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Abstract 

The Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) strategy has emerged as the Trump 

administration’s signature foreign policy for Asia. While the current US 

government insists that it is breaking new ground with its policies, there is far more 

continuity than change in US thinking toward this vital region: The FOIP has a long 

provenance that has been adopted by governments from both US political parties. 

This article examines the history of the FOIP concept and outlines its key features 

and characteristics. It then identifies potential obstacles to its realization of 

problems that other US administrations have faced. There is one problem that is 

unique to the Trump administration’s thinking, however: the president’s emphasis 

on balancing US trade accounts and returning investment to the US blunts the 

economic component of the strategy, which could prove to be a fatal flaw at a time 

of intensifying economic competition with China.   

                                                           
1 Based on a talk given at the University of Cambodia, Sept. 19, 2018. 
2 brad@pacforum.org  
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