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The year 2018 marks the 15th anniversary of the establishment of ASEAN-China Strategic
Partnership. It is expected that both ASEAN and China will continue to work together to take
ASEAN-China strategic partnership to a new level as well as to build an ASEAN-China

community of shared future.

2030 Vision for ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership: Perspectives from Think-Tanks? brings
together a collection of conference papers and the summary report of the Network of ASEAN-
China Think-Tanks (NACT) Special Working Group Meeting held in Beijing, China, in January
2018. The theme of the meeting was “2030 Vision for ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership”, from
which the title of the book is derived. The book aims to assess the past 15 years of ASEAN-China
strategic partnerships and to compile and review the reports on the 2030 vision submitted by the
NACT members of the ten ASEAN countries and China. Cambodia’s perspectives on the 2030
vision for ASEAN-China strategic partnership were contributed by the Cambodian Institute for
Cooperation and Peace (CICP), Cambodia’s coordinating institution for NACT.

The volume begins with an eleven-page summary of the NACT Special Working Group Meeting
on the 2030 Vision for ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership, held in Beijing in January 2018. This
summary, written by the editor, acts as an introductory chapter of the book and briefly looks at
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four key themes of the ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership: (a) achievements, (b) opportunities
and challenges, (c) objectives and principles, and (d) areas of cooperation. Following this, there
are eleven chapters, all of which deal with the same topic: 2030 vision for ASEAN-China strategic
partnership. Arranged in alphabetical order of participating countries, starting from Brunei and
ending with Vietnam, each chapter presents perspectives from the various ASEAN countries and
China on their 2030 vision for the ASEAN-China strategic partnership. Each chapter averages ten
pages, with the longest contribution from Thailand at seventeen pages. In what follows, a brief
summary of each chapter is presented, followed by an analysis of the merits and shortcomings of
the book.

Brunei’s perspective on the 2030 vision for ASEAN-China strategic partnership begins with an
assessment of the 15-year partnership to date, highlighting positive developments despite the
uncertainties regarding issues on the South China Sea. It then proposes goals for 2030, looking at
ASEAN-China cooperation in the realms of political and security, economic, connectivity, and
people-to-people cooperation. The chapter ends with a short list of guiding principles to deepen
the partnership between ASEAN and China. The chapter suggests ASEAN and China observe
certain guiding principles, including the United Nations Charter, the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and other universally

recognized principles of international law.

The next chapter, on Cambodia’s perspective, begins with an examination of the context and
significant features of ASEAN-China relations. ASEAN and China have established their
engaging relationship since the 24" ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in 1991 in Kuala Lumpur. China
became ASEAN’s full dialogue partner in 1996 and strategic partner in 2003. The chapter then
looks at the scope of the strategic partnership and suggests ways to take ASEAN-China relations
to a new height. It makes recommendations on political and security cooperation, economic
cooperation, social and cultural cooperation before offering suggestions for creating synergy
among the 2030 ASEAN-China strategic partnership, the 2025 ASEAN community vision, and
the UN 2030 agenda for sustainable development. Key to the ASEAN-China partnership is the
need to resolve the ongoing tensions in the South China Sea, foster ASEAN-China dialogue,
consolidate people-to-people exchanges, uphold the principles of good governance, and promote

environmental protection.
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The third chapter, contributed by China, starts with a review and evaluation of the China-ASEAN
partnership, bringing to the fore positive aspects of the China-ASEAN relations. It then offers a
list of five objectives and four principles of ASEAN-China strategic partnership. The objectives
and principles are aimed at enhancing political mutual trust, promoting the alignment of various
ASEAN and Chinese initiatives (e.g. the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 and China’s Belt and
Road Initiative), deepening ASEAN-China cooperation, enhancing ASEAN centrality, improving
strategic communication and coordination, and delivering tangible development benefits to the
people. The chapter also discusses areas of cooperation (e.g., political, security, economic, social,

and cultural) the two sides can focus on.

Indonesia’s perspective offers an assessment of the ASEAN-China strategic partnership by
identifying problems related to economic, trade, political, security, social, and cultural aspects.
Policy recommendations are then given, in particular, ASEAN-China relations should “remain
based on principles and norms adopted and held by ASEAN such as respect for the independence,
sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity, and national identity of all ASEAN Member States” (p.
61).

In Chapter 5, Lao PDR’s NACT looks at past progress before discussing challenges facing
ASEAN-China relations. The main challenge identified is border and maritime issues and the
proposed solutions include: (a) to enhance mutual trust and cooperation, (b) to synergize the Belt
and Road Initiative with the master plan on ASEAN connectivity, (c) to learn from each other to
build trust and dispel suspicion, and (d) to engage various stakeholders in the process of developing
the 2030 Vision.

The chapter on Malaysia’s perspective examines that country’s relations with China in terms of
geopolitics, economics, and people-to-people cooperation. It also looks into areas for future
cooperation between Malaysia and China as well as between ASEAN and China. Specific growth
areas of cooperation include technology and innovation, green growth and sustainable

development, tourism, and education and cultural exchanges.

Next is Myanmar’s perspective on the 2030 vision for ASEAN-China strategic partnership. This
chapter, like many of the others, begins with an assessment of the partnership, focusing on key
achievements over the past 15 years. It then lists eight-point guiding principles to further develop

“a strong, comprehensive and mutually beneficial relationship” (p. 91) between ASEAN and
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China. Some of the principles include adhering to the UN Charter, engaging in bilateral and
multilateral relations, promoting regional peace and security, and cementing strategic and political
trust. The chapter concludes with a ten-page list of recommendations to deepen and widen future

cooperation between the two sides.

Chapter 8 presents the Philippines’ perspective. It first examines the achievements of ASEAN-
China dialogue relations over 26 years and proposes new visions and principles for ASEAN and
China to deepen their partnership. Crucial to the new vision of the strategic partnership is the need
to get both formal institutions (e.g., constitutions, laws, and treaties) and informal institutions (e.g.,
norms, customs, and traditions) right. Three areas of ASEAN-China cooperation are discussed,;
they include political-security cooperation, economic relations, and education and people-to-

people cooperation.

The perspective from Singapore is discussed in chapter 9. This starts with an overview of ASEAN-
China relations since 1991 when China became a dialogue partner of ASEAN. It then presents five
key guiding principles for both sides to work toward strengthening their relationship. One of the
principles is to uphold ASEAN’s centrality and unity. The chapter ends with a discussion of areas

of possible cooperation, focusing on economic, political and security, and socio-cultural aspects.

Chapter 10 deals with Thailand’s perspective. It starts off with a discussion of opportunities and
challenges facing ASEAN-China relations. The rest of the chapter is devoted to guiding principles
for building mutual confidence and trust between ASEAN and China. ASEAN, the chapter argues,
“should focus on the common interest or regional interest which exists among states” (p. 128).
Both sides should set aside all the disputes and seek to focus on economic development, combating
terrorism, improving infrastructure and connectivity, enhancing cyber security cooperation, and

promoting monetary and financial cooperation.

The last chapter offers Vietnam’s perspective on the central theme of the book. It begins by
detailing the outstanding achievements of the ASEAN-China strategic partnership in the realms of
politics, defense, security, economy, trade, culture, and social cooperation. The chapter then lays
out a grand vision for closer ASEAN-China strategic relations by briefly discussing three realistic
goals: increasing strategic trust, striking an economic balance, and increasing connectivity to
bridge the development gap. To achieve these goals and bring their relations to greater heights,
ASEAN and China need to: (a) adhere to the UN Charter principles; (b) uphold the five principles
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of peaceful coexistence; (c) stick to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation; (d) respect principles
for mutually beneficial relations; and (e) support international and regional integration and
ASEAN’s centrality.

2030 Vision for ASEAN-China Strategic Partnership is an informative and thought-provoking
book which on the whole is a must-read for readers who have interest in ASEAN-China relations,
particularly the strategic partnership between the two sides. Written in a report-like format with an
extensive use of numbering and bullet points, the book is an easy read with eleven short chapters
that clearly present perspectives from the ten ASEAN countries and China. Each chapter seems to
reflect the vision of individual countries, although the main theme is the same: that is, the 2030
vision for ASEAN-China strategic partnership.

The book has a good introductory chapter that summarizes all the necessary information readers
need to know about the achievements, opportunities, and challenges facing the ASEAN-China
relations. The editor and contributors have effectively highlighted the objectives and principles
that ASEAN and China should work toward achieving and adhering to. Specific recommendations
for areas of possible cooperation are adequately discussed. These recommendations are
particularly helpful for high-level policy makers whose work involves promoting ASEAN-China
cooperation in the areas of politics, security, economy, society, culture, and people-to-people

exchanges.

If there was one thing to improve about the book, it would be to add a conclusion chapter, a
cumulative list of references or bibliography, and a subject index to make the book complete in
itself in all respects. More in-text citations should have been used so that readers could explore
any area of particular interest in more depth. Overall, despite these shortcomings, the book is a
recommended read for anyone interested in exploring the strategic partnership between ASEAN
and China.
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