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Abstract

In the past twenty years, the political-military hegemony of the United States of
America has been challenged by new threats; some are systemic while others are
the result of the direct action of its competitors, namely China, Russia and the
European Union. This article argues that the U.S. is still the political-military
hegemon of the international system, even though it has entered a phase of decline
due to the pressures coming from the competing actors and from the changing
structure of the international system. However, the biggest challenge comes from
within its national political system that needs to be reformed in order to stop the
process of hegemonic decline.
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