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Abstract

This is a critical review which aims at investigating the challenges and
opportunities for Cambodia as a member of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) as well as the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC). This
study relies on secondary data which are derived from the literature through an
extensive literature review of various conventional and online publications,
including books, journals, government publications, magazines, periodicals,
reports, etc. The author uses content or document analysis as the basis for the
research design for this study. The results reveal that Cambodia, after almost two
decades as a member of ASEAN, faces a lot of challenges which include human
resource development challenges, mismatch between education and employment,
higher education and legal structure challenges, infrastructure development
challenges, limited awareness and engagement in ASEAN and AEC processes,
and foreign policy improvement challenges. At the same time Cambodia is also
able to seize plenty of opportunities as an ASEAN member state. Those
opportunities are Cambodia's entry into the ASEAN Free Trade Area, improved
relations with ASEAN Dialogue Partners, restoration and improvement of its
foreign policy, and the integration into the ASEAN Economic Community. In this
study, specific suggestions are put forward for Cambodia to improve its role and
status in ASEAN and recommendations for further research are then considered.



