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Abstract

Securitization and power politics are two sides of the same coin. In the context
of the analysis here, securitization refers to the transformation of regional state
dynamics into matters of security. Politics is the means used to secure state
ambitions to influence regional actors. India’s maritime projections in
Southeast Asia in the current Narendra Modi administration showcase these
two concepts. India’s maritime activities in Southeast Asia mainly revolve
around trade as well as exploration for hydrocarbons and other deep-sea
resources. However, geopolitical interests and concerns continue to shape and
evolve India’s Southeast Asian maritime strategy. Narendra Modi’s domestic
policies are designed to spur India’s regional reach and influence. Both India
and China see strategic significance in securing access to Southeast Asian
littoral states, as seen in China’s Belt Road Initiative (BRI) and India’s Act East
Policy. This discussion focuses on India’s maritime projections in Southeast
Asia, security challenges facing India in the waters of Southeast Asia and the
South China Sea, and Southeast Asian states’ responses to India’s regional
presence.
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