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The global spread of extremism and the resultant mass causalities as a result of attacks on 

civilians and government and military installations by Islamic terrorist organizations or jihadist 

militia led by al-Qaeda and its affiliate and splinter groups, particularly in Africa and the 

Middle East, are perturbing issues that have attracted the attention of the academic, intelligence 

and security communities world-wide. More worrisome is the adoption of conventional and 

nonconventional weapons to cause harm and death to unsuspecting civilian populations in 

recent years by these terrorists groups. This has attracted the attention of the governments of 

African states and the international community in general. It is on this background that this 

study examines counterterrorism mechanisms and trends analysis in Africa. The study focuses 

on some of the existing terrorist organizations and the impact of global counterterrorism 

mechanism on Africa. To achieve this, the study adopts a historical design, and relies on 

secondary source of data. The study is guided by Collective Security theory, a major focus of 

which is to develop a machinery for joint action in order to prevent or counter any attack against 

national and international established order, peace and security across national borders. The 

study has two research objectives and questions to guide it achieve its aim. It also proffers 

useful recommendations which include sustenance of political, economic and social stability 

in order to improve on the peaceful co-existence of the citizens irrespective of their social status 

at the national level, and the creation of both legal and institutional bodies to adjudicate on 

cases associated with terrorism, among others. 
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