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Abstract

This article provides a review of the contemporary features and challenges
of essay-writing. Currently, this genre has not been clearly defined, and can
be considered as ‘ambiguous’: it can cover from a short to a long piece of
writing, including a research paper or a thesis, depending on the discipline
and the institution setting an essay for students at a particular level. Thus,
this article defines an essay in a context that could be distinguished from
other papers based on its purpose and the particular context. The significance
of this distinction is to have a common concept of essays across different
disciplines. Thus, when instructors talk about essays or when they assign
students to write them, the latter can understand and be able to write the
required piece of work without having to ask for guidelines or about the
expectations from instructors.
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