both Khmer and English. There were over 50 questions, many of
which had subsets of additional questions.
We learned that some questions were for
data crosschecking. Some questions were
meant to make the informants feel more
comfortable. Some questions were meant to
make people think. Some questions had specific purposes, while other questions were

exploratory. Even the order of questions
or information in the question could affect
results.
Different kinds of questions with different levels of complexity were used to
determine what kind of questioning is most
effective, as well as what kind of questions
should be avoided. Some were simple yes/no
questions, some were scale choices (e.g., unimportant, important, very important, most
important), some were fill in the blank, some
were open ended, some were very complex
ranking lists, and so on. The questionnaire
was designed to also determine what the
various types and levels of difficulties there
were for the interviewer as much as the interviewee. Essentially, we were also testing
the effectiveness of the questions and the
questionnaires.
Dr. Latinis informed us that every questionnaire and interview design is inherently
flawed. One of the best parts of executing
the research, however, is being able to identify the flaws after a ‘test drive’ and make improvements for future research designs.
Our groups joined in discussions regarding the content and purpose. We were encouraged to contribute our feedback. We
then had additional meetings on question
clarification and implementation strategies.
It became obvious that a lot of time and
thought needs to go into initial design. Conducting research takes careful preparation.
It is not simply going out and collecting information. You have to know what kind of
questions you want answered and why. Then
an appropriate method must be designed to
get the best data possible, which would then
need to be analyzed in the best possible way,
in order to most effectively answer the questions. There are limitations and constraints,
so “best” often surrenders to “realistic but
still effective,” rather than what would be
ideal or perfect. This also includes the sampling strategy.
Dr. Latinis also gave us the responsibility of managing a small budget and designing our own implementation strategy. This
included scheduling, accounting, and being
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100% transparent (zero corruption for this
research project—we returned all unused
cash!).
As for implementation, no hints, guidance
or hand-holding were offered this time. Dr.
Latinis said, “Enough lessons, just go out
and do it, revise, negotiate, and do it again
until it gets better.” After several lessons, we
had to learn how to swim by throwing ourselves in the river (an analogy much like the
driving example above).
Thus, we had to take over completely
from there. Our research team was fairly
large so we had to delegate duties effectively
and efficiently. We did not want to take too
much time because we also needed to work
and study for school, especially with midterm exams at the same time.
We used most of the budget for incentives. The questionnaires were quite lengthy
so we wanted to show our appreciation to
respondents by offering them something in
return. It was decided that a small gift would
be the most appropriate and culturally sensitive incentive rather than cash. If we bought
one item in bulk, it would actually be better for both our team’s budget and the respondents (we could offer them more than
what a small amount of cash would be able
to purchase individually). A gift is also better because it shows more sincere appreciation and it did not attract people who only
thought they could get money.
Our team decided on soap as a gift for
the shoppers in compensation for their interviewing time. It is both a kind gesture and
practical. There were up to 4 units of soap
provided to some shoppers, but others were
provided nothing, as per their requests.
It was then up to our team to decide
how to organize and implement. Dr. Latinis warned us that it would be difficult and
many people would not want to be bothered. Others might be suspicious while some
might try to take advantage of it. We were
told to pay attention to how people reacted. What could we learn from their movements, body language, distancing, and facial
expressions? What could we learn from the
way they walked, dressed, and reacted to us?
How could we tell if they were being honest
or understood the questions? How could we
make them feel comfortable to give honest
feedback? These were all challenges we had
to learn through experience. Paying attention
to all these details added much more depth
to the questionnaire feedback. For example,

we noted if some people were rushed, nervous, angry or happy and how this might
have affected their answers. We also added a
“%” category for friendliness to summarize
their overall enthusiasm, friendliness, and
willingness to participate.
There were several challenges in the data
collecting process, however. First, we had
to get as much done as possible with a little
amount of time. Dr. Latinis had informed us
that time and money constraints are some of
the most dominant limiting factors in good
research, but that it does not have to hinder
good research from being done.
Time was the first and most daunting
constraint (we had a small budget, so that
was less of a problem). Midterm exams
were close as the research was conducted in
December 2010 and all our group members
had different study and work schedules. Our
team divided up so that we could obtain the
most feedback possible in a day. Our group
could afford to spend only one whole day,
a Sunday, at the markets because of the upcoming exams. Because Cambodians mostly
shop in the morning, we had to coordinate
our time and rush from one market to another quickly to find more interviewees. Our
goal was 50 and we managed to get 53—a
success.
The second major challenge was that most
shoppers were busy with their shopping. It
was difficult to ask people for a considerable
amount of time to answer questions. A third
problem was space. Due to the narrow space
of each market, it was difficult to find physical space to conduct the interviews.
Some shoppers were unfriendly because
they held a preconceived bad perspective of
market interviewers in general. Maybe they
had previous bad experiences or were just
suspicious and skeptical. We were ignored
frequently with no cooperation. They assumed that every marketer wanted to extract benefits from them. However, we tried
to explain to them our purpose and we did
apologize even if they did not welcome us.
The results were worth the effort. There
are two main kinds of results. The first is
the result from having conducted the research—the results from experiential learning and skills enhancing initiative. It was a
difficult but enjoyable experience. Many new
friends in the community were made and we
feel much more connected with the added
ability to understand more about the people
around us through their eyes.

The experience has taught us a lot about
how to do research, including designing, altering, trouble-shooting, negotiating, etc. We
had to change our tactics constantly in order
to get the job done successfully. We learned
which ones worked, and why, and which
ones failed. We also learned that designing
questions and methods is difficult and requires considerable thought and planning.
However, execution of a project can be
even more challenging. In some cases, it
can be almost frightening. Nevertheless, we
managed to significantly boost our confidence and now have a clearer understanding of both the purpose and the process. We
also learned how to manage and coordinate
ourselves as a team with a specific set of objectives. We learned that there is also a lot
of important information and data available
that are not imbedded on paper, but available only through the social interaction of
conducting research and interviews. Simultaneously, we learned to do things independently and be committed to getting the tasks
done.
It is really important for students to learn
about research, such as how to collect, analyze, and prepare data. From this, students
can build their confidence through interaction in real society and then put all the theories learned in school into practice. Students
can use their talents, initiative, creativity and
innovation. They can be involved in planning, discussing, organizing, and team management even though students are pursuing
different majors in different colleges.
The second kind of results are even more
interesting—the results from the analysis of
the actual raw data that was collected. However, readers will have to wait until the next
issue to read about this. Our team is still in
the process of data analysis and report production. We believe that waiting for the results in the next issue of the UC Bulletin will
be worth it.
Finally, we would like to thank Dr. Kyle
Latinis for granting us the opportunity to be
involved in empirical research and giving us
this experience. We have learned how to do
social science research, deal with different
kinds of people, communicate with people,
and be flexible with many constraints—
overcoming them rather than letting the
constraints defeat us. We would especially
like to thank all the people in the community
who were kind enough to help us by providing their valuable feedback.
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Interviews with American Exchange Students
By Chhan Samnang, Eng Sokhunthea, Heng Promsovannpor, Heng
Sreymom, Huot Lyheng, Ing Veasna, Leam Sunleang, Lour Sokna, Morn
Doungmonyrath, Ngov Houtchhay, and Samnang Vitheavy (UC Students)

As University of Cambodia (UC)
students, we recently had the opportunity
to design activities and conduct interviews
with visiting American exchange students.
Skylar van Steemburg, Anna Limbrick and
Timmothy Crandall stayed in Cambodia
for approximately two months. They took
intensive Cambodian history, culture and
language courses at UC. This is a part of a
student exchange arrangement between UC
and Payap University in Thailand (SEACS:
the Southeast Asia Comparative Exchange
Program), and a result of the partnership
between the two universities since they
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) in November 2009. The American
students previously spent two months
studying at Payap in Chiang Mai.
The purpose of the exchange program
for the American students was to expand
their knowledge about the region, gain
insights from experience and interaction,
actively compare the neighboring countries
and cultures, and share personal experiences
and insights with Southeast Asian students.
In the following article, we discuss why
we believe exchange programs are valuable.
The article also summarizes the activities we
organized for the exchange students’ visit
and our interviews with Timmy Crandall,
who is an International Business student
from Marietta College, Pennsylvania, and
Skylar van Steemburg, who is a student from
St. Lawrence University, New York, majoring
in Performance and Communication Arts.
Exchange Programs Are Valuable
First-hand experience through travel and
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cultural interaction
is one of the
best methods of
learning. It provides
more than what can
be learned by only
reading books in
a library. It adds a
live dimension that
cannot be taught
by instructors in a
confined classroom.
This does not mean
that
instructors
and books are not
valuable, but the information gained from
experience adds a considerable depth and
variety that is often difficult to communicate
in a lecture or read about in print.
You can read a thousand articles about
prahoc, but you never really know what it
is like until you see it, smell it, touch it, and
taste it at a Cambodian hang bai or household

UC student presentations for the
exchange students
dinner table. Even then, you should sample
several recipes to get a better understanding
of it.
Exchange learning allows the foreign
students a chance to talk about their own
cultures, experiences, ideas, opinions, and
life. When they share this directly with us,
local Cambodian students who often do not
have the opportunity to visit other countries,
it makes it more real and alive than what can
be gained from any other media.
In addition, an outside perspective from

visitors teaches us much about how our own
culture is viewed and the unique aspects of it.
We can learn about each other. It was useful
for us to see how young American university
students first experience Cambodia and what
they think about Cambodia and Cambodian
university students. It teaches us how they
see and experience us. We learn about
ourselves.
Activities and Interviews
As hosts, we were very pleased and
honored to give the exchange students a
warm and friendly Cambodian welcome
and share experiences with them while they
stayed in our country. We put together a
three-hour series of presentations which
described everything from traditional culture,
current fashion, thoughts of the future,
and the young generation’s perspectives on
Cambodian history, particularly the Khmer
Rouge period. Our view on Cambodian
history was important because we were able
to discuss how tragic events and subsequent
rapid development has affected our lives and
the lives of our families.
We also planned an excursion to
Phnom Udong, where we had a traditional
Cambodian outing. We ate local food at
the foot of the mountain, talked about
history and rural culture, and then discussed
Buddhism as well as the history of Phnom
Udong. We climbed the hill, found a nice
comfortable spot by one of the historic
stupas, and conducted hours of informal,
in-depth interviews and discussion.
It was fun and exciting. We had a
wonderful time and a very good interview.
We talked about Cambodia before and after
the Khmer Rouge Regime. We also talked
about youth culture, and even discussed
sensitive topics as adults and students
seeking educated insights.
It was interesting to discuss their ideas of
Cambodia prior to their arrival. Timmy and
Skylar said they were really scared before
coming because of what some Americans
think of the country, especially what their
parents thought about Cambodia.
“Cambodia is so scary, and my mother
did not want to allow me to visit Cambodia
because of the Khmer Rouge Regime that. .
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.[she has]. . .known through television,” said
one of the exchange students. “Everything,
however, is completely untrue [about the
dangers and conflict]…Cambodia is a
beautiful place with friendly people.”
They also added that whenever Cambodian
people meet them, the Cambodians always
say, “Hello, how are you?” They found this
to be kind, friendly, and warm. They also
thought it was nice that Cambodians were
so interested in them and their culture and
way of life.
The exchange students were also very
interested in Khmer food. Timmy and Skylar

Student interviews at Phnom Udong
tasted many different kinds of traditional
Khmer food, such as Khmer noodle, Khmer
barbecue, and prahoc. When comparing the
food of Cambodia and Thailand, they found
that Cambodian food is a bit salty, whereas
Thai food is usually spicy. They added that
food is very wonderful because it can be
the identity of one country. For example,
Khmer noodles or prahoc are the identity
of Cambodia while hamburgers or hotdogs
are the identity of the United States. We all
laughed. They also shared with us that eating
the local foods made them feel like they
were locals, and that it was “very amazing to
taste various kinds of food that represent a
country’s culture.”
They also described how young people
living in America differ from those in
Cambodia and Thailand. Skylar stated that
she was taught about sex education since
primary school, and people talk about
sex everywhere. At the same time, most
American teenagers talk to their parents
about sex without much hesitation or shame
because their parents are their best friends,
according to Skylar. The two students
described it as part of being responsible.

To not discuss it would be considered more
irresponsible. They said that they feel their
parents should know about this and can give
them advice.
“In America, sexuality is a vital part of
life that everyone has to face it,” said Skylar.
In addition, some American students do
not live with their parents while they attend
college. In college, they are expected to live
independently in dorms, apartments, or
other housing. It is part of “growing up”
and being able to live on your own. Some
students may even live with their boyfriend
or girlfriend. According to Skylar and Timmy,
Americans are supposed to be mature and
relatively independent and responsible by
their late teens and early twenties. In fact,
they see themselves as being a burden on
their parents if they still lived at home past
this age.
They shared with us that American
teenagers and college students are very
independent, as they go out to nightclubs
and have fun by themselves. By contrast,
Cambodian teenagers do not have the
freedom to do so. It would be inappropriate
and disrespectful. Nightclub life in
Cambodia has a different meaning than it
does in America. It is seen as immoral and
dangerous in Cambodia. It is dangerous
because it is viewed as negative and can be
harmful to the reputation of the individual
and the family.
They also shared with us their experiences
as university students in America, as well as
the culture of American universities. In the
United States, almost all of the university
students live in dormitories while only a
small percentage live off campus. Based on
their experiences, classes start at 10 am and
end at 5 pm. They take a full courseload of
classes, but classes are only about three or
four days a week, and there are no classes
at night or on weekends. Most of their free
time is used for studying and completing
assignments, and they have plenty of time
for work, socializing, and participating in
various activities. They explained that part
of the American university experience is to
learn from inside the classroom, as well as
outside of the classroom. The idea is to learn
how to become responsible for oneself in an
independent social environment.
When comparing their university
experiences in America and Cambodia, they
found that they could walk to school and
leave it very independently in Cambodia,

unlike in America where most of the time
they stayed in their dormitories. They also
shared that American dormitories are not
always as free and independent as they may
seem; the dormitories often have strict rules
about security, visitors, and curfews.
Perhaps the most surprising thing about
studying in America is the tuition fee.
According to Skylar, a university education
can be very expensive and students may
spend up to $60,000 per year. Some
universities are more affordable for students
and do not cost that much, but they are still
on average much more expensive than a
university education here in Cambodia. We
learned that education in America is often
incredibly expensive—so expensive that it
seems almost impossible.
We also learned that American universities
are places where diverse students from
all over the world, such as China, Japan,
Africa, and France, share ideas and culture.
In addition, students can create a club of
four or five people and establish their own
projects. If the student clubs need some
financial support, they can make a request to
the appropriate department in the university.
The club will be supported if it presents a
good idea. Many American students also join
clubs or teams to volunteer in community
service projects. According to the exchange
students, it is quite important for university

Picnic and interviews at Phnom
Udong
students to create a culture of helping each
other, building support and encouragement,
and enhancing creativity through diverse
perspectives and ideas.
After spending a few weeks in Cambodia,
Skylar and Timmy have changed their
perspectives on the country, in regards
to history and the media. Despite the
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Women’s Barriers to Politics
By Tim Vutha, Sen Sopheara, and Long Gheklourng (UC Students)

Striving to achieve more female representation and better balance is one of the
world’s primary Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). Any development without
women’s involvement means only one voice
is heard. To promote fair participation and
gender equality, women need to be included
in political advocacy.
This article examines Ros Dadanet’s Master’s Research Paper (MRP) at the University
of Cambodia (UC) on the topic, “Obstacles
of Women’s Political Participation.” She is a
Master’s degree student majoring in Political
Science at UC and recently completed her
research paper.
The general objectives of her research
project were to examine the obstacles preventing women’s involvement and empowerment in Cambodian politics; explore the
factors that cause this underrepresentation
and ineffective power; and seek peaceful
measures to promote more interaction and
empowerment for women acting in politics.
The research was conducted through informal interviews, formal interviews, background literature review and assessment.
The research also included personal experiences as a Cambodian woman involved in
the political process in order to assess the
key problems. Ms. Dadanet has considerable
professional experience with NGOs and
other organizations and government bodies.
Lastly, a detailed questionnaire survey
was conducted among a target population
of educated university students to obtain
both qualitative and quantitative feedback
from the segment of the youth generation
most likely to enhance women’s participa-
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tion and empowerment in
politics. The questionnaire
survey sought opinions
of the emerging political
and professional generations because they are an
important group of stakeholders who will have the
opportunities and power
to make significant changes.
“In Cambodian society, women do not have
enough political power
even though most women
have enough ability and
want to participate in political acts,” Ms. Dadanet stated.
Her goal is to find the hindrances, help resolve the problems, and motivate women to
participate. This is not just good for women,
but is also good for Cambodia.
She added that sometimes women are not
self-motivated to join politics and they may
need frequent external motivation. Because
of many cultural norms, many Cambodian
women (and men) do not think that women
have the ‘natural characteristics’ to be successful in politics. She disagrees with this
notion.
“Women have the same competency potential as men do to lead the country,” she
emphasized.
Her reflection upon personal experiences
and insights also initiated the research. She
was a staff member at the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
(NDI) working to strengthen and expand
democracy worldwide.
“Women also, by the unique nature of
their experiences, need to take an active role
in politics to achieve an overall completeness
of political potential and perspective. Essentially, a strictly male dominated political
arena will only achieve half of society’s goals
at best,” Ms. Dadanet remarked.
When such imbalances occur at the political level, not all views of all stakeholders are
considered and acted upon. Countries with
more balanced male-female representation
in politics tend to have a more mature and
productive political atmosphere.
Dr. David Kyle Latinis, Dean of Research
and Development and one of her Thesis

Advisors, described Ms. Dadanet as a very
intelligent and amicable person with intimate experience in social affairs, NGOs, the
reality of politics, the conditions faced by
women in regards to political participation,
and the desires to make necessary changes.
“She is a very capable and knowledgeable
person. She has deep insights and is able to
gain honest opinions from others. People
trust her with her sincerity,” Dr. Latinis said.
“She is a good model in Cambodia, especially for female empowerment in politics.”
Dr. Latinis pointed out that the traditional
concept toward women and education generally results in wives having equal or lower
education than their husbands, and often
with the idea that they are supposed to be
less active in community matters and more
active in domestic matters. Dr. Latinis also
stated that this is nothing new to much of
the world throughout history. Additionally,
he noted that females are generally pulled
from school earlier and start later than their
male counterparts. Moreover, according to
Dr. Latinis, young women have fewer opportunities for formal education and sons
are often prioritized, further limiting the opportunities for females.
The amount of women present in other
fields is more comparable to desired balances, whereas the amount of women in politics
is very rare. Southeast Asia, in general, is not
the lowest for female representation in politics by global comparison and there are very
prominent female leaders and politicians in
the region.
In some cases, feedback from respondents suggested that females also attempt to
block other females from entering politics
because they believe that with fewer females
in competition for power, the females in a
particular office or division can secure their
positions. Essentially, some women may actively try to reduce the amount of female
competition by discouragement or adding
difficulties to female applicants.
However, Dr. Latinis is optimistic after
seeing that more talented women are playing
pivotal roles in politics and that the younger
generation is eager to support gender equality.
“I think it is difficult for them, yet I think
more women do want to be more involved
despite foreseeing the challenges. There are
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very real social obstacles, so there should be
proper mechanisms to encourage them,”
said Dr. Latinis. “I think the government
strongly encourages more participation, but
more support, motivation and initiative are
required from all aspects of civil society.”
According to the 2010 Draft Report
of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, in the
Cambodian legislatives sector there are nine
female senators out of 61 total positions,
and 26 female members of the National
Assembly, which has 123 members. There
is one female Deputy Prime Minister, two
female Ministers, 16 female Secretaries of
State among 198 positions, and 31 female
Under-Secretaries of State among 205 positions.
H.E. Dr. Ing Kanta Phavi, Minister of
Women’s Affairs, said at the annual minis-

terial stockpiling workshop on January 25
that the Government’s Rectangular Strategy
Phase 2 regards women as society’s backbone.
“But to. . .[play the]. . .role as a strong
backbone, women have to build up their
capacity and competence to be qualified. .
.[so they]. . .can answer society’s needs,” she
said.
Ms. Tep Bora, Project Manager of Advocacy, Gender and Development in Cambodia Organization, stated that women should
play vital roles in political decisions because
they more accurately represent the voice of
women in the country. Moreover, she continued, most violence in society is against
vulnerable women and children, so women
may be more adept in understanding those
problems and helping to find solutions.

“Lack of political will from political parties to place women in the candidates’ lists,
as well as work burdens, limited financial
resources, and limited education are the
obstacles preventing them [women] to fully
participate in politics,” Bora said.
Finally, she recommends that Cambodian
women increase their personal confidence
and competency by pursuing their education
and learning how to successfully access information. They should also enhance their
advocacy, management, and leadership skills.
Moreover, Bora added, institutions should
work harder to cultivate an environment that
promotes equality and transparency so that
women are afforded the same opportunities
as their male counterparts.

be committed to applying for exchange
programs because students will gain a
valuable experience from studying various
topics and ideas from different parts of the
world, such as culture, standards of living,
and food. Finally, they stated that students
should not have any high expectations of or
be judgmental towards other cultures if they
are selected to study abroad. It was both a

warning and encouragement. In their case,
they were quite happy that their expectations
of a very dangerous and depressing
Cambodia turned out to be wrong. Indeed,
Cambodia was very alive, active, fun, and full
of hope--as seen in the younger generation
of Cambodian students.
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atrocities of the Khmer Rouge period,
which dominated what they had originally
thought about Cambodian culture, they now
see Cambodian culture and the country’s
educational system in a much more
positive light: full of hope, optimism and
friendliness.
Skylar and Timmy also encouraged all
Cambodian students to study hard and
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FO U N DAT I O N
To give supporters from the private sector the opportunity to contribute to
the University of Cambodia’s mission of excellence in providing quality education, research and public service initiatives, the university established the
UC Foundation. Founded in 2005, the UC Foundation will support academic programs, student scholarships, faculty and facility developments, and
more.
If you have a passion for improving higher education and would like to learn
more about how to unite with us in continuing the UC tradition, please visit
our website.
www.ucfoundation.net

The University of Cambodia

Toshu Fukami Library
Our library is open seven days a
week, except holidays. Hours of
operation are Monday to Friday,
7:30 am to 9 pm, and Saturday to
Sunday, from 7:30 am to 6 pm.
We also welcome book and magazine donations to our library. Please
donate any educational materials to
the UC Administration Office at
your convenience.

Visit the University of Cambodia online at www.uc.edu.kh
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Supporters
Book Donations to the Toshu Fukami Library
The Toshu Fukami Library continues
to grow due to the generosity of donors
and supporters; for this, we are extremely
grateful. During the first quarter of 2011,
the library received a total of 971 books
and 56 magazines from existing and new
supporters.
The Toshu Fukami Library would like
to thank our supporters for their kind
donations. The library would not be at its
current state without their generosity.
We would like to extend a warm “thank
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President of
you”
to Ngee Ann Primary School in
UC and Adviser to Samdech Techo
Singapore
for donating 854 books to our
Prime Minister, graciously accepted
library,
and
to Thakral Group of Companies
the book donation from Ngee Ann
for
facilitating
the donation.
Primary School in Singapore through
The
Ministry
of Justice made a generous
Thakral Group of Companies.

donation of 110 books to the library. Other
supporters included the Cambodian Higher
Education Association, NGO Forum on
Cambodia, Ministry of Information, US
Embassy, and UC Student Senate.
In addition, we are very appreciative of
book donations made by private donors,
such as Ms. Cherie Tan who donated two
books.
The University of Cambodia invites all
members of the UC community to explore
the wonders of our library. It is open seven
days a week, except holidays. Hours of
operation are Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to
9 pm, and Saturday to Sunday, from 7:30 am
to 6 pm.

Thank you to all individuals and institutions who have lent their support to the University of Cambodia. We hope to have included a complete list of those who have made financial and
in-kind contributions to UC, and express our sincerest apologies to any individual or institution we have forgotten. If you have contributed to the University of Cambodia and are not
present on the list, please write our editor at seng@uc.edu.kh so we can add your name in next quarter’s newsletter.
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Founder and President, International Foundation for Arts and Culture, Japan
Mr. Rikhi Thakral, Executive Director, Thakral Group
of Companies

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS
International Foundation for Arts and Culture
Thakral Group of Companies
World Mate

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
Dr. Haruhisa Handa
Dr. Rikhi Thakral
Mr. Graeme Priestly
Mr. Teo Jing Kok
Mr. Koh Say Choon
Mr. Eric Sim

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Accreditation Committee of Cambodia (ACC)
Angkor Khmer Identify
Arun Rash Magazine
Asia Center for Research Human Resource Development
The Asia Development Bank (ADB)
The Asia Foundation
Association Des Bibliothecaires Et Documentatistes Du
Cambodge
Cambodian Higher Education Association
Cambodia Institute for Cooperation and Peace
Cambodia Red Cross
Cambodians for Resource Revenue Transparency
Center for Chinese Studies
Center for Social Development
Chuca-Pong Magazine
Classified Advertising Guide
Comfrel
Computer Magazine
Dawn of Cambodia
Department of Financial Industry
Dr. Diep Sophal
Dr. Haruhisa Handa
Dr. In Sophal
Economics Today Magazine
Embassy of Australia
Embassy of France
Embassy of Germany
Embassy of India
Embassy of Japan
Embassy of Singapore
Embassy of the United Kingdom
Embassy of the United States

English Teaching Forum
European Union (EU)
Extraodinary Chambers in the Court of Cambodia
EzeCom Company
Friend Khmer Culture
Global Magazine
Goodhill Enterprise (Cambodia) Ltd.
H.E. Chay Lyheng
H.E. Cheam Yeap
H.E. Ing Bunhoaw
H.E. Nout Narang
H.E. Sean Borat
H.E. Tea Banh
International Finance Corporation
Konrad Adenaure Stiftung
Learning Institute People and Work Resource
Ministry of Defense
Ministry of Economy and Finance
Ministry of Environment
Ministry of Information
Ministry of Justice
Ministry of Planning
Mr. Bernd Nobel
Mr. Chang
Mr. Francis
Mr. Gary Suter
Mr. Graeme Priestly
Mr. Heng Sreay
Mr. Kai Lih Lio
Mr. Kosal Vathanea
Mr. Locksong Hor Chheavneath
Mr. Pay Chheng How

Mr. Paul Heng
Mr. Pen Nhienh
Mr. Preah Kru Monkol Vong Sacha Sok Buntheoun
Mr. Puy Kea
Mr. Sok Thon
Mr. Tayor
Ms. Cherie Tan
Ms. Heride Batara
Ms. Sharon Wilkinson
National Committee for Population and Development
National Democratic Institute
National University of Singapore
Ngee Ann Primary School
NGO Committee on the Right of the Child
The NGO Forum on Cambodia
Nokorthom Bookshop
Padek (NGO) Cambodia
People Health Development Association (PHD)
Royal Academy for Imperial Angkor
Royal University of Phnom Penh
Southeast Asia Globe
Thakral (Singapore)
UNESCO
United Nations
United Nations Development Program
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
USAID
World Bank
World Mate
Yellow Pages Company

