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KHMER NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 2018
By: Ms. Hout Chhungbouy, President of UCSS, 12th Mandate

The University of Cambodia Student Senate 12th
Mandate hosted the Khmer New Year Celebration
2018 event on 6 April 2018. The purpose of this
event was to allow all UC students, lecturers, staff,
and management team to enjoy the activities during
Khmer New Year and to create a sense of unity and
belonging among UC students. This was the third
project of many projects that are being held by The
University of Cambodia Student Senate under the
instruction of H.E Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and President of
The University of Cambodia.
The UCSS 12th Mandate arranged the event which
had traditional Khmer style decorations. In the
morning, we invited H.E. Kao Kim Hourn and Lok
ChomTeav and the UC management team to join our
monk chanting and blessing ceremony. After that, we
enjoyed the Truddha Dance which was performed
by the Raksmey Koma Kampuchea Association.
We then invited H.E. Kao Kim Hourn and H.E.
Samraing Kamsan to a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
The management team went to look around our
event zone, joined our Khmer Traditional games and
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took photos together at many of our photo zones. In
addition to the management team, many UC staff,
teachers, and especially students came to join our
activities and enjoyed our food store inside the event
zone which was made by UC’s students.
We played many Khmer traditional games and danced
to many Khmer songs until 4:30pm. At 5:00pm, we
started our concert where H.E. Samraing Kamsan
and UC’s management team were our honorable
guests. Ms. Hout Chhungbouy, President of UCSS,
gave the introductory remarks and invited H.E.
Samraing Kamsan to deliver an inspiring speech to
all the guests. Then, UC student performers sang,
performed a krama dance, and then hosted a Khmer
traditional dress fashion show which contained
students from the seven colleges of UC. Finally,
everyone joined together to dance all night until
8:30pm and left home feeling excited and fulfilled.
With approximately 400-500 guests, UCSS did our
best to make this event happen, and we were so glad
to see the event supported by UC’s management
team, staff, and students.

Student Zone
Media Students from
The University of Cambodia Visit PNN TV Station
By: Mr. Bun Sophal, Associate Dean of The College of Media and Communications

On April 27, 45 students from the College of Media
and Communications (CMC) at The University of
Cambodia had a study tour to PNN TV station to
learn about the process of news production and
broadcasting.
Three batches of students from Foundation Year
to third year had great opportunities to learn
about high tech equipment used for media and TV
broadcasting.
The tour at PNN amenities was introduced by Pen
Bona, news editor-in-chief of PNN TV. Throughout
the morning, the tour was accompanied by assistants
detailing on how news contents are produced and

broadcasted, especially in the live room, technical
rooms, and concert hall.
This is not the first time that media students from
The College of Media and Communications have
received opportunities to learn practical experiences
outside the class room. They even practiced how to
write and cover journalistic news in the communities
and other TV stations.

Scan QR code
to watch VDO
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The SCDC Field Trip to Angkor Charity
Organization
By: Mr. Chhean Brasit, Director of the Skills and Career Development Center

The Skills and Career Development Center hosted
the “SCDC Field Trip” at Angkor Charity
Organization, Siem Reap on May 12-15, 2018. The
purpose of the trip was to offer donations to 93
orphans and to hold a performance for them as well.
A total of 48 students from UC made the trip over
the King’s Birthday holidays. I would like to thank
Mr. Nou Tat, Executive Director of Angkor Charity
Organization, for allowing UC to provide donations,

as well as the SCDC team for organizing the
logistics. In particular, team members Chen
Hangkanika, Phann Somnang, Sal Veasna, Sok
Chhunlang, Eang Darapich, and Uteng Chandisavet
helped organize the event, lead the students, and
ensuring that everything ran smoothly. Overall, the
UC students thoroughly enjoyed the event and felt
they contributed to the community in Siem Reap.

Introducing...

			

Partners of UC

The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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UC Gratitude Day
By: Mr. Lim Kimngoun, UCSS project holder

Samraing Kamsan, and the UC Management Team
joined the monk chanting and blessing. After that,
we played a UC student’s video which expressed
her feelings to her parents, and we then surprised
everyone by bringing out the student’s parents. Next,
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn gave a speech about
gratitude, and then he invited H.E. Samraing Kamsan
and the Deans to sit on stage and bind red threads
for UC students. Finally, the students did a special
performance and had a photo session with everyone.
The UCSS team tried our best to make this event
happen, and we were so glad to see it was supported
To start the event, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, H.E. by the UC management team, staff and students.
On Saturday, 2 June 2018, The University of
Cambodia Student Senate 12th Mandate hosted UC
Gratitude Day under the theme of “A Mother is a
Waiting Harbor.” The purpose of this event was
for students to give thanks to their teachers, parents,
UC staff, and anyone else who has helped them.
This was the fourth project of many projects that are
being held by The University of Cambodia Student
Senate under the instruction of H.E Dr. Kao Kim
Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
and President of The University of Cambodia.

The School of Creative Arts (SCA) was founded on April 26, 2018 under the leadership and guidance
of His Excellency Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President of
The University of Cambodia. SCA primarily consists of three parts: (1) Music and Songs (2) Dancing
and (3) Drama. SCA will offer certificate programs, Associate’s Degrees, and Bachelor’s Degrees, all of
which have curricula that are designed to meet national and international standards. This will help
ensure that students will become professional artists, teachers, and leading researchers. For the new
academic year 2018-2019, The University of Cambodia is pleased to provide 250 full scholarships. For
more information, please contact the Office of Admissions, Information, and Registration.
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EU-SHARE SCHOLARSHIP-PAYAP UNIVERSITY
By: Mr. Seng Sokkheang, UC Student, International Business, The TFSB
WHO AM I?
Since a kid, it has always been my dream to fly in the sky!

It’s me during the crisis - midterm exam.
Hi! My name is Kheang. I’m a sophomore majoring in
International Business in The Tony Fernandes School of
Business at The University of Cambodia. In January
2018, I got a fully-funded scholarship from EU-SHARE
to study in one of the most prestigious universities in
Thailand, Payap University.

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED FROM THE
PROGRAM?
There are so many things I’ve learned from studying
abroad. First of all, I was in one of the best school
systems. I was studying in the international college with
many other nationalities, namely American, British,
Burmese, Canadian, Chinese, Japanese, Vietnamese,
Thai, and so on. With this, it has helped me to see
different perspectives from students around the world
sharing their ideas inside the classroom. Moreover, I’ve
learned to live more independently. Besides, I was
traveling a lot, and traveling in Thailand was the highlight
for me. You will enjoy your time exploring new cities
and places, learning new languages, trying different
kinds of food, meeting new people (even getting a loved
one!), discovering more about their traditions, and the
list can go on for days. Also, with the development in
Thailand, it was great to know how it has become one of
the more powerful nations in ASEAN as well as in the
world. In short, my time there was amazing. It was filled
with new experiences and unforgettable memories.

WHAT IS SHARE?

Payap University.
SHARE is an EU Grant funded project with an overarching
objective to strengthen regional cooperation, enhance
the quality, competitiveness, and internationalization of
ASEAN higher education institutions and students,
contributing to an ASEAN Community beyond 2015.
The main aim is to enhance cooperation between the EU
and the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) and to
create lasting benefits from the harmonization of higher
education across ASEAN.

The

TIPS FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP
Well, from my experience in this program first, you have
to know the criteria. Although there are no certain criteria
for getting this scholarship, you need a good GPA (3.5
and above is preferable). Another important thing is
choosing the university wisely. Choose between the best
university and the university that you are likely to get in.
Keep working hard, and your time will come!

UC Bulletin

If you wish to provide articles, comments, complaints, or suggestions for the improvement of the UC Bulletin, or
you would like to apply for a student internship, please contact Mr. Travis Mitchell, at director_crc@uc.edu.kh
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My Experience in Studying and Living in the Philippines
By: Mr. Va Sodaroth, UC Student, Information Technology, the College of Science and Technology

My name is Va Sodaroth, a year 4 student at The
University of Cambodia majoring in Information
Technology at the College of Science and
Technology. I was awarded to be part of an exchange
program for one semester through the EU-SHARE
Scholarship to the University of the Philippines.
Before going to the Philippines, I expected that I
would have new experiences living and staying
there as a student and a foreigner.

In my morning class, I felt strange and excited to be
the only foreigner studying with Filipino students
who were active and smart in the class. The teacher
asked students to use English in the class as he
knows I was a foreign student. Fortunately, all the
classes I took were taught in English, so it was easy
for me to focus on the lectures and discuss with
classmates and the professors. Classes were
interesting and motivated, so I never missed any
classes. Actually, studying there is kind of difficult
In the first morning of my mobility period in the and heavy compared to what I had been learning in
Philippines, I was nervous because I could not Cambodia.
understand what people were saying outside in the
dorm. Actually, I stayed at Acacia dormitory which
I learnt that Filipino culture is slightly different from
is also on the university campus, so I could reach the
some other ASEAN countries. Mainly, Filipino
college easily. There is a shopping center and a
community called “Area 2” which I could find good people prefer European culture since their country
things to eat and drink. Fortunately, the Filipinos was colonized by the Spanish and Americans.
could speak English very well, so I could interact Filipino people are friendly, hard-working, and
with them easily. Besides Filipinos, I also made a lot nationalistic and they value knowledge and capability
of international friends like Japanese, Indonesian, of other people.
Korean, Nigerian, Vietnamese as well as French
because we stayed at the dorm together. Even though Finally, I would like to thank The University of
UP students find it difficult to spare some time for Cambodia officers and staff who helped me along
meeting, we could gather together, share our the way for this scholarship opportunity. Next, I
experiences and hang out sometimes in the evening, would like to thank the University of the Philippines
so we felt like a family gathering together after a Diliman that offered me the exchange studies.
full day of working and studying. Personally, I like Similarly, I would like to thank the EU-SHARE
to learn new languages, so I familiarized myself Scholarship for offering the opportunity to live and
with a lot of useful phrases in the Filipino language study abroad. Lastly, I would like to thank my
such as “Kumusta,” “Maraming Salamat,” and family, professors, seniors, friends, and people
“Mahal Kita.” Living in the Philippines was a around me for contributing and shaping who I am
valuable gift to me because I gained so many life today.
experiences there.
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UC Hosts the 4th Undergraduate Research Poster Presentation
By: Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity

On 11 June 2018, forty-five undergraduate students
from RES301 (Research Methodology) participated
in the UC Undergraduate Research Poster Presentation
where they presented their findings to the public. This
was the fourth time that The University of Cambodia
has hosted the Poster Presentation since its inception in
2016. This event allows students to showcase their
work to the public and talk to Vice Presidents, Deans,
Associate Deans, faculty, staff, and fellow UC students
about research. In particular, the students first explained
what is research and then focused on their individual
projects: how they formulated their research questions,
their chosen methodologies, their findings, and their

recommendations. The presentation style was designed
to be informal so that young students could see that
research is actually fun, interesting, and useful and
doesn’t have to be scary or intimidating.
The best projects will be published in the UC Working
Paper Series, an undergraduate research journal, which
is issued twice per year and can be found on the UC
website and in the UC Bookstore.The UC Undergraduate
Research Poster Presentation, along with the UC
Working Paper Series, is part of UC’s efforts to create
a culture of research throughout the University and
aims to inspire all students to participate in research.

Introducing The Tony Fernandes School of Business . . .
The Tony Fernandes School of Business (formerly known as the College of
Management) has consistently been one of the largest schools at The University
of Cambodia. With more than ten years of proven success in preparing its
students for the labor market, The TFSB emphasizes five key elements for its
students: #Entrepreneurship #Leadership #Technology
#Creativity and #Innovation. Come see why national and
international employers consistently seek out The TFSB
graduates!

Scan to connect to our facebook page here 
UC Bulletin Vol. 34
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Outstanding
Name : Ms. Suon Sreyneang
Major: Media Arts and Communications
Term : 8
GPA : 4.0
cannot specifically mention any particular inspiring
teacher.
What’s your best memory at UC?
I have many good memories at UC. I have met many
adorable lecturers and friendly friends. Especially, I
have joined a lot of events and camping for charity
events or other workshops that UC has celebrated.
What motivates you to get good grades?
First, I would say that good grades originate from
hard work. To achieve this, I have set my schedule of
studying and doing research, and I am always eager to
learn new things. Being able to research, you need to
know some trusted sources and some basic computer
skills that you can master even from your school and
beyond. Second, I always pay attention and note some
key points while in class and raise questions. Third, I
always have prepared for exams for several days and
nights.
What is your strategy to get good grades?
My strategy to get good grades is to have a schedule
of studying and designate the specific times to finish
homework, assignments and so on so that you will
never miss a deadline. Good notes correlate with good
grades but you do not need to cram for that; make sure
that you have a good night’s sleep the night before the
exam. Practical time management is my core value,
and you can just review weeks before that.

What’s your favorite thing to do outside UC?
My favorite thing to do outside UC is having fun with
my classmates and making some educational stories or
some videos that are related to university. Sometimes
I hang out with friends or travel to strengthen our
friendship.
What are your future goals?
I want to become a professional journalist and
reputable script writer after I earn my BA in the next
two to three years and I have a plan to continue my
studies for a Master’s Degree and so on.

What advice would you give to students who want
to be more successful next term?
I would recommend them to pay attention to their
studies in class and attend every class, not almost
every class, not just for the sake of attendance but you
have to learn more skills even if they are not in your
interests. It is not important for you at the moment
but who knows if it will be imperative for you in the
future. Even when you miss a class, you have to notify
your lecturers. You should not be absent without
What teacher has inspired you the most?
reason. Also please be patient and committed in your
The best inspiration from teachers is their
teamwork on assignments and be more creative. Do
encouragement. I always appreciate and need
not waste your time, be ready and prepared at all
comments from them. Giving feedback on poor points
times for upcoming exams.
on my study performance is what I need most, so I
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Students
Name
Major
Term
GPA

: Mr. Nak Pichta
: International Relations
:9
: 4.0

What motivates you to get good grades?
My family is the main reason that motivates me to get
good grades.
What is your strategy to get good grades?
The strategies that I am using are reading books in
advance, taking important notes about what teacher
has said during class, asking lecturers on the matter
that I cannot understand, and meeting with other
friends in order to have group study sessions.
What teacher has inspired you the most?
My teacher has inspired me through his passion in his
work and his speech in giving me motivation. He has
shared some life goals that I should achieve and also
some useful advice for my study life.
What’s your best memory at UC?
The best memories that I have had at UC are having
group study sessions with my friends, friendly and
caring teachers and university staff as well as my
Urgent Family (my peers at university). I am going to
miss all of them after graduation.
What’s your favorite thing to do outside UC?
If I were to have free time, I would travel around to
get some fresh air. And my hobby is singing.
What are your future goals?

I would want to open a business relating to hospitality
which is owning a hotel, or working as a part of an
international organization.
What advice would you give to students who want
to be more successful next term?
I have several words that I want to pass to the other
students. I want them to keep trying hard and never
give up even if they would encounter some obstacles.
It would be better if they learn to take more notes, so
that it is easy for them whenever they need to review
for exams. It would be really good as well if they could
spend more time on reading. I know that studying life
may be hard for them but I hope they could be patient
and keep trying. Moreover, I realized that it is also a
good opportunity for us now as we can build more
networks with people around us as it will be useful
when it is time for us to work. Other than that, I also
wish the students could be more open and share more
to one another as we will never know when we could
need the people around us.

UC Bulletin Vol. 34

| 12

Student Zone

ALUMNI
Ms. Heng Chansothunny
UC College/School: Arts and Humanities
Year of Graduation : 2017		
Major : English Literature

“When I was an undergraduate student, I did
participate in UC events, activities and clubs. It
enhanced my knowledge on culture and empowering
my capacity in my university life. Some events gave
me opportunities to help the society as well. ”
What was your most memorable moment as a
student of the University of Cambodia?
“My most memorable time was when I needed
to work on my assignment with my team and
friends, especially in putting efforts to prepare the
What did you like most about UC?
presentation. I remember I was so nervous when I
“UC has employed a lot of excellent lecturers; and
faced the lecturer. ”
the rules and regulations at the school also push the
students to work hard and graduate as students with
What is your current job? How did your experience
high qualifications.”
at the University of Cambodia help you obtain and
succeed in this position?
What did you think of your program’s facilities
“I am currently working as a Senior HR Executive
such as available technology, resources, laboraat Soriya Center Point. The University of Cambodia
tories and classrooms?
helped me improve my English, which later on plays
“It is qualified enough to become one of the best
a big role in my work such as communicating in
universities in Cambodia. ”
English, writing reports or emails in English etc.”
Was there a faculty member, staff, or fellow student
who made a lasting impression on you or helped
you when you were here at UC? How? Why?
“I am very close with the group of friends that I made
and even until now, I am still in touch with them. They
helped me through my studies and review sessions as
well as going to extra UC activities. We had a lot of
fun together.”

Have you taken advantage UC’s vast alumni
network and services (UC Alumni Association, UC
Alumni Reunion, etc.)? Which ones?
“No, I have not yet taken advantage of them yet.”

What career advice would you like to give to
students to better prepare them for the real
world?
“No matter how much you have learnt at school, you
Did you participate in any UC events, activities,
always need to learn by yourself more. And you need
clubs or organizations? If so, what was your
to seek more experiences to understand the real world
experience?
because there are so many things that we need to
discover more.”
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TALK
Ms. Chiea SieangEng
UC College/School: Social Sciences
Year of Graduation : 2017		
Major : Public Administration
What did you like most about UC?
“The University of Cambodia has a good academic
reputation and most of the graduates get good jobs.
UC gives many opportunities for students to have
scholarships.”
What did you think of your program’s facilities
such as available technology, resources, laboratories and classrooms?
“The Library has lots of documents and is quiet for
students to do research and review their lessons before
exams. Classrooms are equipped with air-conditioners
and slideshow projectors and the classrooms have
less external noise. The Computer lab has enough
computers and is easy for students to do research on
the internet”
Was there a faculty member, staff, or fellow student
who made a lasting impression on you or helped
you when you were here at UC? How? Why?
“All my classmates were my friends; they were
friendly. When we didn’t understand the lessons,
we could turn to anyone in the classroom and they
would help explain them to us. I had four best friends,
though at first we were just classmates. Our friendship
started when the lecturer grouped us together for an
assignment and it made us learn about and understand
each other. When an assignment was given, the four
of us always worked together which made us become
closer and stick together, and we were able to share
our happiness, sadness, secrets, and problems.”

What was your most memorable moment as a
student of the University of Cambodia?
“My most memorable moment as a student at UC was
attending many workshops or debates on good and
beneficial topics.”
What is your current job? How did your experience
at the University of Cambodia help you obtain and
succeed in this position?
“I am an administrator in one organization. When I
studied at UC, the lecturer gave lots of assignments
with presentations. Giving a speech or presentation in
front of other students allowed me to be prepared for
the real work environment. I have no fear in facing
many people and I have confidence in delivering a
speech or giving a presentation at my work place.”

Have you taken advantage UC’s vast alumni
network and services (UC Alumni Association, UC
Alumni Reunion, etc.)? Which ones?
Did you participate in any UC events, activities, “I have attended the UC Alumni Reunion..”
clubs or organizations? If so, what was your
experience?
What career advice would you like to give to
“I didn’t participate in any events, activities, clubs students to better prepare them for the real
or organizations. But I really appreciated all these world?
programs that school creates, especially the charity “Plenty of graduate students started out in a career or
events which are important to our society. Charity job which was not related to their skills in which they
helps inspire students to have an attitude of sharing or had studied. As long as there is opportunity, grab it for
a culture of giving, and it helps donate to those who every job does not need to address all your passions.
are in need. Acts of charity also show unity. Charities Use every job as an opportunity to learn something
bring people together who care about a cause and new and keep an open mind and trust that with hard
want to make a difference. Whatever cause you care work and dedication, you will reach your goal.”
about, there will be a charity working on it. ”
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Best Foundation Year Students Graduating
By: Mr. Hong Sophorn, Director of the Academic Foundation Department
Every term, we recognize the best students who have completed their Foundation Year (FY): those who have
scored an ‘A’ overall for three terms or ten courses are nominated to the Vice-President’s List, while those who
have scored a ‘B+’ overall are nominated to the Dean’s List.
No students scored an overall ‘A’ grade in this Foundation Year starting in November 17, 2016. However, a
total of 45 students (16.1% of the total of 279 students) scored an overall ‘B+’ grade. Table 1 provides a
breakdown by Colleges and School.

A previous by-term analysis has indicated that there are significant differences between sessions in student
performance. One noteworthy observation is as follows:
 In Term I of Academic Year 2016-17, FY students in the afternoon session did better than their
counterparts in other sessions when looking at the number of outstanding students.
Table 2 considers the performance of students who completed their FY in Term I on a by-session basis.
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in Promotion 15, Term I (2016-2017)
This table indicates that there were a smaller number of students in the evening and no students during the
weekend session, and there was a better performance of afternoon students compared with other sessions.
What is remarkable is the very high proportion of female students on the Dean’s List. Overall the Dean’s List
for these session is mostly women (71.1%).
The following are the students who qualified for the Dean’s List as a result of their overall performance in the
Foundation Year. This will be recorded in their academic transcripts. The students are to be congratulated on
their hard work; it is hoped that this will encourage them to continue to do so as they proceed through our
undergraduate programmes.
Rith Danita (Business Management)
Ty Channlyna (International Relations)
In Waddhna (Law)
San Channiroth (Accounting)
Neth Sopheaktra (Finance and Banking)
Than Thanharith (English Literature and language)
Tek Senglong (Business Management)
Lim Leanghor (International Relations)
Bun Mouysor (Asian Studies)
Phon Bophatheavy (English Literature and language)
Soung Menea (International Business)
Samleng Raksmey (Accounting)
Khun Meavnean (Accounting)
Pov Pichanbormey (Business Management)
Dan Manh (Information Technology)
Hok Horn (International Relations)
Sim Kimrin (International Relations)
Poeng Sreyhouy (Accounting)
Pil Kolab (English Literature and language)
Chum Punareay (Law)
Phorn Sothearoth (International Business)
Yim Malisphoung (International Business)
Phon Pisey (English Literature and language)

Mao Daneth (Law)
Chhun Sreynich (Accounting)
Kruy Punleu (Accounting)
Heng Bonita (Accounting)
Neang Sreyne (International Relations)
Leang Sotheanin (International Relations)
Prum Chhai Y (English Literature and language)
Sea Sovath (Law)
Ol Saomony (International Business)
Lyieng Laphy (International Business)
Poret Rida (Accounting)
Min Chansopheaktra (Accounting)
Sim Sona (Finance and Banking)
Thannthanha Roth (International Relations)
Saut Nita (English Literature and language)
Heang Seihak (English Literature and language)
Dean Sreyny (Accounting)
Hor Seng Hong (Finance and Banking)
Yang Chankun (Business Management)
Lay Soeun (Information Technology)
Meas Kannitha (International Relations)
Sam Sreynoch (Media Arts and Studie)

Introducing...

			

Partners of UC

The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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“Youth Forum on Adapting Awareness of Begging on the Street”
By: Ms. Soun Khanra, Assistant for College of Social Sciences

On March 26, 2018, the Ministry of
Social Affairs Veterans and Youth
Rehabilitation cooperated with The
University of Cambodia to organize
the “Youth Forum on Adapting
Awareness of Begging on the
Street.” The purpose of the event
was to demonstrate the key causes
and effects of begging on the street;
to determine the key solutions of the
government sector and cooperating
organizations in eliminating begging
on the street; and to promote youth
involvement in eliminating begging.
The event was moderated by Ms.
SOUN Khanra, Assistant for the
College of Social Sciences. It was
presided over by Dr. HU Ty, Dean
for the College of Social Sciences;
Mr. CHHOUR Sopanha, Director
of the Department of Social Welfare
of Ministry of Social Affairs,
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation;
Mr. OUCH Kimny, Vice Director
of the Department of Social Welfare
of Ministry of Social Affairs,
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation;
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Mrs. MOM Chan Dany, Director
of the Department of Social Affairs,
Veteran and Youth Rehabilitation of
Phnom Penh; Mr. SAN Paren,
Representative of World Vision; a
representative
of
Friends
International; three representatives
who were helped by World Vision
and Friends International; and four
champion debaters from The
University of Cambodia:
•
•
•
•

Ms. Someurn Linda
Ms. Thoung Sovannrin
Mr. Sem Virak Both
Mr. Pov Kalin

The event was attended by about
120 students from all colleges and
CES of The University of Cambodia.
According to Dr. HU Ty, this program
is really important to share the
general knowledge about social
issues to Cambodian youth and
students about what we should offer
and should not offer to all beggers
on the street. Additionally, Mr.
Chhour Sophanha stated that this

program is the best strategy to
advertise the key causes and effects
of begging on the street to all
Cambodian citizens and students.
More importantly, the youth need to
be involved in understanding and
finding solutions to begging on the
streets. He added that, “we must
work together for our society.”
Other speakers underscored the
causes, effects, and solutions of
begging and the organizations
explained what they are doing to
help with this problem. The former
beggars shared their life stories with
the audience, and the UC debaters
presented their research about
begging to all the participants. They
also provided many possible
solutions and recommendations to
Cambodian youth as well as the
government and NGO sectors to
cooperate together and solve this
problem. The guests thanked the
audience for listening and encouraged
them to get involved to help solve
social issues in Cambodia.

UC in Action

UC Seminar on Educating the Public on Road Safety 2018
By: Mr. Prak Sopheara, UCCRCY President

On Tuesday, 3 April 2018, The University of Cambodia
Cambodian Red Cross Youth (UCCRCY), in
collaboration with the AIP Foundation, hosted a
seminar on “Educating the Public on Road Safety”
at the Conference Center of The University of
Cambodia.

accidents and improve road traffic law enforcement for
our UC community, said Dr. Y Ratana.

Mr. Seng Keatly, UCCRCY member and Young
Ambassadors for Road Safety (YARS), remarked that
one of the most important and dangerous actions is
using your phone while driving. Users of mobile
The seminar was presided over by Dr. Y Ratana, Vice phones are more than four times as likely to have an
President for Academic Affairs, Ms. Khun Chanpha, accident as those who don’t use phones.
Program Director of AIP Foundation, Lt. Col. Eoeng
Vannak, Deputy Director of Department of Traffic Lt. Col. Eoeng Vannak conducted a presentation about
Police and Public Order, and UCCRCY advisors. the amendment of the traffic law and traffic signs.
Around 150 students participated in this seminar.
Students then asked many interesting questions and he
responded with clear information. He then thanked
The University of Cambodia has always been actively The University of Cambodia for organizing the seminar
involved in many social works by participating in and giving the students a chance to learn directly from
programs to improve the education of students and the the traffic experts. He concluded by reminding
community through raising awareness. UCCRCY everyone to always respect and obey the Cambodian
organized this particular seminar to reduce traffic traffic law enforcement.
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The Public Speaking Graduation Ceremony
By: Mr. Chhean Brasit, Director of the Skills and Career Development Center

The Skills and Career Development Center hosted
the Public Speaking Graduation Ceremony at The
University of Cambodia on April 06, 2018 in the
United States Room, 9th floor from 3:00 PM to 4:30
PM. The 9 graduated students were Miss Chey Sotha,
Miss Ek Raksmeysomaly, Miss Mao Chanthou,
Miss Meas Lita, Mr Oeng Dymean, Miss Pang
Lida, Mr. Srey Pisey, Mr. Suon Sovanneth, and
Miss Yeang Yayi.
Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council and
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Research Creativity, gave an uplifting speech to the
graduating students on how to always be a good public
speaker. Ms. Chap Chamroeun Molika, Deputy
Director of the Toshu Fukami Library, delivered
an inspiring speech motivating students not to give
up on their dreams. Mr. Travis Mitchell handed out
their public speaking certificates of completion to
the graduating students. Miss Ek Raksmeysomaly
was also recognized for earning the highest score in
her class (112/125), and thus was the representative
of the Public Speaking XIII.

UC in Action

TSS Workshop on
Cambodia’s Foreign Policy: Current Updates
By: Mr. Keo Chhea, Dean of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations
as the Moderator of the workshop, and he introduced
the five volunteer speakers, namely Mr. Toch
Sothiary, PhD Candidate of the TSS who spoke on
Cambodia’s Foreign Policy: Effects of Internal
Politics on Foreign Policy; Mr. In Sophal himself,
who spoke on Cambodia-China relations: Positive
and Negative Impacts; Mr. Chum Rortha, a PhD
Candidate of the TSS, who spoke on China’s
Development Assistance: Impact of Economic
Growth; Mr. Sao Chantola, a PhD candidate of
In an effort to assist PhD Candidates to fulfill the TSS, who spoke on the ASEAN Community: Is Free
requirements of the PhD process, the Techo Sen Flow of Labor an Opportunity or a Challenge to
School of Government and International Relations Cambodia?; and Mr. Kith Rathamony, a PhD
(TSS) at The University of Cambodia organized a candidate of the TSS, who spoke on Cambodia-US
“Workshop on Cambodia’s Foreign Policy: Relations: Shifts and Trends. The speakers each
Current Updates” on Saturday, April 7, 2018 at the delivered critical presentations and answered many
Cambodia Hall of The University of Cambodia. The questions from the audience.
workshop, which was attended by 36 PhD candidates
and students from The University of Cambodia and
other universities, was conducted in five distinctive
sessions, namely the plenary session with
presentations by five speakers on different topics
related to current Cambodian foreign policy issues,
as well as group discussion and a closing session.
In his Opening Remarks, Prof. Keo Chhea stressed
on the need to continue learning both inside and
outside the classroom and exchanging different
ideas. He encouraged all participants to be actively
involved in the group discussion on current
Cambodian foreign policy issues and to study the
effects of internal politics on foreign policy, the
positive and negative impacts on Cambodia-China
relations, the impacts on economic growth of China’s
development assistance, challenges or opportunities
of free flow of labor in ASEAN Community, and the
shifts on Cambodia-US relations.
Mr. In Sophal, a PhD Candidate of the TSS, acted

In his closing remarks, Prof. Din Merican, Associate
Dean of TSS and Special Assistant to H.E. Dr. Kao
Kim Hourn, congratulated the five talented speakers
for their presentations of the topics as well as for
skillfully stirring the discussion in their groups. He
also stressed the importance of implementation of
Cambodian foreign policy which is one of the vital
roles for socioeconomic development. This workshop
was one of many that TSS has conducted to help the
students exchange their ideas in a public forum and
help prepare them for writing their dissertations.
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International High School Art Competition 2018
By: Mr. Kay Chandara, Deputy Director of the Office of Administration

The 14th International High School Art Competition Thinking.” The top five winners are as follows:
Festival was announced to the general public throughout
the country on April 23rd, 2018 and the application
No Name		
Gender
Score Rank
deadline was on April 19th, 2018. There were 54 high
1 Phai Sokheang
F		
86
1
school students who submitted their artwork for
2 Lim Lyhim
F		
78
2
evaluation. On April 20th, 2018, an exam was held to
3 Chea Meymey
F		
71
3
assess the candidates’ artistic abilities and congruence
with the completion’s themes.
4 Lay Youmeasmanit F		
65
4
5 To Sonita
F		
59
5
There was a committee formed to assess the artwork and
determine the winners. H.E. Samraing Kamsan, The first place winner was awarded the opportunity to
Member of the UC Board of Trustees, chaired the visit Japan for three days. All expenses incurred during
committee, with Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President for the three-day Japan trip including accommodation, food,
Academic Affairs, acting as Vice Chair. Other members local means, and airfare will be borne by the International
included Dr. Suy Sareth, Dean of the School of Foundation for Arts and Culture (IFAC), Japan.
Undergraduate Studies, Mr. An Sopheak, Dean of the
School of Creative Arts, and Mr. Pay Chheng How, Last but not least, on April 23rd, 2018 at 2:00pm, The
Dean of the School of Foreign Languages.
University of Cambodia organized an official result
announcement ceremony of the International High
The committee first determined the top 10 students, and School Arts Competition for the national level, which
then whittled down the candidates to the top 5 and finally, was chaired by H.E. Samraing Kamsan in the UC
they chose the winner from those students. They Conference Room, Level 2. H.E. Samraing Kamsan
evaluated the artwork using five equal criteria, including congratulated Miss Phai Sokheang who obtained a score
content, workmanship techniques in the use of color, of 86 from the committee and won this competition. He
creativity and style, aesthetics, and realities.
also encouraged those who did not win the competition
to continue to practice and not give up. He suggested
After the detailed evaluation process, five unique doing one painting or drawing per month. After that,
masterpieces were selected, and the top prize was H.E. Samraing Kamsan conferred the certificates of
presented to Miss Phai Sokheang, a student from Happy appreciation to all the candidates and took photos
Chandara School, under the theme, “New World Order together.
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The Conferment of the Honorary Doctoral Degree
and UC Distinguished Professorship in Humanities
By: Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity

Samanta, Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and
Founder of Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology
(KIIT) and Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences
(KISS). Professor Samanta is a longtime supporter of
UC and was conferred an Honorary Doctorate at UC
in 2009. The UC Distinguished Professorship in
Humanities is awarded to dynamic individuals who
have sustained excellence in scholarship and are wellrespected in the field. They have shown the highest
level of dedication to pedagogy, and have exhibited
extraordinary administrative leadership. These
outstanding individuals have significantly contributed
to their community and society at large, and have
demonstrated friendship and support to The University
of Cambodia. Professor Samanta was chosen because
he has dedicated his life to providing education to
tens of thousands of less fortunate students in Odisha
and thus has directly assisted in alleviating poverty in
the region. Even in challenging times, he has upheld
and promoted the values of peace, unity, harmony,
and integrity, and has ensured that everyone, no
matter his or her background, has access to quality
education. He has helped transform young minds,
while contributing to rural development and women’s
empowerment. After Dr. Kao Kim Hourn conferred
the professorship, Professor Samanta thanked UC
and remarked how proud he was to see how much it’s
developed and grown over the years. The University
of Cambodia would like to congratulate Justice
Following his speech, UC started the second half of Dalveer Bhandari and Professor Achyuta Samanta
the program, which was to confer the UC Distinguished for all their accomplishments and their far-reaching
Professorship in Humanities on Professor Achyuta influence.
On 26 April 2018, The University of Cambodia held
a two-part awarding ceremony at the SEATV
Auditorium to honor two outstanding guests from
India. First, The University of Cambodia conferred
an Honorary Doctoral Degree in International Law
on Justice Dalveer Bhandari, one of the members
of the International Court of Justice in the Hague,
Netherlands. This was the 42nd Honorary Doctoral
Degree that UC has awarded since its inception in
2003, and Justice Bhandari was selected for this
honor for a variety of reasons. He has accumulated
decades of noteworthy judicial experience, serving as
one of the most respected judges in the International
Court of Justice as well as the Supreme Court of
India. He consistently exhibits a high degree of
character and integrity and is a role model to students,
faculty, staff, and members of the UC community in
his professional capacity of promoting fairness,
justice, and the rule of law. Finally, Justice Bhandari
has exercised his influence to positively impact both
the legal system and society in India, by using his
insights and depth of experience for global justice
and peace. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees and President of The
University of Cambodia, conferred the degree to him
in front of several hundred spectators and then Justice
Bhandari delivered an acceptance speech where he
highlighted the importance and impact of education.
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Maybank Go Ahead Challenge 2018
By: Ms. Gina V. Lopez, Dean – The Tony Fernandes School of Business

Maybank visited The University of Cambodia on
27 April 2018 for their annual roadshow. They
disseminated information and explained the rules
and procedures for the campus level Maybank Go
Ahead Challenge (MGAC) which will take place on
23 June 2018. They took the time to engage students
and showed that learning can be fun. The winner of
the campus level challenge will go on to participate
in the regional competition in Kuala Lumpur later
in the year.

since the beginning and have cultivated their skills
and prepared for the real work environment. Through
the MGAC, Maybank looks at the challengers and
determines who could help them in realizing their
organizational goals; it has several programs that
students can use as an entry point to join Maybank.
Cheers to our students who are participating this
year and we wish you all the best!

MGAC has been an annual activity of Maybank
since 2012 in a way to truly live with their tagline
“humanizing financial services.” It’s an international
business case competition joined by many university
students from different parts of the world, where
their potential is unlocked by being challenged
physically, emotionally and intellectually. Our UC
students have actively participated in this activity

Introducing...

			

Partners of UC

The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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Distinguished Guest Lecture on “Legal Education in the United States”
By: Dr. Hem Sras, Dean for the College of Law

The College of Law held a distinguished guest lecture
on “Legal Education in the United States” for its
students on May 4, 2018. This lecture was given by
Montes Mills, Assistant Professor and Co-Director of
the Margery Hunter Brown Indian Law Clinic at the
Alexander Blewett III School of Law at the University
of Montana. Prof. Mills presented the background and
development of legal education in the US from
independence until today.
In his lecture, Prof. Mills traced the extensive history
of the U.S. legal system and discussed how law was
once considered as science because it was apolitical,
neutral, fair, and just. For nearly a century, legal training
focused on these ideas. However, in the 1960s, this
changed due to various social movements which made
law students, law professors, and lawyer activists in
society. Law no longer was science, and legal education
changed from thinking like a lawyer to writing like a

lawyer. Today, law schools teach students how to act
and write like lawyers. They link law students to society
and show them actual practice of law in society. Law
schools focus on memo drafting, brief writing, caserounds and follow-up, advocacy and litigation
techniques, etc. These are taught by practicing attorneys
as professors of law schools. Currently, there are 206
law schools in the United States.
Through his lecture, students and participants learned a
lot about the background and development of US legal
education. Students and participants also asked Prof.
Mills a number of questions, and he responded to their
questions informatively. The lecture and discussion
went smoothly. In the end, the College of Law, on
behalf of UC, gave a souvenir to Prof. Mills for
spending his precious time to visit and for giving a
lecture at the College of Law. Finally, the session ended
in a friendly group photo.
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Handover Ceremony of Certificates
of Recognition for Doctoral Candidacies
By: Mr. Vann Bunna, Assistant of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations

The Techo Sen School of Government and International
Relations at The University of Cambodia conducted a
Handover Ceremony of the Certificates of Recognition
for Doctoral Candidacies on 5 May 2018. The
ceremony was presided over by H.E. Dr. Kao Kim
Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
and President of The University of Cambodia, who
applauded the success of the first stage of PhD process
for 37 students to become PhD Candidates. He
encouraged them to continue their research work to
fulfil all the requirements for the PhD process until the final defense of their dissertations.

The

UC Bulletin

If you wish to provide articles, comments, complaints, or suggestions for the improvement of the UC Bulletin, or
you would like to apply for a student internship, please contact Mr. Travis Mitchell, at director_crc@uc.edu.kh
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ASEAN Ambassador Lecture Series:
“Cambodia- Viet Nam: Brothers in Arms, Partners in Development”
By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of ASEAN Study Center

The University of Cambodia (UC), represented by the
ASEAN Study Center (ASC), in close partnership with
the Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam in the
Kingdom of Cambodia, co-organized the ASEAN
Ambassador Lecture Series entitled, “Cambodia – Viet
Nam: Brothers in Arms, Partners in Development” on
7th May 2018. More than 120 students, faculty members
and management team of UC took part in the distinguished
lecture and the inauguration of the ‘Vietnam Room’ at
the 10th Floor of the UC Building.

of ties between the two countries, including the era of
French colonization, the end of the Viet Nam war, and the
overthrow of the Khmer Rouge regime. This has
culminated in 50 Years of Cambodia-Viet Nam Diplomatic
Relations (1967-2017). He stressed that there has been an
advancement in cooperation and development and pointed
to the increase in infrastructure, construction, skyscrapers,
malls, and other signs of development. Vietnamese tourists
rank second in Cambodia after the Chinese, and Viet Nam
is the fifth largest investor in Cambodia, which now have
a total of 183 projects in Cambodia, with an estimated
value of US2.86 billion. The trade volume between
Vietnam and Cambodia reached $3.7 billion last year, an
increase of a 28 percent year-on-year basis. This could
reach a US$5 billion in the coming years, confirmed
Excellency Ambassador.

H.E. Vu Quang Minh, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to
the Kingdom of Cambodia; H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn,
Founder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President
of The University of Cambodia; Dr. Y Ratana, Vice
President for Academic Affairs; Dr. Chhun Vannak,
ASEAN Study Center Director; and the UC Management His Excellency Ambassador admired Cambodia and Viet
team officially inaugurated the Vietnam Room.
Nam for their bilateral agreement in 2017 to harmonize
regulations for taxation of foreign goods, tourism,
At the inauguration of the Vietnam Room, H.E. modernize infrastructure facilities, promote trade,
Ambassador H.E. Vu Quang Minh expressed his great investment, and services and build border economic zones
enthusiasm and appreciation to The University of and markets. These will help with the promotion of
Cambodia and the ASC for the invitation and the allocation people-to-people connectivity between Vietnam and
of the intellectual space for the Vietnam Room. H.E. Dr. Cambodia, in line with a vision of ASEAN’s Community
Kao Kim Hourn remarked that he appreciated Viet Nam’s Bulletin 2025. These days, over 400 Cambodian students
assistance in toppling the Khmer Rouge regime. pursued their higher education at various universities and
Afterwards, H.E. Ambassador signed the UC guest book institutions in Viet Nam.
in the Vietnam Room which was well-decorated with
pictures of very beautiful landscapes of Viet Nam. There At the closing session, Dr. Mike Minehan, Dean of the
were also photographs displaying the friendly relations, School of Graduate Studies, expressed his high
close kinship, and cooperation between the two countries appreciations to H.E. Ambassador Vu Quang Minh for his
over the last 50 years.
comprehensive and precise presentation, with a sense of
humor and excitement regarding the everlasting
In his address to the participants of theASEANAmbassador Cambodia-Viet Nam kinship, friendship and
Lecture Series, H.E. Vu Quang Minh discussed the history cooperation.
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Lecture Series on
Basic, Journalistic, and Pre-Wedding Photography
By: Mr. Bun Sophal, Associate Dean of The College of Media and Communications

On May 12, 2018, the College of Media and
Communications at The University of Cambodia, in
collaboration with the founders of iPhotography and
Feeling Media, hosted a lecture series on “Basic,
Journalistic, and Pre-wedding photography.”

purposes which do not need professional and expensive
cameras; even smartphones can achieve great results. He
added that to achieve the best moment of news-valued
images required patience for being at the right place at
the right time. Each image must be newsworthy with
original content without tweaking or fabrication.

50 participants including media students, photography
enthusiasts and UC students attended the event during People who want to take good photographs should
the whole morning session.
practice more and more and then they will achieve better
images later. Knowing precisely the techniques of the
Pen Vichetra, co-founder of iPhotography, said pre- camera functions and rules of photography are a must
wedding photos were very popular these days. There are for amateurs, said Soy Dararoth, founder of Feeling
around 60 companies providing this service. He added Media.
that quality images, moods and color tastes are the core
values of customers, and the couple and photographer The workshop ended with a brief presentation from Pro
must collaborate to choose the appropriate time and right DS, a company sponsoring the refreshments and gifts
location to capture the best pictures.
for participants with an introduction of all types of
photographic, lighting equipment and accessories for
Neou Vanarin, a reporter from the VOA online news, photography and videography.
shared some methods for shooting photos for journalistic
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The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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Public Lecture Series on “Korean Peninsula-Current updates”
By: Mr. Keo Chhea, Dean of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations

In keeping up the momentum of the goals of The
University of Cambodia, TSS organized a Public
Lecture Series on “Korean Peninsula: Current
Updates” on Saturday, May 19, 2018 at the Cambodia
Hall on the 10th floor of The University of Cambodia.
There were 45 participants, including M.A. students,
PhD students, and faculty members.
To start the event, Dean Keo Chhea warmly welcomed
all the participants for taking their time to participate
in this lecture series and expressed satisfaction on
the keen interest of the students and faculty members
in learning new things, especially with the current
issues happening around the region and world. He
also stressed the aim of the TSS was in line with the
aims and goals of the University in building future
qualified leaders for the country.
In presenting his lecture on the “Korean Peninsula:
Current Updates,” Mr. Keo Chhea explained the facts
from the start of the issues of the Korean Peninsula,
including the post-WWII era, the creation of the
DPRK, the Korean War 1950-1953, the reunification
attempts from different parties. He also spoke about
the rise of tensions in the peninsula in the post-Cold

War era and the current situation of a possible summit
between President Trump and Mr. Kim Jong-un
next month. He also reflected all the root causes and
effects of the issues in the region and on Cambodia’s
and ASEAN’s position toward the issues.
The participants were very interested and they asked
numerous questions pertaining to possible solutions to
the conflicts as well as to how Cambodia and ASEAN
stand on this issue. This made the event very active
and interesting. In wrapping up, Prof. Din Merican
summarized the lecture and gave his own views on
the current situation of the Korean Peninsula. He also
announced to the audience that TSS will keep up this
tradition of giving interesting lectures to its faculty
and students.
In his closing remarks, Dr. Mike Minehan, Dean of
the School of Graduate Studies, praised the tradition of
conducting public lecture series and stressed that other
colleges and schools should do the same. He himself
promised that will give a lecture on some interesting
topics in the near future. He also thanked Prof. Keo
Chhea for the lecture and praised the students who
showed their keen interest to learn more.
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The 22nd Graduation Ceremony
By: Mr. Hong Sophorn, Director of the Academic Foundation Department

On May 19, 2018 at 15:00 the AFD Graduation
Ceremony was held in the Conference Center at The
University of Cambodia, and was presided over by H.E.
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman of Board of
Trustees and President of The University of Cambodia.

department. According to his report, 3,571 students,
1,651 of whom are females, have graduated from the
Foundation Year Courses and have been awarded the
Foundation Year certificates so far. This academic year,
there were 279 students; 185 (118 females) were from
the International Track and 94 (53 females) were from
Attending this event were Deans, Associate Deans, the Khmer Track, who were to be granted FoundationDirectors, Staff, Faculty and Foundation-Year Year Certificates. Of the 279 graduates, 45 were
graduates.
outstanding students who earned excellent grades (B+).
He advised students to study smart and hard by learning
The AFD Graduation Ceremony is held to confer the “how to think globally and act locally”.
foundation year certificates on all students who have
successfully completed the Foundation Year studies as In his remarks, H. E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn congratulated
required by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport all the graduates for their hard work and encouraged all
at The University of Cambodia. This is also a sign of the the students to further their efforts in studying. He
recognition of their success in the first year of their mentioned that the foundation year is the basis for further
academic life.
studies in higher education. At UC, there is no cheating;
thus, students have to depend on their hard work to pass.
To start, Mr. Hong Sophorn, Director for the Academic He also reassured the students that the system of
Foundation Department, made the opening remarks by education at UC is like the educational system in the
highlighting the noticeable progress of the department United States and some countries in ASEAN, in which
and revealed the statistics of the students in the students are studying in a credit system.
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for the Foundation Year Program

He also advised the students to study any single major
and be excellent at it and then pursue a Master’s degree;
it is an ideal way of academic self-development. He
shared different studying techniques; if the lecturers
give a group assignment, you should give each member
a part of the assignment to read and present to each

other. He also encouraged students to focus on reading
and researching.
After that, H. E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, conferred the
certificates of recognition to the outstanding ones and
then the Foundation-Year Certificates to all graduates.
At the end, two outstanding students on behalf of all the
graduates were given the stage to address their
impressions and to share their experience on their
academic success to their fellow students. They also
thanked H. E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman
of Board of Trustees and President of The University of
Cambodia, for his efforts to provide scholarships and
for his generous donations to the university.
The ceremony closed at 17:00 with a group photo with
the President, Deans, Associate Deans, Directors and
other colleagues in a very friendly and respectful
atmosphere.
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ASEAN Ambassador Lecture Series: “Myanmar Culture”
By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of ASEAN Study Center

On 23 May 2018, The University of Cambodia
(UC), represented by the ASEAN Study Center
(ASC), in coordination with the Embassy of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar in the Kingdom
of Cambodia, hosted the ASEAN Ambassador
Lecture Series entitled, ‘Myanmar Culture.’ Over
100 students, faculty members and members of the
Management Team attended the distinguished
lecture and ‘Myanmar Room’ inauguration on the
10th floor of the UC Building.

Cambodians, including
Buddhism, and rituals.

the

Mon

language,

Myanmar and Cambodia established diplomatic
relations in 1955. Both nations have recently
enhanced and strengthened bilateral cooperation in
the frameworks of Ayeyawady-Chao PhrayaMekong
Economic
Cooperation
Strategy
(ACMECS), Cambodia-Laos-Myanmar-Vietnam
(CLMV) cooperation, Greater Mekong Sub-region
cooperation (GMS), and ASEAN. Further, a bilateral
H.E. Myint Soe, Ambassador Extraordinary and trade agreement was reached in July 2017 to
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Union of encourage investment from small and medium
Myanmar to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Dr. Y enterprises and promote agricultural products
Ratana, Vice-President for Academic Affairs exchanges. H.E. Ambassador further discussed how
representing H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, the two countries are cooperating in the tourism
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President of sector as well as international business. He then
the University of Cambodia, officially launched the remarked on the multiple influences of Myanmar,
Myanmar Room. They were accompanied by Dr. including Buddhism, the Mon people, and British
Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASEAN Study colonization. Showing pictures of typical Myanmar
Center and the UC executives. His Excellency food, he said that food plays a significant role in
Ambassador Myint Soe highly appreciated the society and is a substantial part of the culture.
invitation from the ASEAN Study Center and The
University of Cambodia, and he was very pleased to The ASEAN Ambassador Lecture Series program
be at the event.
concluded with the University with a gift exchange.
UC offered a token of appreciation to H.E.
Excellency Myint Soe at the ASEAN Ambassador Ambassador and the delegates, and the Myanmar
Lecture Series illustrated the ways of life, traditions team gave a gift to the UC Management Team. H.E.
and culture of Myanmar with a sense of humor and Ambassador then had a photo session with all the
enthusiasm to the participants. He also raised participants and he thanked everyone for coming
similarities of the Myanmese people and the once again.
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The University of Cambodia (UC) would like to announce that it is embarking on an
ambitious five-year fundraising campaign to secure $300 million so that we can provide
even more opportunities to young Cambodian scholars across the country and ensure
that every young person, despite his or her financial background, has access to quality
education and a brighter future.
This campaign, which will run from 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2023, coincides with our
15th anniversary and is designed to support UC’s academic mission, vision and roadmap
by emphasizing the following key areas: prioritizing students in pursuing their academic
and professional goals; focusing on research, innovation and creativity; raising the
standards of teaching and academic quality; and building modern learning and research
environments.
The University of Cambodia has identified eleven key areas
where funding is most needed in order to ensure that the University
continues to deliver quality education and academic excellence for Cambodian youth:

Donors may contribute any type of capital or funds. Donations may also be in-kind, including computers,
books, supplies, or other resources, or donors may provide their time or skills. Donors are also encouraged
to make yearly pledges in order to maximize their impact.
For more information about donating to the UC Funding Campaign 2018-2023, please
contact Ms. Chan Sreyroth at the Office of The University of Cambodia Foundation.
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The United Nations Lecture Series:
“The UN Development Works in Cambodia”
By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of ASEAN Study Center

The ASEAN Study Center (ASC) of the University of
Cambodia (UC), in collaboration with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in
Cambodia, organized the United Nations Lecture
Series titled, ‘The UN Development Works in
Cambodia,’ on 25th May 2018. Around 200 students,
faculty members, and members of the management
team attended the UN lecture by Mr. Nick Beresford,
UNDP Country Director in Cambodia, at the
Conference Hall on 5th Floor of the UC Building.
Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASC, warmly
welcomed Mr. Nick Beresford and mentioned that
this was the second United Nations Lecture Series
after Her Excellency Claire Van der Vaeren, Former
UN Resident Coordinator, inaugurated the United
Nations Room last year. Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President
for Academic Affairs, delivered the opening remarks
and said that UC was very appreciative of the role of
the UNDP in Cambodia and gave specific examples
of what they are doing to help, particularly in the
fields of environmental protection and human capital
development.

respectively. He said the UNDP has manages around
$20 million annually and supports the Royal
Government of Cambodia and other partners in a
wide range of services, such as broad development
and economic policy, environmental protection, and
climate change adaptation and mitigation. They also
assist in demining where they have helped decrease
the number of casualties from landmines and other
explosive remnants of war from 4,300 victims in 1996
to 111 in 2013. This has subsequently helped transform
the land to be used for settlement, farming, agriculture
and cultivation which has assisted 76,198 people. He
also mentioned that Cambodia is expected to be the
18th mine free country by 2025. Going into detail
about the Human Development Index, he remarked
that Cambodia’s score has increased significantly and
is based on health, especially life expectancy,
education, and living standards.

The United Nations Lecture Series ended with the
attendees’ great enthusiasm. The participants gained a
deep insight of the UN development outcomes in
Cambodia. They also learned that UNDP Country
Programe 2019-2023 would be prioritized on the
Mr. Nick Beresford started his speech by giving an main areas, like building resilience, sustainable
extensive background of the UNDP and provided finance development, value chains enhancement,
statistics on the global reduction of poverty. From stakeholder participation and Cambodia’s middle
1996 to 2015, poverty in the Asia-Pacific region income transition.
dropped from 1.1 billion people to 314 million

33|UC Bulletin Vol. 34

UC in Action

Academic Forum on Contemporary World: Current Hot-Spots
By: Mr. Keo Chhea, Dean of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations

The Techo Sen School of Government and International
Relations (TSS) of the University of Cambodia
organized an “Academic Forum on Contemporary
World: Current Hot-spots” on Sunday, May 27,
2018 at the Cambodia Hall at The University of
Cambodia. There were approximately 40 participants
who attended this forum, including PhD candidates
and students from The University of Cambodia as
well as other universities. This academic forum was
conducted in three distinctive sessions, namely the
plenary session comprised of presentations by speakers
on five different topics related to contemporary world
issues, group discussions and the closing session.

Reunification; Mr. Ro Vannak himself, who spoke
on Asia-Pacific Hegemony-U.S.-China Relations:
Cooperation or Confrontation?; Mr. Kor Chhaihong,
a PhD Candidate of the TSS, who spoke on the
Economic Impact of the Brexit; Mr. Eng Chanthy,
a PhD candidate of TSS, who spoke on “What are
the root causes of the use of allied forces in Syria?”
and Mr. Chhorng Longheng, a PhD candidate of the
TSS, who spoke on Intra-ASEAN Maritime and Land
Boundary Conflict: Lessons Learned from the ASEAN
Perspective. Each speaker analyzed important events
and gave their critical remarks on each issue and then
answered many questions.

The workshop was kicked off
with opening remarks by Mr.
Keo Chhea, Dean of Techo
Sen School of Government
and International Relations,
who stressed on the need to
continue learning both inside
and outside the classroom as
well as exchanging views/
ideas from others. He also informed the forum on
the process of the academic forum and encouraged
all participants to be actively involved in the group
discussions on contemporary issues in the region and
the world, focusing on the Korean peninsula, Middle
East, European Union, and ASEAN

In closing remarks, Mr. Keo Chhea highly applauded
the five talented speakers for their presentations of the
topics as well as for skillfully stirring the discussion
in their groups. He also stressed the importance of
awareness the world current issues especially in the
Arab World and color revolutions which can be a
lessons-learned for the peace, social security, and
economic development of Cambodia.

The workshop was conducted smoothly in a frank
and sincere atmosphere and each participant realized
the importance of such an academic forum as a
platform for sharing their concepts and ideas on the
topics for international relations and public policy
learning. Participants felt that there should be more of
such forums to help them speed up their dissertation
Mr. Ro Vannak, a PhD Candidate of the TSS, acted writing process as well as understand the areas deeply
as the Moderator of the forum, and he introduced and comprehensively. In this sense, the participants
the five volunteer speakers, namely Mr. Seang requested the TSS as well as the University to organize
Vanly, PhD Candidate of the TSS, who spoke on more academic forums regularly.
Inter-Korean Summit: Peaceful Co-existence or
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Visit from Georgia Tech (USA)
By: Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity

On 31 May 2018, eight students and one professor
from the Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia
Tech) from Atlanta, USA visited The University of
Cambodia as part of their study abroad program in
Southeast Asia. This is the fourth year in a row that
students from Georgia Tech have visited UC. Mr.
Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for
Research and Creativity, delivered a lecture on
China’s changing role in ASEAN and Mr. Keo
Chhea, Dean of the Techo Sen School of Government
and International Relations, met with the students to
discuss Cambodia’s history, political climate, and
growing economy and how ASEAN integration has
impacted the country. Students asked several
interesting questions about Cambodia’s position in
ASEAN and about America’s role in the region.
Afterwards, members of the UC Student Senate and

other UC students hosted the American students in
the AirAsia Hall and performed a traditional dance
called the “Pray Dance” and shared some
information on the student organization and its
activities. They then showed the students how to
dance the romvong and then played several
traditional Khmer games to share their culture and
just have fun. The Americans full-heartedly
participated and laughed as they tried their best to
dance and play the games like the Cambodians. The
leader of the students, Dr. Katja Weber, profusely
thanked the UCSS students and held a mini dance
competition to deliver three presents on behalf of
Georgia Tech. The day ended in a photo session and
a promise to come back next year. Thank you again
to our wonderful visitors from Atlanta!

Introducing...

			

Partners of UC

The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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Public Lecture on
“Malaysia: from Kleptocracy to Democracy”

By: Mr. In Sovanpol, Assistant Dean of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations

On 2 June 2018, the Techo Sen School of Government
and International Relations (TSS), The University
of Cambodia held a public lecture by Professor Din
Merican titled “Malaysia: From Kleptocracy to
Democracy.”

When he decided to campaign against Najib Razak,
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad was able to mobilize
resentment against UMNO and its coalition partners
in Barisan Nasional (BN). Rampant corruption,
rising cost of living, and opposition to the
introduction of the General Sales Tax (GST) were
among the causes of this resentment. On May 9,
2018, the BN coalition led by UMNO’s Najib Razak
was defeated ending its 60-year rule. Dr. Mahathir
at 93 became Prime Minister for the 2nd time,
having governed Malaysia for nearly 23 years from
1981-2003.

Prof. Merican described the May 9 General Election
in Malaysia as “The Hibiscus Revolution”. The
Hibiscus is Malaysia’s National Flower. The 5 petals
in Red represent economic, political stability, and
harmony among the different races in the country.

Prof. Merican said the change in government in
Malaysia is a positive development in CambodiaMalaysia relations. He is confident that, given the
close friendship between Samdech Techo Hun Sen
and Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, relations between the
two countries will be further strengthened. It is time,
It is the culmination of the Reformasi Movement of he added, for Malaysia to be actively involved in the
1998. It could have happened earlier if Mr. Anwar Cambodian economy as it did 1990s, and contribute
Ibrahim had not been imprisoned by in 2008 by to the Kingdom’s economic progress, and prosperity
Prime Minister Najib Razak on trumped up on mutually beneficial basis.
charges of sodomy.
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By: Mr. Kor Chhaihong, Head of Department of English Language

On June 14, 2018, The School of Foreign Languages
(SFL), in collaboration with the School of Creative
Arts (SCA) at The University of Cambodia (UC),
conducted a full-day orientation on Associate’s and
Bachelor’s Degrees, and short-course programs, which
were officially approved and recognized by MoEYS,
to our students, staff and faculty members at the United
States of America Room on the 9th floor.
There were approximately 80 participants in the
orientation. The presenters were Mr. Pay Chheng
How, Dean of the School of Foreign Languages (SFL),
and Mr. An Sopheak, Dean of the School of Creative
Arts (SCA).
To start the program, Dr. Mike Minehan, Dean of the
School of Graduate Studies, delivered his opening
remarks. He congratulated SFL for being officially
approved by MoEYS. Moreover, he appreciated the
available programs offered at SFL. He continued that
the launch of the programs was a kind of human
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resources development contribution to Cambodian
society. Then, Mr. Pay Chheng How started his
presentation on the programs of SFL. He stressed that
the newly-established school’s programs are based on
the credit system, and the school offers programs in
different languages such as Chinese, English, French,
Japanese and Korean to students. Furthermore, he
added that students, especially busy employees at
private and public institutions, could also take short
course programs of the said languages as well, including
Thai. More interestingly, he mentioned that SFL would
introduce German language programs in October
2018.
At the end of the program, Dr. Mike Minehan shared
his closing remarks. He encouraged students to grab
the learning opportunities at SFL to develop their
language capacities for the competitive job market.
Last but not least, all the participants had a photo
session together with different styles under a friendly
and joyful atmosphere.
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UC Staff Party Under the Theme
“Building Team Spirit and Motivation”
By: Mr. Norm Sinath, Director for the Office of Human Resources

On April 9th, 2018, The University of Cambodia (UC)
hosted a staff and faculty Khmer New Year party under
the theme “Building Team Spirit and Motivation.”
About 300 UC staff and faculty attended the party.

This year, UC hosted a costume contest for Khmer
clothes from the 1960s, and several staff and faculty
members participated for a chance to win a prize from
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn and Lok Chum Teav Khem
Rany, Vice President for General Affairs. It helped
Every year, UC provides a party to celebrate the contribute to a lively atmosphere and built team spirit.
upcoming Khmer New Year holidays as well as to While it is the responsibility of each individual to work
thank everyone for their hard work during the previous hard and complete their tasks, the University strives
year. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman of the to provide a supportive atmosphere where everyone
Board of Trustees and President of The University of works together towards the University’s vision and
Cambodia, gave a speech and motivated the staff by mission.
sharing some good news and updating everyone on
the upcoming activities of the University.

Introducing...

			

Partners of UC

The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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UCCRCY Helps Make

the

World’s Largest Krama

By: Ms. Kong Rathana, UCCRCY Advisor Member

A krama is a simple skirt or piece of cloth but it is
deeply embedded in the value of national identity
and reflects one aspect of Khmer culture. Kramas
have been popular for the everyday lives of
Cambodians and date back as far as 2200 years ago.
According to historical evidence, it’s assumed that
kramas have been associated with Khmer people as
long as they have been living, as indicated by
evidence of weaving materials in Preah Vihear
province.

for Academic Affairs, led the UC faculty team and
100 students to attend an event to help weave the
longest Krama in the world that stretches to over
1,000 meters long under the theme “Believe Khmer
Can.” They joined this event in order to encourage
our UC students to be a part of the promotion of
national pride and prestige at the international level
and to jointly preserve and enhance the legacy of
traditional Khmer culture. It also shows solidarity
and unity. The threads of the 1,000 meters represent
our smiles, our passion, and our love for not only the
On March 30, 2018, Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President krama but for our beloved country as well.
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The University of Cambodia’s Provincial Campaign
By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Deputy Director, OPACA

From 30 April until 8 June 2018, The University of
Cambodia staff, faculty members and students joined
together to disseminate information about The
University of Cambodia as well as to hold workshops
on “Why high school students should pursue higher
education?” and “Why they should choose The
University of Cambodia” at six high schools in six
different provinces. Those schools were as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

and the University as a whole. In addition to
providing workshops, the team also took the chance
to build relationships with high school students by
answering their questions and consulting them about
choosing the right major, especially if they are
hesitant in picking the right one. The team patiently
explained their role in guiding students and stressed
that they were there to assist students all the way
until graduation. After talking to hundreds of students
Takhmao High School in Kandal province from all around the country, we hope that the students
(30th April 2018)
seriously consider pursuing higher education and
Kompong Speu High School in Kompong selecting The University of Cambodia as their
Speu Province (18th May 2018)
university of choice.
Chea Sim Takeo High School in Takeo
Province (22nd May 2018)
Preah Sihanouk High School in Kompong
Cham Pronvince (25th May 2018)
Soramarith High School in Kompong
Chhnang Province (5th June 2018)
Ba Phnom High School in Prey Veng Province
(8th June 2018)

Students, deans, and faculty members got the chance
to explain in detail about their colleges and schools

The

UC Bulletin

If you wish to provide articles, comments, complaints, or suggestions for the improvement of the UC Bulletin, or
you would like to apply for a student internship, please contact Mr. Travis Mitchell, at director_crc@uc.edu.kh
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155th Anniversary of the World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day
By: Ms. Kong Rathana, UCCRCY Advisor Member

On 8 May 2018, the Cambodian Red Cross (CRC)’s
headquarters celebrated the 155th Anniversary of the
World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day under the
theme “CRC is everywhere, for everybody by leaving
no one behind.” The event was presided over by
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia and his
spouse Samdech Kittiprittbandit Bun Rany Hun
Sen, President of CRC. Participants included national
and international guests, charities, students, and other
supporters.

of advisors attended the event. The objectives for this
event were to promote the humanitarian value and raise
funds to help vulnerable people, including victims of
disasters and other tragedies without discrimination of
race, religion, and political tendency.

Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Chancellor of The University
of Cambodia, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and President of
The University of Cambodia, and Lok Chum Teav
Khem Rany, Vice President for General Affairs and
Member of the Board of Trustees of The University of
100 youths from The University of Cambodia’s Cambodia, donated funds for the continued support for
Cambodian Red Cross Youth (UCCRCY) led by a team humanitarian services.

Book Drive for the 				
ASEAN Study Center
The ASEAN Study Center (ASC) would like to announce a book drive to create UC’s very own ASEAN
Library. Donated books related to ASEAN Nations’ domestic and international affairs will make a lasting
impact on the UC community. It makes a huge difference to have such books at our center in order for
students to learn from the many admirable ASEAN leaders that have helped transform our dynamic ASEAN
Community. As we count down to the ASEAN Economic Community, the ASEAN Study Center (ASC) will
do all we can to help raise awareness and understanding of our diverse community.
If individuals or institutions would like to donate resources to help build ASC’s capacity to promote ASEAN
awareness, please take a few minutes to come visit our center. Dr. Chhun Vannak, our Director, is always
available to set up a visit for you, or to answer any questions you may have. Please don’t hesitate to call him
at 070-538-510, or email him at director_asc@uc.edu.kh.
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Inauguration of the Public WiFi System
By: Mr. Pheng Sopheak, Director, Office of Scholarships

On 9 May 2018, Mr. Pheng Sopheak, Director of the
Office of Scholarships, and 40 students participated in
an event called the “Inauguration of the Public WiFi
System” which was presided over by H.E. Tram Iv
Tek, Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, on
behalf of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia.
This ceremony was also attended by the Ambassador of
Korea, the Managing Director of Korea
Telecommunication Corporation, and other special
guests.

Trustees of Telecommunications, indicated in his report
that there were two important projects which were being
launched. The first one was called the Public Wi-Fi
Project and the other one was Digital Connectivity for
School. These two projects cost US$400,000 which was
supported by the Korean government.

In his address, H.E Tram Iv Tek remarked that this was
another new achievement which was born in accordance
to the main mission of PTC (Post of Telecommunications
of Cambodia). He also thanked the Korean government
and Korean Telecommunications Corporation for their
H.E. Sok Puthyvuth, Deputy Secretary of State of Post generous donation and collaboration with their
and Telecommunications and Chairman of Board of Cambodian counterparts.

National TVET’s Day 2018
By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, Deputy Director, OPACA

From 15 to 16 June 2018, The University of Cambodia joined the exhibition of the National Technical
Educational and Training’s Day 2018 (National TVET’s Day 2018) at Diamond Island Convention and
Exhibition Center which was organized by the Ministry of Labor and supported by Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sport. This exhibition was part of the strategy for the government to help Cambodia become a
high middle-income country by 2013. The University of Cambodia took this chance to showcase all the
colleges and schools and explain all the majors available for high school students to choose from. Students
from these colleges and schools also helped with this exhibition by talking to the high school students about
their major, college, and UC experience. There were over 20,000 visitors during the exhibition, many of
whom were high school students from Phnom Penh. The Ministry of Labor has announced that this event
is going to be held yearly and The University of Cambodia is hoping to part take in this event yearly as well.
We hope that more students will pursue higher education when they graduate from high school and pick
The University of Cambodia as their first choice.
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Workshop on
“Recent Economic Developments and Outlook”
By: Mr. Ro Vannak, Assistant Dean for the College of Social Sciences

On May 10, 2018, Mr. RO Vannak, attended a
workshop entitled “Recent Economic Developments
and Outlook” with a focus on “Summary of the
Findings of Future Jobs in Cambodia” which was
organized by the World Bank at Raffles Hotel Le
Royal. The purpose of the event was to launch the
report on “Recent Economic Developments and
Outlook” and discuss their findings. The event was
presided over by Ms. Inguna Dobraja, Country
Manager of Cambodia from the World Bank Group,
and hosted government officials, non-governmental
organizations, international organizations, and
various higher education institutions.

and 7 percent in 2016 respectively. With rising
government spending and favorable global
conditions, Cambodia’s growth trajectory will rely
on exports, tourism and agriculture. Foreign direct
investment will also play a major role in Cambodia’s
successful economic growth. However, Cambodia is
still facing many challenges including the erosion of
export competitiveness due to the rapid rising real
wages, a buildup of vulnerabilities from a prolonged
real estate and construction boom, potential
uncertainty of election, protectionism and trade
disputes between superpowers. Moreover, lifting the
constraints to small medium-sized enterprises and
businesses can support growth and job creation Most
The speakers provided valuable insight on the state of the speakers also advised that the government of
of Cambodia’s economy. All the speakers highlighted Cambodia should continue to invest in human capital
Cambodia’s growing economy, which is projected to to keep its economy growing sustainably and to be
reach 6.9 percent compared to 6.8 percent in 2017 able to narrow down the “missing middle” job gap.

Workshop on “Using E-resources through a Cam-eIFL Distribution”
By: Ms. Chap Chamroeunmolika, Deputy Director, Library

On June 4, 2018, members of the UC library attended
the 2nd workshop on “Using E-resources through a
Cam-eIFL distribution” held by Mr. Wanna NET,
Cam-eIFL’s representative at Hun Sen Library at the
Royal University of Phnom Penh. They joined 21
other library participants. The goal of the workshop
was to highlight the importance of E-resources in
learning. In general, a library holds a vast collection
of books, journals, and magazine for its users.
However, now the library is playing a larger role in
research. While internet has already had a major
impact on how people find and access information,
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now the popularity of e-books is helping transform
the readers’ research habits. Therefore, libraries are
trying to adjust their services to these new realities
while still serving the needs of patrons who rely on
more traditional resources. While at the same time,
libraries are also an extension of each individual that
seeks knowledge and inspiration. The libraries in
the future will not only provide book circulation or
cleaning books but they will also engage more with
the patrons and exchange more ideas. Thus, libraries
must be ready to effectively use e-resources to be
helpful with all their visitors.

UC in the Community and Abroad

Seminar on Research Restructuration:
Challenges and Ways Forward

By: Dr. Dom Vannak, Assistant, IRAS

Doctoral Program + Doctoral Schools (CSCRDP) and
partial fund the higher institutions’ research center,
expecting that newly found research-based knowledge
be published and disseminated to the Cambodian public
in a broader scope. The policy is also an on-going effort
to popularize the concept of research and development
in Cambodia, which higher education institutions play
significant roles in this aspect.
On May 16, 2018, Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the
ASEAN Study Center, Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of
the Council for Research and Creativity, and Dr. Dom
Vannak, Research Assistant, were assigned to participate
in a one day seminar on “Research Restructuration:
Challenges and Ways Forward” which was organized by
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS) at
Sunway Hotel, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The seminar
was co-funded by Erasmus and Programme of the
European Union.
The objective of the seminar was to cultivate and strongly
encourage the culture of research in the higher education
institutions in the Kingdom by obliging those institutions
to set up a research department/center which will be led
by one qualified Research Director and experienced
staff. MoEYS has firmly promised to give the policy and
technical support through the establishment of the
Cambodian Scientific Committee for Research and

Regarding the Terms of Reference for the Research
Director, the newly initiated policy strongly stresses that
the qualified research director must hold a PhD or a
Doctoral degree from an internationally-recognized
university with at least 5 years experience in research
and must have published a few articles. Furthermore, the
policy also states that the selection of the candidate must
involve the university board, MoEYS, and the
CSCRDP.
At the seminar, there were two presentations of the
proposed policy by the experts from MoEYS, followed
by group discussions and presentations. The panels from
the participants presented their practical views reflecting
the possible challenges and opportunities of the new
policy. Although there were some disagreements and
skeptical views on the newly initiated policy, the seminar
came to a conclusion with productive recommendations
and results at 4:30 PM.

Meeting on Preparation activities on The 2nd Library Festival 2018
By: Ms. Chap Chamroeunmolika, Deputy Director, Library
Overall, we want to highlight our activities so that our
patrons can gain even more benefits for their efforts
in the education field.

On May 28, 2018, Ms. Chap Chamroeunmolika,
Deputy Director of the Library at The University of
Cambodia, attended a meeting to discuss “Organizing
Activities at the 2nd Library Festival” which will be
held at the National Library later in 2018. The meeting
was organized by the Young Librarians Committee of
the National Librarian and Documentary Association
at the University of Puthisastra, with 11 libraries
attending. The goal of the meeting was to prepare for
the 2nd annual Library Festival and determine the
best activities to do and other logistical matters.

The library is the information center to engage with
audiences, and we must have a presence at their
activities rather than waiting for visitors to come to us
or us going to them. We aim to find creative ideas for
marketing academic libraries through recent literature.
In order to achieve our marketing goals effectively,
we have to follow 3 steps: 1) Promoting literacy - we
must promote our libraries services, and ensure that
we satisfy the demands of our patrons; 2) Reports
from the field - we have done of research on on
libraries services, including distributing questionnaires
on libraries. We should use this new information to
help attract more attention from the public; and 3)
Creating partnerships – we must collaborate with
other local libraries who have very good connections
in order to attract more students.
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Second National Game Competition
“Sport brings peace and development”
By: Mr. Pheng Sopheak, Director of Office of Scholarships

On Friday 25 May 2018, Mr. Pheng Sopheak,
Director of the Office of Scholarships, Mr. Hong
Sophorn, Director of the Academic Foundation
Department, Ms. Hout Chhunbouy, President of
UCSS, and over 200 students attended the Second
National Games Competition Celebration, titled
“Sport brings peace and development,” which was
presided over by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia and Samdech Kittipritbandit Bun Rany
Hun Sen.

was an honor to be selected to host the SEA Games.
It reflects the fact that Cambodia is truly qualified
and has the capacity to host large events. He added
that this event was held in the true Olympic Spirit
and that “the most important thing in the Olympic
games is not to win but to take part.”

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen
officially inaugurated the Second National Games
Competition while there was a torch run parade from
the Royal Palace by Mr. Khem Dima, gold medal
player in the SEA Games 2017. He was accompanied
H.E. Dr. Hang Choun Naron, Minister of Education by two outstanding national soccer players, Chan
Youth and Sport, remarked that this competition Vathanaka and Prak Mony Oudom, to light up the
would last for over a week, from May 25 to June 4, Olympic Stadium.
2018. There were 4,136 athletes participating, with
over 27 kinds of sports and 274 exercises, including The closing ceremony of the Second National Games
soccer, volleyball, basketball, rugby, boxing, and Competition was held on June 4, 2018 and was
many more.
presided over by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen and Samdech Kittipritbandit Bun
This competition allowed the players to test their Rany Hun Sen. In his closing speech, Samdech Akka
athletic abilities, and it helped everyone prepare for Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen meaningfully
when Cambodia hosts the 32nd SEA Games in 2023. stated, “No Peace, No Sports.”
H.E. Thong Khon, Minister of Tourism, said that it

45|UC Bulletin Vol. 34

UC in the Community and Abroad

Workshop on Youth and Leadership:
Youth and Skills and Capacity Building for Job Market
By: Ms. Phlot Mlaichan, Assistant Dean of The School of Undergraduate Studies

On May 30, 2018, Ms. Phlot Mlaichan, Assistant
Dean of The School of Undergraduate Studies and Mr.
Sim Soknov, Assistant Dean of The Tony Fernandes
School of Business of The University of Cambodia
(UC), led a group of 50 UC students to attend a
workshop on youth and leadership under the title
“Youth and Skill and Capacity Building for Job
Market.”
The workshop was organized by the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports (MoEYS) and was held
from 7:45am to 11:30am at the Institute of Technology
of Cambodia (ITC). The primary purpose of the
workshop was to provide all participants with better
knowledge and understanding about the skills and
capacities important for building stronger leadership
skills.
To open the event, the representative of H.E. Hun
Many, President of Union of Youth Federations of
Cambodia (UYFC), welcomed all participants and
stated the purpose of the workshop. Next, he stressed
on the importance of youth and leadership before
introducing the two guest speakers of the workshop.

H.E. Sann Vathana, from GoGo Cambodia, presented
the four equally shared elements among youth provided
by UYFC which include Volunteering, Initiative,
Leadership, and Responsibility. Also, he shared several
important key points observed from his experiences in
organizing Angkor Sangkran which plays a crucial role
in helping youth develop their strong leadership skills.
Several critical questions were exchanged after the
presentation.
H.E. Ros Salin, spokesman and cabinet chief for the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS),
explained about youth development aspects including
physical, social, emotional and intellectual aspects and
important tips for successful job applications through
having a good CV in hand and being well-prepared for
the interview. He also stressed on the essential elements
of the 4-H: Heart, Head, Health, and Hand.
Overall, the workshop was smoothly conducted and
the participants learned a lot from this important event
regarding leadership skills and techniques to be an
outstanding candidate when applying for jobs.

Introducing...

			

Partners of UC

The University of Cambodia understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used
to support personal, institutional, and national development.
Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance
university curriculum and human resource development.
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SFL’s Visit to Chinese Schools in Phnom Penh
By: Mr. Peter Hu, Head of Department of Chinese Language

On June 4, 2018, The University of Cambodia,
represented by Mr. Pay Chheng How, Dean of the
School of Foreign Languages (SFL) and Peter Hu,
Head of the Department of Chinese Language at SFL,
visited two Chinese schools: Toun Fa Chinese High
School and Chhong Cheng Chinese High School. They
were promoting the UC Chinese language programs to
more than 300 Chinese language students. SFL
welcomes all students who are planning to study
Chinese language programs at The University of
Cambodia, said Mr. Pay Chheng How. The students of
the two high schools listened to the presentation
carefully with interest and then asked some questions
on how to apply for a Bachelor’s degree in Chinese
Language at SFL at UC. Mr. Pay Chheng How and
Peter Hu gave them detailed information.

The Department of Chinese Language has specialized
majors such as business, tourism, translation and
Chinese language teaching. We are ready to train a
large number of Chinese professionals for the economic
development of Cambodia. Additionally, The
University of Cambodia has signed MOUs with more
than a dozen universities in China, so UC can provide
exchange programs for Chinese language students to
study abroad.
The University of Cambodia annually recruits students
from 25 provinces and cities throughout the country
and provides students with full and partial scholarships.
For the new Academic Year 2018-2019, SFL will
provide 250 full scholarships for the five language
programs.

The newly-established School of Foreign Languages
(SFL), which has recently been recognized by the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS),
consists of five language departments namely Chinese,
English, French, Japanese and Korean. The School
offers Associate’s and Bachelor’s degree programs as
well as short-term training programs, and has advanced
teaching equipment and professional faculty
members.

The

UC Bulletin

If you wish to provide articles, comments, complaints, or suggestions for the improvement of the UC Bulletin, or
you would like to apply for a student internship, please contact Mr. Travis Mitchell, at director_crc@uc.edu.kh
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The University of Cambodia

FOUNDATION
Request for Scholarship Funding

T

he University of Cambodia (UC) is requesting
funding to support its UC Scholarship Program.
A large majority of potential Cambodian
university students are unable to afford the tuition
fees to attend a local university, so the Scholarship
Program is critical to alleviate this major obstacle to
self-advancement. At the same time, funding for the
Scholarship Program helps the university to cover its
operating expenses and maintain its high academic
standards.
Although much development progress has been
made in the past two decades, the consequences
of Cambodia’s recent history continue to limit
the formation and development of skills among
Cambodian youth, particularly those most affected by
exclusionary factors such as poverty, gender, ethnicity,
and geographic remoteness. The UC Scholarship
Program is a targeted effort to support the educational
development of high-achieving Cambodian students
across the country, so they can develop the necessary
skills and competency to become knowledgeable
employees and engaged citizens.
At this time, a large majority of Cambodian students
need financial assistance to pursue and complete their
higher degree programs and have other enriching
educational opportunities. Roughly 80 percent of
the 3,000+ students enrolled at UC are on full or
partial scholarships, made possible by generous
donors. The university anticipates that this figure
will remain high for several years until a majority of
Cambodian families are financially secure enough
to make this investment on their own. Additionally,
there are currently no government agencies or private
institutions that offer student loans to Cambodian
students to help them pay for university tuition, living
expenses, or learning enrichment opportunities that
include research, internships, and teaching.

The university is seeking financial and in-kind
donations to create more scholarships for students
in need. Scholarships are awarded to students who
score highest on a competitive exam targeted towards
impoverished students, students from rural areas,
ethnic minority students, and female students.
Funding in the Scholarship Program will substantially
help UC raise the standards for research, critical
thinking, innovation, and problem solving—the
ultimate goal is for UC students to be marketable not
only in Cambodia, but also regionally and globally. By
providing access to high-quality learning opportunities
for students, as well as emphasizing fluency in the
English language for students in the International
Track, UC trains and prepares its students to make
strong, positive contributions to Cambodian society
through social and economic development.
If you would like to contribute to the UC Scholarship
Program and give students across the country the
opportunity to live their dreams and change lives,
please contact UC Foundation representatives to help
give the gift that matters most, a higher education.
Ms. Chan Sreyroth
Director of Accounting & Finance
The University of Cambodia
director_finance@uc.edu.kh
The University of Cambodia FOUNDATION
Northbridge Road P.O. Box 917 Sangkat Toek Thla
Khan San Sok
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia Tel: (855-23)
993-274 Fax: (855-23) 993-284
www.universityofcambodiafoundation.org
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National Workshop on “World Color
By: Mr. Vann Bunna, Assistant of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations

Phnom Penh, 16 June 2018: The University of Cambodia
organized a National Workshop on “World Color
Revolutions: Underneath Aims and Impacts” at Phnom
Penh Hotel with around over 100 participants comprised
of officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, Ministry of National Defense,
Ministry of Information, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of
Interior, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, and
students of the UC.
The aim of the workshop was to bring together
researchers, academics, foreign policy experts and civil
society leaders from various institutions and various
background to explore the multi-faceted dimensions of
the concept of color revolution in geopolitics and its
impacts on national unity, stability, peace and
development.
The workshop was welcomed by Dr. Y Ratana, Vice
President of Academic Affairs, and opened by Dr. Yang
Peou, Secretary-General of the Royal Academy of
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Cambodia. Moreover, the workshop was started with
detailed presentations from the four speakers and was
followed by active discussions in the four assigned
groups on the presentation topics. The four speakers
presented their topics, namely Color Revolutions around
the world: Outcomes and Benefits; Color Revolutions:
Democracy Conspiracy; Color Revolutions: Impacts on
National Stability, Peace and Economic Development;
and Social Media: Benefits and Impacts. The groups
discussion, after 2-hour debates, have come up with
recommendations for further lesson-learned and
consideration of both public and officials. A set of key
recommendations are:
• Color Revolution has some negative impacts to
society. It financially benefits only small groups,
yet it leads society into instability and chaos. To
prevent color revolutions from happening, the
government should provide social welfare as
well as educate local people to understand the
hidden aims of color revolutions.
• Cyber-attacks are a technological and modern

UC in the Community and Abroad

Revolutions: Underneath Aims and Impacts”

•

way to overthrow a government and is mostly understand the impacts of color revolutions. They
used by individual hackers or agencies. To expressed hope that is not a one-off workshop and would
prevent cyber-attacks, the government should love to participate in similar events.
strengthen artificial intelligence to control
national security effectively, and strengthen the
national laws to manage mass media and social
media.
Social media plays a crucial role in society. It
provides both positive and negative impacts to
society. To avoid the bad impacts to social
security, social media should be morally and
critically used with a high responsibility within
the regulation of government’s policy.

•
All participants and speakers expressed appreciation to
UC for organizing such a workshop with a hot topic at
an opportune time. It was very beneficial to them as well
as to the nation, especially to the young generation to
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Supporters
Thank you to all individuals and institutions who have lent their support to the University of Cambodia. We hope to have included a
complete list of those who have made financial and in-kind contributions to UC, and express our sincerest apologies to any individual or
institution we have forgotten. If you have contributed to the University of Cambodia and are not present on the list, please write our editor
at Bulletin@uc.edu.kh so we can add your name in the next edition.

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Chairman, International Foundation for Arts and Culture

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Arun Reah Magazine

LCT. Khem Rany

Cambodia Magazine

Life Growth

Cambodia Yellow Pages

Lim Nguon (from TFSB)

Cheng Phula

Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts

College of Law

Ministry of Women’s Affairs of Cambodia

Dr. Kao Kimhourn

National Bank of Cambodia

Eurpean Union

QS ASIA

Health Time Magazine

Securities and Exchange Commission of Cambodia

IDP Education (Cambodia)

Vietnam’s Embassy

Khuon Koma

World Bank

The University of Cambodia

FOUNDATION

