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A ‘note’ is defined here as the usage of source citations and any additional explanations in a
paper. The three most common ways of using such notes are reviewed: in-text citations and
either foot- or endnotes. Currently, some papers and other pieces of writing in a number of
disciplines have used such notes inappropriately, including in ways which interrupt the smooth
flow of reading and distract the eye. Three aspects of inappropriate usage of notes are
considered: misattribution of notes, multiple notes in a sentence, and excessive notes,
especially additional explanations. Some guidelines are suggested which are useful for writing
papers with appropriate notes to help the reader.
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