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Abstract

This article aims to study the perspectives of ASEAN member states on nuclear
power plant generation in the region and to consider the possibility of Cambodia
building a nuclear power plant for further development. It examines the relationship
between Association of Southeast Asia (ASEAN) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), which has resulted in some ASEAN member states
building nuclear power reactors with financial support and nuclear equipment from
the IAEA and other supportive countries such as Russia and United States. With
IAEA’s assistance, ASEAN has created a treaty and nuclear energy network for
member states which has helped to ensure the peaceful activities of nuclear energy
usage and has strengthened the safety, security and safeguards in the region. The
Royal Government of Cambodia is planning to generate nuclear power plants for
improving for many applications in the healthcare industry, agriculture, and other
sectors of the economy, but this initiative has received pushback from several
groups in the country due to perceived nuclear power plants’ negative impacts on
the economy, society and environment. This article analyzes the opportunities and
challenges inherent in the diversification of energy sources in developing countries
and conclusion with research policy recommendations about Cambodia’s nuclear

future.



