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FOREWORD 
 

The UC Working Paper Series is a new initiative from The University of 

Cambodia to encourage undergraduate students to publish research that they 

have conducted. As the Director of the Council for Research and Creativity 

(CRC), I am thrilled to see the quality of the research that was submitted for 

this inaugural issue. The University of Cambodia is working to promote a 

culture of research from the top down, and the CRC coordinates all the 

research activities at the University in order to cultivate this atmosphere 

throughout the institution.  

 

The UC Working Series represents an integral pillar for this culture of 

research, and is one of several research publications being launched at UC to 

encourage research at all levels. These also include the UC Monograph 

Series, which is designed for in-depth analyses of particular issues; the 

Cambodian Journal for International Studies, which includes various types 

of academic publications pertaining to the region and beyond, including 

studies on Cambodia which consider their findings in a broader context; and 

the UC Occasional Paper Series, an interdisciplinary academic journal for 

graduate students. 

 

These publications complement our course offerings of research-related 

classes for undergraduate and graduate students, our UC Undergraduate 

Research Poster Presentation events, regular research capacity building 

workshops, and annual UC Research Competition.  

 

Research is thriving at The University of Cambodia, and it truly is a 

collective, institution-wide effort. I would like to sincerely congratulate these 

bright undergraduate student authors for their hard work and for inspiring 

countless other individuals for pursuing research.   

 

 

 

 

Travis Mitchell 

Director of the Council for Research and Creativity 

The University of Cambodia  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The UC Working Paper Series is a key contribution of The University of 

Cambodia (UC) to the development of a research culture. UC is one of the 

higher educational institutions in Cambodia that is promoting research as 

part of our major commitment to providing an excellent academic 

experience, and we are working to challenge our students and expose them 

to new ideas. We hope that this project fosters a wider understanding of 

research among students and encourages them to undertake research as part 

of their learning process.  
 

As the Dean for the School of Undergraduate Studies (SUS), I am very 

pleased to publish this first volume of the UC Working Paper Series which 

aims to promote the continuing research activities and disseminate the 

research findings as part of an ongoing process of knowledge sharing with 

our academic community. Our goal is to promote research activities and 

publications through a series of volumes of the UC Working Paper Series. 

As a university fully committed to delivering a higher quality of academic 

life, publishing the UC Working Paper Series is one of the many tasks which 

will help us to move in this direction. 

 

The authors in this inaugural edition took the class RES301, Research 

Methodology, and come from many different majors. This issue features 

seven articles concerning a variety of topics, ranging from the perspectives 

on the effects of romantic relationships on academic performance to the 

challenges of higher education for rural students in urban universities in 

Cambodia to the increase of KTVs. This shows the diversity of interests of 

our students and proves that research is neither boring nor impossible. 

 

Many congratulations to all the authors and I look forward to seeing other 

interesting research projects from our young researchers who will contribute 

to the next issue of this UC Working Paper Series since this is only the 

beginning of this project. I am confident that this project will continue to 

enhance reading habits, generate ideas, and promote research publications in 

Cambodia. 

 

 

Dr. Suy Sareth 

Dean of the School of Undergraduate Studies 

The University of Cambodia
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Cambodian University Students’ Perspectives on 

the Effects of Having a Romantic Relationship on 

Academic Performance 
 

Ly Muychrea, San Vatanak, and Tep Sopheavatey 

The University of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

 
Abstract 

 
Over time, the old, conservative perception of not having a 

relationship while studying has gradually changed. Cambodian 

teenagers these days tend to have more freedom to get involved 

in romantic relationships, but it is still questioned whether the 

romantic relationships have positive or negative effects on their 

study performance. This paper was conducted to explore 

Cambodian university students’ perspectives on the effects of 

romantic relationships on academic performance, whether they 

think relationships are positive or negative, and what they think 

are the good effects and the bad effects of the relationships. To 

achieve the objectives of this research, a quantitative approach 

was used, with a questionnaire as the research tool. One hundred 

questionnaires were administered randomly to students from 

different universities, mainly The University of Cambodia. The 

study found that most respondents were on the neutral side in 

general, but through a deeper analysis, the respondents found 

more positive benefits to relationships. However, when it comes 

to suggesting whether students should have a romantic 

relationship while studying, the number of respondents saying 

‘No’ slightly outweighed that of those saying ‘Yes’. Therefore, 

it cannot clearly be determined whether it is a good or a bad idea 

to have a romantic relationship while studying. Nevertheless, 

since positive and negative effects are stated, students may take 

them into consideration and make decisions wisely. 
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I. Introduction 

 

1. Background of the study 

In the past, most Cambodian people had a belief that it was not proper to 

have a romantic relationship while studying since these teenage relationships 

normally provided many disadvantages for their studies and futures. For 

instance, they might be involved in dating and other love affairs rather than 

concentrating on their education. Significantly, in some cases, some 

relationships sometime led to adolescent pregnancy outside marriage which 

is against societal norms and Cambodian culture. As a result, almost all 

Cambodian parents have imposed restrictions on their children to not be 

involved in romantic relationships or love affairs, particularly during the 

time when they have to focus only on their studying.  

 
However, in the current days, teenagers crave to have romantic relationships 

in which love is given and received without restrictions. To illustrate, we can 

see nowadays that many university students are prioritizing their time in both 

academic and romantic affairs (Bernales and Colonia, 2011). Crucially, 

being university students, we are faced with an increasing workload full of 

assignments, research papers, projects, tests and exams which require 

students to have a great amount of time and attention. Thus, many people 

believe that students should not have a romantic relationship since it will 

distract their attention and performance (Newman, n.d.). On the other hand, 

some also claim that romantic relationships do not always bring 

disadvantages toward the students’ performance but in some instances they 

also serve as a great motivation for students to study harder (Giordano et al., 

2008). 

 

2. Significance of the research study 

Because the current available literature was conducted solely by foreigners 

in other countries meaning their studies only focus on their contexts and 

perspectives toward the issue, we could not apply their methodologies and 

assumptions exclusively toward the Cambodian university students’ context 

since it might lead to mistaken interpretations and assumptions on the effects 

of having romantic relationships on academic performance. Thus, this 

research study will serve as new knowledge in which we are able to have a 

critical and in-depth understanding of Cambodian university students’ 

perspectives, in particular in various universities in Phnom Penh, toward the 

correlation between having a romantic relationship and academic 

performance. 
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3. Research questions  

To conduct this research study, the following questions need to be 

addressed:  

 

1. What are the effects of having a romantic relationship on the academic 

performance based on the perspective of students from The University of 

Cambodia, the Royal University of Law and Economics, and the 

Institute of Foreign Languages? 

2. What factors encourage them to have romantic relationships while 

studying? 

3. Does having a romantic relationship while studying provide more positive 

or negative impacts on academic performance? 

 

4. Research Objectives 

The objectives of this research paper are: 

 

•  To explore the various perspectives of university students in Phnom Penh 

on the effects of having a romantic relationship on academic performance 

• To find out how having a romantic relationship affects academic   

performance, both positively and negatively 

•  To seek for the dominant factors which encourage university students to 

have a romantic relationship while studying  

•  To suggest some possible recommendations which can lead to a successful 

academic life and maintaining a healthy romantic relationship 

 

 

II. Literature Review  

1. Definition of Romantic Relationship 

Many people have defined the term “romantic relationship” differently based 

on their perspectives, experiences and preferences. According to Matsumoto 

(2011), “When you have a romantic relationship with someone, you share 

attitudes, visions, dreams, strengths and vulnerabilities with that person, and 

there is also some kind of mutual support.” However, a “romantic 

relationship” is not necessarily an intimate relationship in which partners are 

truly themselves, completely open and honest. Rather, those involved in a 

romantic relationship may overpower each other, which can create 

instability, hence demanding both partners to respect each other to build a 

healthy one (Romantic Relationships, n.d.). Based on Sutter Health’s (n.d.) 

definition, “a romantic relationship is viewed as a part of an intimate 

relationship in which you can truly be yourself with someone who you 
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respect and are respected by in return.” Therefore, on the top of that, a 

romantic relationship is widely known as love and affection which is one of 

the most profound emotions of human beings (Psychology Today, n.d.). 

2. Positive effects of teenage romantic relationships on academic 

performance 

A study conducted by Campble, Olivier and Sedikides (1994) found that 

romantic relationships provide significant positive impacts on academic 

achievement. They can bring companionship, feelings of happiness, feelings 

of being loved or loving another, intimacy, self-growth and self-

understanding and more positive-esteem. Romantic relationships therefore 

are said to be the cause of motivation for teenagers in pursuing their studies. 

Additionally, a research paper studied by Giordano, Kenyatta D. Phelps, 

Manning, and Longmore (2008) had discovered that a romantic relationship 

has a positive link in adolescent academic achievement. They argued that 

adolescent romantic relationships contribute to a personal development prior 

to the student being successful in their studies. For instance, teens who have 

romantic partners with higher grades are themselves more likely to earn 

higher grades (Giordano et al., 2008). 

 

Significantly, the level of motivation has played a key role in determining 

the academic achievements of students. It is believed that students who seem 

to be passionate about learning needed inspiration and encouragement in 

order to accomplish any task. In this regard, by having a romantic 

relationship, it makes teenagers feel affection, care and love, which make 

them motivated. Hence, a sense of motivation to students who are involved 

in love affairs made them perform better in their studies (Bernales and 

Colonia, 2011). Additionally, the Phnom Penh Post (2010) interviewed radio 

personalities whose programs deal with the topic of love to share their ideas 

on how Cambodian youth can find a place for love in their busy lives and 

enjoy the benefits of romance without getting hurt in the process. In this 

light, it is believed the result is possible to be a great student and be in a 

healthy romantic relationship when they encourage each other to study hard; 

therefore, they will have better results in their studies as quoted by Ek 

Monosen. Similarly, Chhy Rotha also shared the same belief that romantic 

relationships will urge people to study harder when they get involved with a 

romantic partner who is a high-performing person. Despite these advantages, 

Heng Sokchannaroth claimed that “It depends on our partner. If our partner 

encourages us to study hard, it is good. But if our partner doesn’t like 

studying and instead likes going out, we will bump into failure. So, the 
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weight is in our partner. If we have a good partner, we will be more likely to 

be good” (The Phnom Penh Post, 2010). 

3. Negative effects of teenage romantic relationships on academic 

performance 

Although some people believe that having a relationship while studying can 

be beneficial, opponents of this idea would argue that teenage relationships 

can cause problems on academic performance in some ways. Based on a 

study at the University of the Philippines by Bernales and Colonia (2011), 

when teenagers are involved in romantic relationships, they tend to pay less 

attention to their academic work. The study reveals that students who engage 

in relationships are unable to manage their time well and mostly spend only 

1 to 4 hours per week for their studies. As love grows fonder, along with the 

desire to keep the relationship going, more time is allotted to various dating 

activities, leaving only a small amount of time for learning (Newman, n.d.). 

This tendency then has connection with course attendance; it was reported 

that students are likely to be absent for at least three times in a semester 

(Schmidt & Lockwood, 2015).  

In addition to poor time management, teenage romantic relationships 

negatively affect students’ performance as it increases the level of anxiety. A 

study from the University of Denver found that teenagers who are engaged 

in romantic relationships are likely to experience emotional problems such 

as anxiety and depression (Scott, 2015). They tend to feel worried if they 

look good enough, if their partner loves them or even how to impress them. 

They can feel even more distracted when that person is in the same class 

with them (Mwaura, 2012). Regarding the distractions, Laflamme claimed 

that when people are in love, they simply cannot concentrate on anything but 

only thinking about their lovers (Lannarone, 2014). Rather than paying 

attention to their teachers, some teenagers turned out to be texting their 

partners during class time, and their level of anxiety even increased when 

they had conflicts with their partner (Baleros, n.d.). Based on the same 

article posted by Lannarone (2014), higher anxiety happens once again in a 

more serious way when it comes to a break-up. Motivation to study or even 

go to school is lost, and their performance of course declines. A study 

conducted by Kopfler (2003) also pointed out that “students who were 

involved in romantic relationships would not perform well in undergraduate 

course works.” He argued that students involved in relationship are forced to 

manage their time by facing higher stress levels than who are not in a 

romantic relationship (Kopfler, 2003).  
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After all, there have been a lot of studies on both positive and negative 

effects of teenage romantic relationship on study performance, yet none of 

them have looked at students’ perspectives, particularly those of Cambodian 

university students, who may have different points of view as they live in a 

different context. Therefore, this research was conducted to find out 

Cambodian university students’ perspectives on how romantic relationships 

affect academic performance both positively and negatively, with some 

recommendations to lead a successful academic life while maintaining a 

healthy romantic relationship.  

  

III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

This research study used both a qualitative and quantitative approach in 

order to answer the main research questions. Therefore, this paper used a 

questionnaires as the research tool in order to explore and find out the 

university students’ perspectives on the effects of having a romantic 

relationship on academic performance. With regard to our questionnaire, 

there were a total of 12 questions which contain both closed-ended and open 

questions. It is crucial to note that the first part of our questionnaire asked 

about the students’ background, which includes their gender, age, university, 

year of study and their majors. The second part of the questionnaire served 

as significant indicators for our research study since we explored the various 

answers from their perspectives toward the impact of having a romantic 

relationship while studying the students’ performance. In this regard, the 

closed-ended questions aimed to focus on collecting quantitative data from 

the respondent, whereas the open question aimed to collect qualitative data 

by allowing the respondent to express his or her ideas and recommendations 

regarding the effects of having a romantic relationship on students’ academic 

performance. 

2. Data collection and sample size 

Since our research paper is mainly based on the university students’ 

perspectives, the data collection was acquired through conducting a 

questionnaire in order to get the primary data. Regarding the sample size, we 

randomly selected 100 university students who are currently enrolled in 

Bachelor’s degree programs from various universities in Phnom Penh such 

as The University of Cambodia (UC), the Institute of Foreign Languages 

(IFL), and the Royal University of Law and Economic (RULE). However, 

due to time constrains and financial limitations, our data mostly was from 
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the students of The University of Cambodia (UC) as compared to other 

universities since our group found it easier to sample them. Moreover, our 

questionnaire was conducted in English; hence, only the international track 

program’s students had the opportunity to be selected as our respondents. 

3. Data analysis 

In terms of the data analysis method, Microsoft Excel was exclusively used 

to analyze the data that we collected through the questionnaire. In this light, 

we distinguished between the respondents who are currently in romantic 

relationships or used to be in a romantic relationship, and those who have 

never been involved in a romantic relationship. Consequently, we were able 

to compare their responses in our questionnaire. After that, we also sought to 

explore the perspectives of them on the effects of having a romantic 

relationship on academic performance, whether it brings more positive or 

negative impact based on the groups of students that we differentiated 

accordingly. Notably, even though they are currently in a romantic 

relationship or used to be in one, they gave different answers in both closed-

ended and open questions toward the impacts of romantic relationships while 

studying with accordance to their experiences and personal opinions. In 

addition to these, we analyzed and found out the dominant factors which 

encourage students to have a love relationship while studying. Most 

importantly, we analyzed and explored both positive and negative effects 

from students’ perspectives of having a romantic relationship on academic 

performance which led to the conclusive answers to our main research 

questions for this research project. 

 
IV. Findings and Data Analysis  

 

1. Findings 

In regards to the first section of the questionnaire which seeks out some 

background information of the respondents, it shows that 66% of the 

respondents are female; 42% of them are currently or used to be in a 

relationship, while male respondents account for 34%, and 56% of them 

have been involved in a romantic relationship. 86% of all the respondents are 

in the age group of 20-24, and most of them are from The University of 

Cambodia. The statistics also show that 11%, 15%, 41%, and 33% are 

currently doing their degrees in year 1, 2, 3, and 4 respectively in various 

majors such as English Literature, International Relations, Business 

Management, and so on. 
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Figure 1: Relationship status/experience 

 

Before getting to know their 

perspectives on romantic 

relationships’ effects on study 

performance, the respondents were 

first required to fill in some of 

their personal information. Of all 

the 100 respondents, 47% have 

been involved in a romantic 

relationship, whereas the other 

53% have never. When asked what 

encourages them to have a 

relationship, 57% of respondents chose “feeling of happiness”, 17% mutual 

support, 6% entertainment, 4% outside environment, 2% for granted, and 

13% other factors.  

 

 
 

 

The main point of the questionnaire is placed on the 9th question, asking 

whether they think romantic relationships can provide positive or negative 

effects on academic performance, or if they think it is neutral. The results 

come as expected; most of the respondents, 70%, are neutral about the 

effects. However, 20% of all respondents at least believe that romantic 

relationships can have positive effects on study performance, while only 

10% think that it is negative.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Factors encouraging respondents to have a relationship 
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Figure 3: Overall perspectives towards the effects of romantic relationships 

 
To gain a deeper understanding of their viewpoints on the effects of the 

relationship while studying, a scale which consists of 13 statements was 

designed, requiring respondents to indicate their opinion about how strong 

they agree with the statements. Positive effects of romantic relationships are 

included in questions 1, 7, 9, 10, and 12. Among these 10 statements of 

positive effects, the 2nd and the 3rd statement are mostly agreed, receiving an 

average of 3.46 and 3.47 respectively. Both statements are the only two that 

can get up to 14 ‘Strongly Agree’. Hence, it can be understood that 

respondents agree on the point that having a romantic relationship while 

studying can motivate partners to study harder and support them when they 

have any difficulties with their lessons. Statements 2 and 3 are followed by 

statements 7 and 12, which have an average of 3.43. Eleven respondents 

‘strongly agree’ with number 7 which states that relationships can help build 

their self-confidence, while statement 12 saying that relationships can reduce 

stress receives only seven ‘strongly agree’ but 45 Agrees, the most one of 

all. Noticeably, statement number 6, which is ‘helps me complete tasks on 

time’, gets only 2.99.  

 

From this, it can be implied that when students have romantic relationships, 

they are likely to have problems with time management. The problem of 

time for those involved in relationships and studying at the same time is 

shown more clearly in statement 10 saying ‘provides more time to review 

lessons’. Surprisingly, it receives the most ‘Disagree’, 36, and the lowest 

average, 2.67, of all the statements in the scale. It can be inferred that even 

though romantic relationships can provide positive effects like motivation to 

study harder, support when having problems, personal development, better 

performance, more self-confidence and the like, time management seems to 
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be a problem for them as they need to allocate some time for their studies 

and some for their partners. 

 
Table 1: Number of responses on the scale and the average of each statement 

 
By having a romantic 

relationship while studying, it 
1* 2* 3* 4* 5* Average  

1 
helps me pay more attention on 

studying 
3 17 43 31 6 3.2 

2 motivates me to study harder 3 14 31 38 14 3.46 

3 
supports me when I meet 

difficulties of lessons 
2 13 35 36 14 3.47 

4 
contributes to personal 

development 
3 9 43 38 7 3.37 

5 
makes me perform better in 

class 
3 20 43 28 6 3.14 

6 helps me complete tasks on time 3 28 41 23 5 2.99 

7 builds self-confidence 3 11 37 38 11 3.43 

8 makes me sleepless 7 25 33 27 8 3.04 

9 helps me achieve good grades 4 18 38 35 5 3.19 

10 
provides more time to review 

lessons 
8 36 37 19 0 2.67 

11 

cannot help me concentrate on 

anything besides thinking about 

love and dating 

13 23 40 20 4 2.79 

12 reduces stress 3 10 35 45 7 3.43 

13 
discourages me to learn when I 

have arguments in love affair 
5 18 45 26 6 3.1 

(*1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3=neutral, 4=agree, 5=strongly agree) 

 

The scale does not only include positive statements alone but also negative 

statements so that respondents will not cling to only a certain side of the 

scale. There are 3 statements about the bad effects of romantic relationships 

on academic performance; they are statements 8, 11, and 13. All of these had 

a lower average score than the positive statements. The highest average is 

only 3.1, and that is for statement 13, which states that when they have 

arguments in love affairs, it can discourage them from learning. This is 

followed by the average point of 3.04 of the 8th statement saying that 

romantic relationships can make them sleepless. Last but not least, statement 
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number 11, which states that when students are having relationships while 

studying, they cannot concentrate on anything besides thinking about love 

and dating, receives an average point of 2.79, the second least of all the 

statements. This is the only statement which receives the most ‘Strongly 

Disagree’ answers, 13. Therefore, it can be inferred that although some 

students are involved in relationships, they can still concentrate on other 

things besides love. 

 

The scale alone cannot determine the entire viewpoints of the respondents so 

it is followed by two open-ended questions. The first question asks whether 

students should have a romantic relationship while studying or not, based on 

their experiences and perspectives. The survey shows that 35% of 

respondents suggest that students should not have a romantic relationship 

while studying, while 30% of them believe that it is a good idea to have a 

relationship and study at the same time. 10% are neutral, claiming that it 

depends. The rest have no idea, stating that they have never experienced 

such things at all. The first question goes on to ask them to tell the reasons 

why they say ‘yes’ or ‘no’. Many respondents who are on positive side think 

that being in a relationship motivates them to study harder as they struggle 

for future success together. Additionally, romantic relationships also provide 

mutual and emotional support, happiness, and confidence. Some also state 

that they can develop some experience for future relationships. However, 

those who suggest that students should not be involved in romantic 

relationship while they are studying raise up some negative views. One of 

the most common bad effects is the loss of concentration. A majority of 

them claimed that when they are involved in a relationship, they cannot 

concentrate well on their studies, and they recommend that students should 

just focus on their studies first. Another reason is the waste of time and 

money, saying that they have to spend a lot of time and money with their 

partners when going on dates or hanging out. Last but not least, when it 

comes to arguments with their partners in love affairs, it would hurt their 

feelings and create stress, which distracts them from learning.  

 

The second open-ended question, which asks about the effects of romantic 

relationships on academic performance, has similar answers to the reasons 

the respondents gave to the previous question. The most common answers 

about the good effects are happiness, motivation and encouragement, better 

study performance, experience about love and personal development, which 

means that one will try to improve him/herself to meet another one’s 

demands. However, those who do not agree with the idea of having a 
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relationship and studying simultaneously have quite contrasting points of 

view. While those on the positive side think that the relationship can bring 

more happiness and less stress, those on negative side believe that it will 

cause more stress. While those on the ‘good effect’ side claim that romantic 

relationship can improve one’s time management skills, those on the other 

side state that one will not have enough time for studying. While those who 

view relationships positively think that it can enhance one’s study 

performance, those who view it negatively think that it will lower one’s 

academic performance.  

 

2. Data analysis 
Table 2: The responses in only 3 options 

 
Respondents are most of the time 

 ‘neutral’, which almost always 

receives the most ‘ticks’ on the 

questionnaires, among the five options. 

Therefore, it’s hard to see whether they 

think positively or negatively on the 

effects of romantic relationships. That’s 

why their responses are categorized 

into only 3 parts, as can be seen in 

Table 2 so that it’s easier to see whether 

they are more on the ‘Disagree’ side or 

on ‘Agree’ one. Based on Table 2, the 

number of responses on the ‘Agree’ 

side usually outweighs that on the 

‘Disagree’ side when the statements are 

positive, except statement 6 and 10 where they would also go for the 

disagree side as dealing with time. However, for negative statements, 

particularly statement 11, the number of responses on ‘Disagree’ side turns 

to be more than the ‘Agree’ one. Therefore, it is noticeable that although 

most respondents are on the neutral side at the beginning, they have more 

positive views of romantic relationship’s effect on studying since they are 

more on ‘Agree’ and ‘Strongly Agree’ side when it comes to positive 

statements, while they are more on ‘Disagree’ and ‘Strongly Disagree’ side 

or the data between the ‘Disagree’ and ‘Agree’ are quite similar when it is a 

negative statement. 

 

 
Disagree Neutral Agree 

1 20 43 37 

2 17 31 52 

3 15 35 50 

4 12 43 45 

5 23 43 34 

6 31 41 28 

7 14 37 49 

8 32 33 35 

9 22 38 40 

10 44 37 19 

11 36 40 24 

12 13 35 52 

13 23 45 32 
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There is something even more interesting. The perspectives of those who 

have been involved in romantic relationship seem to be different from those 

who have never been involved in one. Those who have never experienced 

romantic relationships are mostly on the neutral side as they may have no 

idea about it, or even think it’s negative. Only 4 out of 53, which accounts 

for only 7.5%, think that having a relationship while studying is good. On 

the other hand, those who have engaged in a romantic relationship view it 

positively. 16 respondents out of 47 (34%) believe that the relationship has 

good effects, while only 3 out of 47 (6.4%) think that it has bad effects. The 

number of neutral responses (59.6%) is also lower than those who have 

never had a relationship (79.2%).  

 
Table 3: Perspectives on the effects categorized by relationship status/experience in 

percentage 

Respondents = 100 Yes 47% Positive (%) 34.0% 

    
Neutral (%) 59.6% 

    
Negative (%) 6.4% 

  
No 53% Positive (%) 7.5% 

    
Neutral (%) 79.2% 

    
Negative (%) 13.2% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Discussion 

 

 

In this study, we found out that nearly half of the university students who 

were involved in a romantic relationship believed that by having a romantic 

relationship while studying provided more positive rather than negative 

impacts on their academic performance while the other half tended to be 

neutral. Surprisingly, for those who were never involved in a romantic 

Figure 4: Perspectives on the effects categorized by relationship status/experience  

by number 
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relationship, most of them were neutral and the rest viewed them negatively 

rather than positively. In this light, we can infer that based on the viewpoints 

of Cambodian university students, having a romantic relationship provides 

both positive and negative effects on the academic performance. In essence, 

the positive impacts range from mutual support to personal development. 

Most of them argued that it is good since it has motivated the student to 

study harder.  

 

On the contrary, the major downside of having a romantic relationship while 

studying is the lack of concentration on studying since students tend to spend 

most of their time on their significant other. In addition to these, upon our 

analysis, we could see the dominant factor leading students to have a 

romantic relationship while studying is the feeling of happiness. Hence, we 

can imply that they have engaged in a romantic relationship due to the 

emotion of being loved and the belief that “they would have a happy life if 

they have a romantic partner.” However, since most of the respondents are 

on the neutral side, we could not definitively state whether having a romantic 

relationship while studying brings more positive or negative impacts on their 

academic performance. In this regard, people tend to provide their ideas that 

it depend on the partners if they could cultivate more positive effects, or 

otherwise negative effects will prevail.  

 

Crucially, the findings of the study is also similar to the finding of other 

research researchers on the positive effects of romantic relationship on 

academic performance which they argued “through the scene of motivation, 

it will encourage students to study harder” (Bernales and Colonia, 2011). 

Moreover, our findings also share the similarities on the negative effects 

with other researchers which students are lacking of time management on the 

academic aspects (Lannarone, 2014). 

 

V. Conclusion and Recommendations 

To conclude, we were able to identify that the university students involved in 

a teenage romantic relationship tend to view them positively than those who 

have never been involved in one. On the whole, however, since almost of the 

respondents are on the neutral side, we could not definitively state whether 

having a romantic relationship while studying provides more positive or 

negative impacts on academic performance. In this regard, the respondents 

instead provided their ideas that it depends on the partners if they could 

cultivate more positive effects, or otherwise negative effects will prevail. 

Hence, we cannot generalize whether it’s good or bad, yet we can 
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recommend that in order to have a successful academic life while 

maintaining a healthy romantic relationship, the students should have good 

time management meaning they have to manage their time for studying very 

well and try to maximize the positive effects from the romantic relationship 

such as mutual support, personal growth, and so forth. 
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Appendix A 

 

Questionnaire 

A Study on University students’ perspectives on the effects of having a 

romantic relationship on academic performance  

 

Hello everyone! We, students from the University of Cambodia, have been 

conducting a research project on “A Study on University students’ 

perspectives on the effects of having romantic relationship on academic 

performance”. Therefore, we would like you to take some of your precious 

times to respond to the questionnaire below. Your contribution and 

participation are valuable for our research project as well as higher education 

in Cambodia since it serves as a new knowledge regarding the research field. 

On the top of that, we are confident that your information is confidential. For 

any doubts please kindly contact via e-mail: muychrealy@gmail.com.  

 

I. Background of Information  

1.       Male        Female  

2. How old are you?  

16-19              20- 24          25-29          Other_______ 

3. Which university have you been studying in?  

Please write your answer here_____________________ 

4. What year are you in? 

      Year 1               Year 2  Year 3    

      Year 4       Other______ 

 

5. What is your major?  Please write your answer below 

__________________ 

II. The effects of Romantic Relationship on Academic Performance 

Definition: Romantic Relationship refers to love and affection which is 

one of the most profound emotions of human being.  
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6. Have you ever had or been having a romantic relationship 

while studying?  

      Yes            No  (if no please skip question number 7&8) 

 

7. How long have you had or been having a romantic 

relationship? 

       Less than a year               More than a year 

 

8. What encouraged you to have a romantic relationship while 

studying? (You may have more than one answer) 

 

       Mutual support           Entertainment                  

       Feeling of happiness        For granted 

                    Outside environment    Other___________ 

 

9. Based on your ideas, what are the effects of having romantic 

relationship on academic performance? 

           Positive             Neutral              Negative 

                        

10. Please indicate your opinion with the statement below by 

placing a mark in the box provided below. 

(1=strongly disagree, 2=disagree, 3=neutral, 4=agree, 

`5=strongly agree) 

By having a romantic relationship 

while studying, it 

1 2 3 4 5 

1.helps me pay more attention on 

studying  

     

2.motivates me to study more 

harder 

     

3.supports me when I meet 

difficulties of lessons  

     

4.contributes to personal 

development  

     

5.makes me perform better in class      

6.helps me complete tasks on time      

7.builds self-confident      

8.makes me sleepless      

9.helps me achieve good grades      

10. provides more times to review 

lessons 
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11.cannot help me concentrate in 

anything besides thinking about 

loves and dating  

     

12.reduce the stresses        

13.discourge me to learn when I 

have arguments in loving affairs  

     

  

11. According to your experiences and perspectives, should we have 

a romantic relationship while studying or not? Please indicate your 

reasons  

………………………………………………………………………

………….…………………………………………………………

………………………….…………………………………………

………………………………………….…………………………

………………………………………………………….…………... 

 

12. By having a romantic relationship while studying, what are the 

effects of this relationship toward your academic performance? 

Please provide reasons to support your ideas.  

………………………………………………………………………

……………..…………………………………………………………

…………………………..……………………………………………

………………………………………..………………………………

……………………………………………………………………….. 
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Abstract 

 

Working and studying at the same time can be seen as a 

common trend over the past few decades. Despite the load of 

work that school provides, students have to deal with numerous 

issues at work. There have been various research studies 

relating to this topic, mostly in Western countries, but there has 

been little research undertaken at The University of Cambodia. 

As a matter of fact, most of the students at The University of 

Cambodia also work. Hence, this 10-week intensive research 

study aims to explore the reasons, benefits, and difficulties that 

UC students have encountered throughout their working and 

studying lives. To undertake this research, 100 UC students 

were randomly selected to participate in this study, but only 

those who had jobs were considered to be eligible. After being 

selected, they were given a questionnaire to complete. The 

study found that their ultimate reason was to be financially 

independent. In their answers to the questionnaire, they also 

related that experience in the real working environment was the 

main benefit that they had gained from their work. In terms of 

obstacles, students tended to encounter exhaustion and stress 

more than those who did not work. All in all, understanding the 

reasons, benefits, and difficulties of those students is very 

crucial for students to think carefully before deciding to work 

while studying, and for teachers to understand their difficulties, 

and for family and friends to help them cope with the stress and 

exhaustion. 

 

I. Introduction 
 

1. Background of the study 

Working and studying while in college can be rewarding and tiring at the 

same time. The number of college students who work and study during 

college has dramatically increased over the years. According to a new 
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research study from Georgetown University’s Center on Education and the 

Workforce, more than 70% of college students have worked and studied at 

the same time for over 25 years. Additionally, the same source also reports 

that their average working hours are 30 hours per week (Rapacon, & 

CNBC.com, S. T., 2015). Similarly, research from the National Center for 

Education Statistics showed that 79% of college students worked while 

studying. Students must be able to have great time management skills to 

survive the hectic schedule and maintain a good social life. As a matter of 

fact, the idea of whether working and studying at the same time provides 

more advantages than disadvantages varies, based on the perspectives of 

each individual. Some people might view working while studying as 

negative while some view it as positive. Nonetheless, as long as a student 

commits to do it in a right way, anything is possible.  

 
For students who choose to work while studying, there are various reasons 

that lead them to undertake this commitment, such as financial issues, 

experiences, networking, and many other reasons. Over time, students need 

more and more financial support to cover their expenses for living and 

studying since the price of every single thing keeps increasing. Based on 

findings from the survey in the 2008 National Survey of Student 

Engagement, working while studying can provide positive impacts on 

students’ engagement with school work (The Benefits of Working While 

Enrolled in College, n.d.). Some significant benefits that work provides to 

college students are relatable working experience, time management skills, 

freedom from debt, and better academic performance (Caldwell, 2017). 

Working in a particular place also provides opportunity to students to expand 

their social network. However, when college students devote their time too 

much to outside work, it can distract them from studying, make them feel 

lost along the way, and make their academic performance worse (Lucier, 

2012). 

 
In Cambodia, most college students also work while enrolling in college. It 

can be seen that most of them tend to change shifts to evening or weekend 

after completing the foundation year so that they can work. A Cambodian 

graduate reported that “Working in the roles related to my studies has given 

me valuable experience before I graduate, but I do not have time for my 

family as I have to spend the weekdays at work and weekends for my 

assignments” (Work and Study, 2017). Another news article in the Phnom 

Penh Post discussed this issue as well and one student among 4 interviewees 

stated that “My job helps me to have a better understanding of how our 
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society works. The disadvantage, though, is that I have to work long hours 

and I don’t have enough time left for my studies” (P. 2013, June 30). Hence, 

in order to be able to undertake these two tasks simultaneously, it requires 

hard work and effort to complete great work and achieve good grades. 

 
In response to the increase of working while studying among college 

students, this ten-week intensive research study on “Working and Studying 

at the same time” was conducted by a group of three students in their 

afternoon shift at The University of Cambodia (UC). The ultimate purpose 

was to identify the possible reasons, to evaluate the positive impacts on UC 

students’ academic performance, and to find out the main obstacles that UC 

students have faced when they work and study at the same time. Although 

the research topic is not new, the scope of this topic is new because it 

focuses on 100 UC students who have jobs.   

 

2. Problem statement 

Due to the fact that the trend of working and studying at the same time 

among college students keeps increasing, it is important to do a research 

study among 100 UC students to find out real reasons that push students to 

work and study at the same time. More importantly, it is necessary to learn 

about the positive impacts of their efforts and the negative impacts that 

distract them along the way. After learning all these factors, it will help us to 

develop good strategies in maintaining better lives when working and 

studying simultaneously. 

 

3. Research questions  

To conduct this research study, these 3 research questions provide the basis 

for further exploration: 
 

1. What are the main possible reasons leading UC students to work and 

study at the same time? 

2. To what extent can working have positive impacts on UC students? 

3. What are the obstacles that UC students have faced when they work and 

study at the same time? 

 

4. Research objectives 

The main purpose of this research study is to further explore the reasons, 

benefits, and difficulties that UC students have encountered throughout their 

working and studying lives. In order to effectively explore each point, they 

are divided into 3 sub-areas: 
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• To identify the possible reasons leading UC students to work and study at 

the same time 

• To evaluate the positive impacts that UC students have gained from 

working 

• To find out the main obstacles that UC students have faced when they work 

and study at the same time 

 

5. Limitations  

The research study has been undertaken only with a subject base of 100 

college students at The University of Cambodia which can be seen as 

limited. Selecting only 100 participants means that we want to make sure 

that we record all the responses correctly to produce a research study 

analysis that is as reliable as possible, considering this limitation. 
 

 

II. Literature Review 

1. Reasons 

1.1. Finance 

The ultimate reason that leads students to work is to earn money to support 

their families and keep themselves in schools (Robinson, 1999). “Debt 

reduction is also a common reason for working, suggesting that students are 

indeed concerned about the level of debt they are incurring” (Jewell, 2014). 

According to the Guardian, most students work at least part time because of 

money concerns, with 58% wanting to spend the money on socializing and 

55% on food and household bills. A sensible 38% say that they are doing it 

for their future to avoid staying in debt (Gil, 2014).    

 

1.2. Skills 

Through their occupations, students can learn transferrable skills such as 

communication and teamwork and improve time management skills, all 

equally important when entering the labor market (Jewell, 2014). Especially, 

students believed that part-time jobs provide them the opportunity to 

broaden their social and personal skills, the important soft skills that we all 

should obtain (Bentley, & O’Neil, 1984). Hence, students tend to have 

experience in certain fields, which is beneficial for their personal growth in 

various ways. Last but not least, another research study from Newcastle 

University showed that students also gain time management skills while 

working. One student stated that “Having to deal with one job made me treat 

my studies as a job too, which helped me develop my own time management 
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and priorities” (The surprising benefits of working and studying during your 

Master’s, n.d.). 

 

2. Positive impacts 

2.1. Academic performance 

For academic performance, students can learn about the real prospects of the 

real working environment which is a better way to learn more about life 

(Richardson, Evans, & Gbadamosi, n.d). Additionally, working and learning 

can provide better education when they expose themselves in the job-related 

fields (Carnevale, P.A., Smith, N. Melton, M. & Price, E.W, 2015). 

Specifically, students who work 20 hours or less per week tend to have a 

high chance of finishing college, and those who work on-campus deal with 

mostly academic tasks which are beneficial for their studies (BYU 

Employment Services, 2006). 

 

2.2. Experience for future careers 

Working in various fields during school days helps build up students’ 

backgrounds and experiences, which contribute to gaining a high salary 

(BYU Employment Services, 2006). Furthermore, 61% of working students 

believed that their current part-time jobs would help them to get better jobs 

in the future (Robinson, 1999). Similarly, another research also pointed out 

that degree-related work and unpaid work experience increase the likelihood 

of getting a graduate job (Jewell. S, 2014). Another research study also 

illustrated that “Through your job, you’ll become better acquainted with 

faculty, staff, and other students. Part-time work allows you to gain career- 

related experiences as you clarify goals, acquire skills and self-confidence, 

and build a network of contacts” (Benefits of Student Employment, n.d.). 

 

3. Obstacles when studying and working at the same time 

3.1. Poor academic performance 

Loads of work and problems from the workplace can distract students from 

their study to some extent. According to a recent study, it is reported that 

students are willing to give up study time to accommodate term-time 

employment (Jewell, 2014). When students invest their time and energy on 

work, jobs would detract from studying and be harmful to their GPA (BYU 

Employment Services, 2006). 

 

3.2. Stress 

Working and studying at the same time are challenging tasks that require 

students to invest lots of time on both.  Too much academic work and career 
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issues can make students stressed, which then makes it hard to carry on 

studying and working at the same time. The amount of stress varies from one 

student to another based on the different institutes and workplaces in which 

they study and work (Irfan & Azmi, 2014). Besides deadlines, limited 

finances, family issues and time, other additional responsibilities also stress 

college students out (Martinez, Ordu, Sala, & McFarlance, 2013). 

 

3.3. Balancing Time 

Students are expected to manage their time well in order to deal with their 

hectic schedules. According to a research study, students have no time to 

read as their time available for reading has been reduced because of work-

related responsibilities. Especially during the sales season, or any other 

special events, students have to work overtime, hence their assignments are 

delayed until the last moment (Richardson, Evans, & Gbadamosi, n.d). In 

relation to this, they have to be very good at time management and prioritize 

the most important tasks first in order to meet the deadline. However, they 

barely have time for themselves and families due to their conflicting roles 

(Martinez, Ordu, Sala, & McFarlance, 2013). In another case study, students 

spent an average of 59-71 hours per week on a combination of study, work 

and domestic responsibilities (Gayle & Lowe, 2007). 

 
 

III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

As this research study is quantitative, a cross-sectional study design was 

used as it is useful in obtaining the overall picture of the whole study at a 

particular point of time. Thus, we only need to distribute the questionnaire to 

100 UC students once. Moreover, it is not costly and convenient to conduct. 

 

2. Data collection method and sample size 

Due to the constraints of time and money, it is impossible to collect the data 

from the entire population of UC students in each shift. Therefore, we 

decided to take only 100 UC students from each shift to participate in our 

research study. The questionnaire was given to only UC students who are 

currently working or used to work. Those who do not have experience in 

working were not surveyed. Our group first asked each class to tell us who 

had jobs and then used the simple random sampling technique to choose 

participants among them. We did that for all the 10 classes that we attended. 

 



  

27 

 

3. Research instruments 

Among the six research tools, the questionnaire was chosen as the research 

design for our research study because it is easy to reach out to the 

respondents; it takes only a short time, and does not cost much. As a 

quantitative research study, the questions were designed as all closed-ended 

questions. The format of the questionnaire was then divided into 4 main 

parts. The top of the page required personal information such as gender, age, 

and major. The next part was the reasons section that asks them about their 

kinds of jobs, the relation between work and jobs, possible reasons, their role 

models, and their motivations. Then, in the Positive Outcomes section, there 

were five questions related to the benefits, prioritization, positive impact on 

future career, academic performance and the remaining time that they have 

after spending their entire day working and studying. Last but not least, the 

Obstacles part contained four closed-ended questions in relation to the 

difficulties, class activities, exhaustion, and personal recommendations. This 

point is related to whether fellow college students should work and study at 

the same time. The very last open-ended question asked the participants to 

express their perspectives towards the reasons that students should work.   

 

4. Ethical issues 

Before respondents completed the questionnaire, there was a cover letter on 

the very top of the questionnaire. This guaranteed that their identities and 

responses would be kept confidential. Especially, their participation was 

definitely voluntary. Thus, we ensured that the entire participants’ 

involvement would not cause them any difficulties. 

 

5. Data analysis method 

After gathering the questionnaires from the respondents, each of the 

questionnaires was numbered, so that it was easier to recognize and code. 

For closed-ended questions, our group used Microsoft Excel to create a code 

book by typing in each of the main categories. In Excel, we counted the 

number of kinds of jobs that the participants had and calculated their average 

age. To facilitate the process, all the recorded data in the codebook was 

transferred to SPSS. Furthermore, for the last open-ended question, each 

answer from the participant was typed and printed out to identify the 

similarities and to more easily group into different categories. Then, we did 

content analysis. After that, we analyzed each of the items by way of 

calculating for percentage. 
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IV. Findings  
 

1. Personal information 

Table 1 identifies that the percentage of female respondents is 56% (n=56) 

and males is 44% (n=44). 

 
Table 1: Gender of participants 

Variable     Frequency (percentage) 

Gender  

 Male      56% (n=56) 

 Female      44% (n=44)  

 

Table 2 shows the basic data on variable age of the participating students. As 

illustrated in the table, the average age of the participants was 24.53 years 

old (M=24.53, SD=2.08). The youngest age was 19 years old while the 

oldest age was 42 years old. 
 

 

Table 2: Age of respondents 

No. Minimum Maximum Mean SD 

100 19 42 24.53 2.08 

 

Among those working students, all were from different majors. The top two 

majors that made up most of the study population were from International 

Relations, which accounted for 18.1% (n=25) and the English Literature 

major which accounted for 17.4% (n=24). Finance and Banking also made 

up a significant portion of respondents.  
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Figure 1: Percentage of UC students who work while studying based on major 

 

2. Reasons 

2.1. What kind of job do you do? 

Figure 2 presents the percentage of the types of jobs that were taken by 100 

UC students, which accounted for 70% full-time job (n=70), 25% part-time 

job (n=25), 4% freelance (n=4), and 1% business (n=1). 

 
    Figure 2: Kinds of Jobs 
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2.2. Is your job related to your major?  

Figure 3 presents the answer of jobs related to majors based on the gender of 

the participants. Based on the bar chart, it shows that 44.64% (n=25) of the 

female participants and 54.54% (n=24) of the male participants said their 

jobs were related to their majors. 

 
     Figure 3: Jobs related to your major based on gender 

2.3. Why do you choose to study and work at the same time?  

Figure 4 illustrates the four main reasons that lead UC students to work 

while studying. Among them, improving skills and being financially 

independent were the two main reasons since they accounted for 40.3% 

(n=60) and 36.2% (n=54) respectively. Surprisingly, the ultimate reason was 

to improve skills. 

 

           Figure 4: Reasons to work while studying 
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2.4. Who influences you to work while studying?  

Table 3 presents the influence factors ranging from their own selves to 

sponsors. The most influence factors were from themselves, which equaled 

49.3% (n=68) and the least influence factors were from the acquaintances, 

which was only 1.4% (n=2). 

 
Table 3: Influence factors 

Variable     Frequency (Percentage) 

Influences 

Myself       49.3% (n=68) 

Family       26.8% (n=37) 

Sponsor      12.3% (n=17) 

Friend       4.3% (n=6)  

Acquaintance      1.4% (n=2) 

 

 

2.5. Do those reasons still motivate you to carry on working? 

Figure 5 represents the number of participants that were still motivated to 

work while studying, which accounted for 88 people and only 22 of them 

found that they no longer have the motivation to carry on doing both things. 

 

 
       Figure 5: Motivation Count 
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3. Positive outcomes 

3.1. What are the benefits that you gain from working while studying? 

Through Figure 6, it can be seen that the benefit gained the most from 

working while studying was experience in real working environments 

(35.6%, n=78), and learning soft skills (22.4%, n=49%). 

 
      Figure 6: Benefits of students who work while studying 

 

3.2. Between working and studying, which one do you prioritize? 

Table 4 demonstrates the priorities that students rank when they work and 

study at the same time. Most of them prioritize both work and study, which 

accounted for 63% (n=63) of the total sample size. 

 

3.3. Do you think your current job can help your future career? 

Among the entire sample size, 77% (n=77) of them agreed that their current 

jobs would more or less help them in the future (Table 4). 

 
Table 4: Frequency of prioritization, Current jobs that can help their future 

Variables     Frequency (Percentage) 

Priority  

 Study      21% (n=21) 

 Work      16% (n=16) 

 Both      63% (n=63) 

Current jobs can help their future 

 Yes       77% (n=77) 

 No      23% (n=23) 
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3.4. Is your academic performance better when you work and study at the 

same time? 

Figure 7 illustrates that males and females had different answers regarding 

the improvement of academic performance. The female respondents 

accounted for 27% (n=27) and male respondents accounted for 20% (n=20). 

These sample sizes agreed that their academic performance improved as they 

worked and studied at the same time. 

 

 
Figure 7: Better academic performance based on gender 

 

3.5. How much time do you have left after spending your day working and 

studying? 

Most of the respondents have 2-3 hours free time after completing work and 

study (see Table 5). 

 
Table 5: Time availability 

Variable     Frequency (Percentage) 

Available Time 

 1-2 hours      23% (n=23) 

` 2-3 hours      36% (n=36) 

 3-4 hours      15% (n=15) 

 4- more hours      26% (n=26) 
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4. Obstacles 

4.1. What are the obstacles that you have met? 

The biggest obstacles that UC students faced were exhaustion and stress, 

which accounted for 31% (n= 65) and 22% (n=47) respectively (see Figure 

8). 

 

 
      Figure 8: Obstacles that UC students encountered 

 

4.2. What are the class activities that you miss? 

As depicted by Table 6, most of UC students missed class activities a lot 

(35.82%, n=48). But there are 19.40% (n=26) of them who managed to 

never miss anything in the classroom activities. 

 
Table 6 Class activities that UC students miss 

Variable     Frequency (Percentage) 

Class activities that UC students miss 

 Attendance     35.82% (n=48) 

 Group Assignment    20.89% (n=28) 

 Class discussion    23.88% (n=32) 

 Never miss     19.40% (n=26) 

 

 

 

 



  

35 

 

4.3. Have you ever been so tired to the point that you want to quit? 

Figure 9 shows because of the heavy work load, 32 female and 27 male 

students responded that they were too tired to the point that they wanted to 

quit sometimes. 

 
         Figure 9: Tired and Quit based on Gender 

 

4.4. Personally, do you recommend other college students to work and 

study at the same time? 

Table 7 shows that both male (n=34) and female (n=34) students recommend 

fellow college students to work as well. 

 

Table 7: Recommendations 

Variable       Frequency 

Recommendation 

 Yes        34 

 No        34 
 

 

4.5. Reasons of Recommendation to work while studying 

As an open-ended question, UC students had provided various answers to 

this question. After being grouped into different themes, we can see that the 

most popular reasons that they recommend fellow UC students to work and 
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study at the same time were Experience, and Prepare themselves to be ready, 

which accounted for 28% and 20% respectively (see Figure 10). 
 

 
 
Figure 10: Reasons of Recommendation to work while studying 

 

 

V. Discussion 

The purpose of this research study was to explore the reasons, benefits, and 

difficulties that UC students have faced during their academic journey. 

Throughout the analysis, we can see that most of the students in UC work 

full time (70%). The male respondents have more jobs related to their majors 

than females. 

 

The ultimate reason was to be financially independent which is similar to the 

findings that have been done in the Western countries: students earn money 

to support and keep themselves in school (Robinson, 1999). The benefit that 

had been gained the most from work while studying was Experience in real 

working environments (35.6%) which is similar to the previous research 

that: “Degree-related work and unpaid work experience increase the 

likelihood of getting a graduate job” (Jewell, 2014). 

 

Additionally, our research findings illustrate that  students encountered 

exhaustion and stress as the biggest obstacles, which are similar to other 

researchers’ findings as well: Deadlines, limited finances, family issues, 

time, and other additional responsibilities also stress college students out 

(Martinez, Ordu, Sala, & McFarlance, 2013). 
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VI. Conclusion and Recommendations  

This research study illustrates that most of the students at UC worked while 

studying. The reasons that pushed them to work vary from one person to 

another, but the ultimate reason was to be financial independent so that they 

can make ends meet for their daily expenses. Working while studying 

provides both positive and negative impacts. The main benefit was to 

experience the real working environment and followed by many other 

benefits. However, through our findings, we can see that students tend to 

encounter exhaustion and stress more than those who did not work. 

 

After learning the reasons, benefits, and obstacles that had been encountered 

by 100 UC students, further research should be done on the solution to help 

them cope with the heavy workloads, stress, distraction, and especially how 

to manage their time well in order to work and study well simultaneously. 

Research on how to prioritize work and study should also be conducted to 

help students. } 
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Appendix A 

 
Questionnaire 

Working and Studying at the same time 

 

Dear valuable participants, 

 We are a group of three students in afternoon shift from University of 

Cambodia (UC) who are conducting a research study on “Working and Studying at 

the same time” among 100 UC students. Our ultimate purposes are to identify the 

possible reasons, to evaluate the positive impacts on UC students’ academic 

performance, and to find out the main obstacles that UC students have faced when 

they work and study at the same time. 

 Hence, we would like to seek for your help to spend only about 10 minutes 

to complete this questionnaire. Your participation is highly appreciated and is really 

important for our research study. Please be aware that all of the given information 

will be kept confidential. 

 

Instruction: Please tick “” the answer of your choice and write answer where 

line are provided. 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Sex       Male    Female  

Age ____________ 

Major ____________________________ 

 

 

Reasons 

1. What kind of jobs do you do? 

 Part-time    Full-time  

 Freelancer    Others _________________________ 
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2. Is your job related to your major?  

 Yes     No  

  

3. Why do you choose to study and work at the same time? (You can choose 

more than 1) 

 To support family      To be financially 

independent 

 To improve skills      

Others____________________ 

4. Who influences you to work while studying?  

 Friend       Family  

 Acquaintance       Myself 

 Others ____________ 

5. Do those reasons still motivate you to carry on working and studying?  

 Yes     No 

 

Positive outcomes  

1. What are the benefits that you gain from working while studying? (You can 

choose more than 1.) 

 Learn soft skills                    Experience in real working 

environment 

 Prepare myself before graduating           Earn money 

 Others _______________________  

2. Between working and studying, which one do you prioritize?  

 Working     Studying    Both 

3. Do you think your current job can help your future career? 

 Yes      No  

4. Is your academic performance better when you work and study at the same 

time?  

 Yes     No  
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5. How much time do you have left after spending your day working and 

studying? 

 1 - 2 hours      2 - 3 hours  

 3 - 4 hours      4 - more hours  

 

Obstacles  

1. What are the obstacles that you have met? (You can choose more than 1.) 

 Distraction (can't focus)     Exhaustion (too tired)  

 Have no time to spend on school work       Stress 

 Lateness     Others ___________________  

2. What are the class activities that you miss? (You can choose more than 1.) 

 Attendant      Class discussion  

 Group assignment    Others ___________________ 

3. Have you ever been so tired to the point that you want to quit?  

 Yes     No 

4. Personally, do you recommend other college students to work and study at 

the same time?  

 Yes    No  

5. If you choose “Yes” in question 4, please tell us your reasons.  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

This is the end of the questionnaire. 

Thank you so much. 

                     Good luck! 
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Abstract 

 
This research project focuses on the influence of Western 

culture on Cambodian teenagers. Specifically, it examines the 

extent that Western fashion impacts Cambodians, like how 

teenagers understand Western fashion, their potential reasons for 

adapting to Western fashion, and the consequences of Western 

fashion influence. In order to do data collection, this research 

used a questionnaire as a research instrument, and one hundred 

students who are studying at high school were sampled. The 

study discovered that Western culture really has a huge impact 

on Cambodian teenagers. Most of them are influenced by the 

TV shows, music videos, movies, celebrities, and especially 

modern technology such as the internet. Some respondents 

worried that they were losing their culture with the rise of 

Western fashion. Thus, this research helps to understand the 

effects of Western culture on Cambodian teen fashion. 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

1. Background of the study 

This research is aimed at analyzing the extent that Western culture 

influences Cambodian teenagers with respect to their fashion. “Western 

culture is an incredibly broad term used to describe the social norms, belief 

systems, traditions, customs, values, and so forth that have their origin in 

Europe or are based on European culture.” (Sullivan). Since Western culture 

has a unique identity with the concept that each person should be free, like 

free in expressing themselves and free to do anything, this culture has 

become well-known and has spread from one country to another especially 
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during globalization. The combination of Western culture and global 

connectivity has created a market with no borders and as a result, culture is 

running free in this new era. Because of that, many people tend to adopt 

Western trends such eating Western food, listening to Western music and 

following a Western sense of fashion.  

 

Fashion is referred to a popular or the latest style of clothing, hair, 

decoration or behavior (Oxford Dictionary). Western culture has started to 

have a big impact on fashion in many countries. Westerners present their 

language, religion and even clothing as superior to local tradition. In some 

countries, people use Western clothing for everyday wear and business while 

traditional clothing is kept for special occasion. In other cultures, Western 

clothing has been spreading slowly even through uniforms for those who 

served in the military of their colonizers because it is viewed as a symbol of 

status and those who wear what their colonizers told them to wear are 

perceived as more powerful and influential. Western clothing is seen as more 

modern and more suited with current trends since it is less defined by 

tradition. 

 

Moreover, since Western nations are in a position to hold more power and 

the national dress of other countries is too varied to be used as a universal 

standard, Western clothes have became the default because there is a need to 

internationalize the dress code (Monika, 2011). Furthermore, the increase of 

Western media such as TV, social networks, movies, magazines etc., has a 

significant role in promoting and exposing Western fashion, especially 

among youth. Western fashion also influences many Asian countries such as 

South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, Japan as well as Cambodia. In Japan, “By 

the 1880s, both men and women had more or less adopted Western fashions. 

By 1890, men were wearing Western suits although it was still not the norm, 

and Western-style attire for women was still limited to the high nobility and 

wives of diplomats” (Plum Bun Media, 2007-2017). Western fashion also 

affected Japan’s traditional clothes such as the kimono. “It changed the 

adoption of physical items of the dress and notions of feminine beauty, 

caused the cultivation of clothing sensitivities, and promoted ideological 

aspirations concerning women in society which altered the way of wearing 

Kimono and it became more contemporary. There are now two-pieced 

kimonos that are as easy to wear as blouses and skirts. Even “ready-to-wear” 

tied obis are available to put on like sash belts” (Stevens and Wada, 1996).  

In Cambodia there are also similar concerns relating to Western culture 

influence Cambodian’s fashion. Many teenagers tend to watch Western 
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fashion shows such as Fashion Week or America’s Next Top Model. Since 

they are easily influenced by Western TV shows, music videos, internet and 

celebrities that they see every day, many young females have changed from 

wearing local clothes to wearing crop tops, short skirts, short jeans, chokers, 

etc. whereas males wear ripped jeans, hip hop shirts and so on. We want to 

find out how Western fashion has been able to influence Cambodian 

teenagers, why it is able to influence them, and the impact of Western 

culture on the way Cambodian teenagers dress. 

 
Thus, this research paper aims to analyze the extent that Cambodian 

teenagers get influenced by Western culture on their fashion, and it is being 

carried out by a group of students who study Research Methodology at The 

University of Cambodia. Moreover, this research’s objective is to 

comparatively analyze the positive and negative effects of Western culture 

on Cambodian teen fashion, to understand why it has a big impact on teen 

and to figure out whether the negative effects outweigh the positive effect or 

not. 

 
2. Problem Statement  

The popularity of Western culture seems to be increasing day by day. Its 

culture started to become well-known and spread over many countries. The 

influence of Western culture is very strong and makes people try to adopt 

this culture such as listening to Western music, eating Western food and 

wearing Western clothes instead of their own. It is also considered as 

common practice in Cambodia nowadays. As can be clearly seen, most 

teenagers in the 21st century are very attracted to modern styles, especially 

the way they dress similarly to those styles worn in Western countries. We 

might consider it as normal to keep up current fashion trends during the 

globalization era. Because we believe that living in society now has to be up-

to-date to what is happening around us, we seem to take our own culture for 

granted or even loathe to wear own traditional clothes. Therefore, we aim to 

conduct a research study on to what extent has Western fashion influenced 

Cambodian teenagers. 

 
3. Research questions  

To conduct this research study, the following questions need to be 

addressed:  

 

1. How are Cambodian teenagers influenced by Western fashion? 
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2. Why do Western fashions have such a big impact on Cambodian 

teenagers? 

3. What are the positive and negative effects on Cambodian teenagers’ 

fashion style? 

 

4. Research Objectives 

The objectives of this research paper are: 

 

• To fully understand how well Cambodian teenagers are familiar and 

informed of Western fashion 

•  To figure out the reasons why they are easily influenced by Western 

fashion and whether they are driven by internal or external factors or both 

• To identity the negative effects of those teenagers after getting influenced 

by Western fashion 

 

5. Limitations 

This research focuses on Cambodian teenagers, so our target respondents are 

only teenagers. The limitations of this study are time availability and 

location. Since we are only just a group of students studying at The 

University of Cambodia, our respondents mostly are those who are able to 

give us data and information and we easily contact them. There are a lot of 

teenagers in Cambodia, but our sample size is just one hundred respondents 

so that we are not absolutely able to consider this research completely 

generalizable. Due to the deadline, we decided to use convenience sampling 

to select our sample size. We believe that using probability sampling might 

be better and unbiased to select our participants.   

 

 

II. Literature Review  

1. How are Cambodian teenagers influenced by Western fashion? 

Fashion is an important component for teenager, and we also notice that 

most of the models who are advertising for the fashion stores are teenagers. 

In the last decade, Western culture influences most of teen’s fashion styles 

through several ways. 

 

1.1. Mass media 

Teenagers are adopting their value of fashion from various mass media 

platforms. Widespread social media enables teens to know more about 

Western culture that influences the way they dress. “The male teens wore 

oversized pants, sleeveless shirts, big boots, big chains and the headband, 
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while the females distinguished themselves in hipsters, tight tops, and high-

heeled shoes and, of course, they adopted the American accent” (2017 News 

Day Zimbabwe, 2013). Most Western designers use social media such as 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and many other blogging sites to interact with 

their customer and present their outfit design (Alyssa, 2013). A study from 

eBay Deals looked into data from five social networks during NYFW and 

found “more people are using social media for wardrobe advice, inspiration 

and the latest trends” (Camille, 2013). Mass media helps the fashion industry 

to become more open and has the ability to inspire more people. 

 

1.2. Celebrities 

Most teenagers have their favorite Western celebrity which make them want 

to mimic or look like their role model. “Celebrities are perhaps the greatest 

influences on teenagers in the modern world, and they can have a huge 

impact on a teen’s ideas about fashion and its importance” (Pittman, 2017). 

Furthermore, celebrities always appear on TV, magazines, newspapers, and 

many other places that teenagers cannot avoid but to see them. Because of 

their undeniable beauty, Western celebrity greatly influences fashion choice 

of the youth. For example, Miley Cyrus inspires young girls for her fashion 

sense and hairstyle while Rihanna has influenced others by her side-shaved 

hair. So, it shows that famous people like Miley Cyrus and Rihanna inspire 

youth to try new things and to be creative with their style (Natalie Roytman, 

2017 Uloop Inc.). 

 

2. Why do Western fashions have such a big impact on Cambodian 

teenagers? 

2.1. Social factors  

Fashion trends are popular among teenagers in the society; there are many 

factors that influence teenagers which make them follow up with the new 

fashion. “Many fashion trends follow patterns of personal identity dictated 

by age, race, gender, sexuality, leisure activities, and various sub-cultural 

allegiances. This is a classic example of how contemporary fashion cycles 

operate differently from purely top-down models” (Crane 2000). 

Additionally, society has become the most common place for people to 

portray their social and economic status through their fashion style. Dress is 

capable of signifying one's culture, propriety, moral standards, economic 

status, and social power, and so it is a powerful tool. 
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2.2. Individual factors  

“In the society, the individual’s appearance is the ticket to transmit 

nonverbal communication signals such as possible cues about his / her social 

stature, values and lifestyle” (Nithyaprakash, 2015). Similarly, Darley 

(1999) claimed that clothing offers teenagers a means of self-expression or a 

way of coping with social situations. Youth nowadays between the age of 15 

to 20 have an audacity and tendency to go shopping, venturing out and try 

new trends because they have decided their fashion style. (Nithyapakash, 

2015). Moreover, in a globalized world youth are mostly connected though 

advanced technology; therefore there are no more obstacles for them to 

experience new cultures and fashion trends. “Fashion communication, unlike 

verbal communication, messages transmitted through fashion symbols are 

often emotional impressions or, what Hoffmann (1984) called "illusions.” 

The social agenda of these fashion trends is to express the consumer’s 

identity in terms of lifestyle choices and their attitude. 

 

2.3. Peer factors 

Peer pressure is another factor that drives youth to follow the trends of 

fashion. Many youth have conformed to styles that are accepted by their 

group members, which sometimes are more important than their own 

preference (Auty and Elliot, 2001). Adolescents frequently communicate 

with their peers prior to making purchases in order to maintain group 

identity (Bearden and Randall 1990). Dotson and Hyatt (2005) examined the 

impact of gender on peer group influence and found that girls report being 

more influenced by peers than boys in terms of their preference for certain 

clothing brands. 

 

3. Negative impacts of Western fashion 

Adolescents, ranging from 13 to 19 years old, are in the crucial process of 

self-development. Generally, teenagers are easily influenced by something 

that interests them since they are very eager to learn and experience 

something new. That is the reason why fashion trend gives a very big impact 

on teenagers’ life. It includes the bad influences which lead teenagers to 

cause trouble for individuals, families or even society. 

 

3.1. Individual effects 

According to Atul Kulkarni (2015), “Westernization is defined as 

incorporation of the norms, values and culture of the west into our culture. It 

has greatly affected our traditions, customs, our family and our respect and 

love for others.” Therefore, if teenagers absorb it in the wrong, that will be a 
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serious problem. As stated in a target study article (2013), “Fashion has 

taken up the lives of teenager so much that most of them are more concerned 

about their style statement at an age where they should be more concerned 

about their grades.” Some students seem to spend more time checking the 

latest fashion trends and adapting to that style very quickly. “The time they 

should spend in their studies, they spend in watching programs on TV, 

reading fashion articles or finding the recent trendy clothes on the web” 

(Vivek Ranjan, 2014). 

 

3.2. Family effects 

“Many parents fear that if their teen wears revealing clothing, they’ll attract 

the attention of sexual predators” (Hoare, 2016). As parents, they are very 

concerned about their daughters since wearing sexy clothes may provoke 

rapists. Wolfendale (2016) argues that “Because the provocatively dressed 

woman sexually arouses men, she risks attracting unwanted sexual 

attention.” Therefore, these incidents can still occur. Another thing is 

“Fashion is a way to show a person’s form of personal expression, a display 

of self-concept, the amount of wealth a person may have” (Young Blood, 

2013). It is likely to bring up the term of discrimination in society since not 

everyone can afford the latest the most expensive fashionable clothes.  

 

Also, “Cambodia is also a country that has its own culture, but this culture is 

not such pure as before because our culture, now, is coming with foreign 

cultures” (Oska, 2008). It is also further stated that “As we know that culture 

is practiced by people. If we don't use our culture and use foreign culture, 

our culture will be dead in one day.” The country where its citizens are 

practicing much to adapt foreign culture, they might lose their own cultural 

identity. 

 
 

III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

For our research study we have chosen a questionnaire as our main research 

tool. The questionnaire that we designed is to find out the effects of Western 

fashion towards Cambodian youth. The first section of our questionnaire 

focused on some general information related to Western fashion and 

personal experiences of our respondents which include questions about 

fashion trends. For the second section, we constructed a table of close-ended 

questions to get some personal thought of youths’ perspectives toward 

Western fashion. The scale of close-ended questions ranged from strongly 

disagree to strongly agree. Last but not least, for the final section we 
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provided our respondents one open question which required them to give 

some ideas relate to the disadvantages of Western culture toward Cambodia 

youth/culture. 

2. Data collection and sample size 

We used a non-probability sampling technique, namely convenience 

sampling, to select our sample. The purpose of using this method was to 

make it easier for us to approach our subjects, and also limited time 

availability and resources only allowed us to contact our respondents based 

on our accessibility and proximity. Some of our respondents are from The 

University of Cambodia. We purposely selected people within our campus as 

well as others from the Royal University of Phnom Penh, so our total sample 

size is 100 for our research which is measured as a small scale research. Our 

questionnaires were voluntary and we handed out to everyone who was 

willing to complete them. They were completely anonymous and the 

information was kept confidential. Furthermore, our questionnaire required a 

basic level of English language since it is related to Western culture, so we 

only selected people who have taken up the International Track and whose 

major is English Literature to complete our questionnaires. That helped 

boost the speed of our research and eased up our data collection process.   

3. Data analysis 

To analyze our data, we used Microsoft Excel. We inputted the data that we 

collected from our questionnaires and analyzed it by our respondents’ 

characteristics such as gender, term, department/college and general 

information about our topic. As for close-ended questions we determined the 

mean via these categories. Finally, for open question we used computer-

assisted qualitative analyses. All the open comments from respondents were 

organized in a form of text. We performed thematic analysis and divided the 

answers into different categories and determined the popularity of each 

theme. 

 
IV. Data Presentation  

There were 3 major sections of the questionnaire and each section answers 

the three main research questions. First, let’s take a look at the background 

information of some research questions that were conducted to get data from 

100 respondents.  
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In section 1, the first question asked whether respondents consider fashion is 

important or not. Based on Figure 1, 15% of teenagers tend to think that 

fashion is very important though 5% think that it is not important at all. It 

seems that some of them are still not really sure to choose whether it is 

important or not, so the majority chose neutral as 30%, the highest 

percentage of question 1.   

 

 
 
                            Figure 1: Do you think fashion is important? 

 

Since the topic focuses on Western fashion influence, our curiosity in Q2 

wanted to identify how many of them like Western fashion. It turned out 

21% like it very much, while 5% like it very little. 53% of our respondents 

picked neutral which likely means that they don’t really like it or hate it.  

 

Moving on to Q3 which is very significant to understand their perspectives 

on to what extent do they think Cambodian teenagers are affected by 

Western fashion. 46% or almost half of all teenagers think that teenagers 

nowadays are moderately affected by Western fashion, and 36% think 

Western fashion majorly affects Cambodian teenagers. Only a few picked 

neutral as 10%, and 8% chose minor effects. The substantial point in this 

question is that the “No effect” choice was selected by no one. Therefore, we 

can say that they are also aware that Western fashion indeed has an impact 

on Cambodian teenagers (see Figure 2) 
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Figure 2: As a Cambodian teenager, do you think Cambodian teenagers are affected 

by Western culture? 

 

Our first research question is about how Cambodian teenagers get influenced 

by Western fashion. Knowing the basic sources is very vital. Thus, we 

included this in Q4 to figure out the main sources influencing teenagers. 

Since this question requires multiple responses which respondents are 

allowed to choose more than one answer, we have analyzed it in Yes/No 

format to figure out the most common sources that teenagers get to know 

fashion in Western countries. Nowadays, technology is very well-developed; 

you can communicate, see, and get to know anything you want easier and 

faster. Therefore, Figure 3 points out that 87% of all, including 39% of   

male and 48% of female respondents, have learned Western fashion through 

the internet. Actually, all 8 source options were selected (as shown in the 

figure), though they were chosen at different frequencies. The source which 

they least get influenced from is family which is accounted for only 8%. 

Television also can influence teenagers since 55% of respondents said yes. 

Although the internet is very common and popular, teenagers still spend 

their time watching television. Adding to that, very few respondents (only 

4%) selected “movies” on the additional space provided. We included 

“other” as a choice in case they had additional ideas besides the 7 provided 

selections. (See Figure 3). 
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Figure 3: Sources to know Western fashion 

 

Question 5 asked which kind of media allowed teenagers to recognize 

Western fashion. Music was the most common selected choice since 88% of 

our respondents picked “yes” for it, which included music videos. The least 

one is 9Gag, the form of an amusing joke or a comical TV program, which 

87% did not choose it (see Figure 4).   
 

           
Figure 4: Kinds of Western entertainment 
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Since friends also play an essential role in influencing their peers to follow 

each other’s fashion, Q6 aimed to find out what our respondents think about 

their peers’ fashion style. 38% of respondents seem to be influenced by their 

peers as they supported that their friends mostly like to dress in a Western 

style, wearing for example: crop tops, ripped jean, short skirts, short jeans, 

etc. 

 

Q7&8 were all about minor details to support Q5 inquiring how many times 

per week and hours respondents spent watching TV programs. Typically, 

20% of them watch it every day, and another 22% watch it 1 time per week. 

1 to 2 hours is the most selected choice of Q8.  

 

Because Western fashion has been discussed a lot lately, we want to 

conclude whether respondents think is a good idea for Western fashion to 

take over Cambodian culture or not in Q9. 46% out of 100 chose neutral. 

33% disagreed, whereas 10% agreed. Obviously, the highest percentage of 

Q9 is 46% which is neutral; however, for the highest percentage of Q11 

which is 41%, they said that Western fashion will brainwash teenagers to 

forget their national identity, yet 19% of respondents were still reluctant to 

indicate that it’s not a good idea for Western fashion to take over Cambodia. 

It might imply that even Western fashion will make people forget their own 

national identity, that people somehow will want to adapt to Western culture. 

In contrast, 40% of our respondents believe that it won’t make them forget 

their national identity. Probably, they can be able to limit their interest over 

Western fashion. 

 
Figures 5 and 6: Is it good that Western fashion is taking over Cambodia; Will 

Western fashion make Cambodian teenagers forget their national identity 
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By knowing about Western fashion, they were questioned about their own 

interest whether they follow current trends and consider themselves as 

fashionable. 75% follow current trends, while 12% said no. 43% somewhat 

consider themselves as fashionable according to circumstances compared to 

31% is completely not fashionable. Please see Appendix A for more results 

to the questionnaire.  

 

Research question 2 which is about why Cambodian teenagers are highly 

affected by Western Fashion will be scrutinized in section 2 from the scale. 

There are 8 statements which were followed by a 5-point scale. 48% of 

respondents who agreed to first statement which they believe that Western 

fashion tend offer freedom of expression since they are able to wear free 

style or whatever they want to express themselves in the way they prefer. It 

is followed by another 11% who strongly agreed while only 7% disagreed. 

33% of them picked neutral. For statement 2 which said that Western fashion 

helps teenagers cope with peer pressure, and the highest percentage is 52% 

who marked neutral. Thus, they are not quite sure about this statement 

saying that teenagers are attracted to Western fashion mostly because of their 

peer pressure. It might also derive from their own self-interest that they 

prefer to wear Western styles. Only 22% agreed while 24% disagreed. 

Therefore, they might follow each other but not exactly because of their 

friends forcing them to wear Western styles. Statement 3 has more than half 

of respondents (57%) agreed that Western fashion as modern clothes make 

youngsters feel confident as they feel that they are portraying a modern 

image. Only 5% disagreed because when teenagers can wear whatever they 

feel confident wearing it, then are willing to try that in order to look cool in 

other people’s eyes.  

 

Our participants tended to stay in the middle again in statement 4 as 42% 

chose neutral. However, they still agreed more than disagreed, 36% vs 18%. 

As we can see that the arrival of globalization makes people view things 

differently from the past, so it might look really weird for them to wear 

traditional clothes joining a party as everyone is wearing modern clothes. 

Teenagers like Western fashions and easily get influenced by it because of 

the style suits them better than traditional clothes which is stated in 

statement 5. 32% supported this statement while 18% opposed to this 

statement. People may have different perspectives toward their own style. 

Some people might look good on whatever clothes they put on while some 

do not. Then, they will prefer to choose modern clothes since the style might 

make them look more attractive. Other 47% decided on neutral. The sixth 
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statement is quite different and interesting since 45% disagreed following 

with 24% strongly disagreed.  In addition, only 9% agreed with 1% strongly 

agreed that people dressing in traditional style is uncool and narrow-minded. 

Judging people who love wearing traditional clothes especially the elderly is 

very disrespectful for youngsters. We have to admit that even though we, as 

teenagers, are not quite attracted to traditional clothes, those kind of clothes 

absolutely represent our unique culture since the ancient civilization. We 

believe that even teenagers like modern styles, but it does not necessarily 

define their attitude to disparage those who are traditional since everyone has 

his/her own preferences.  

 

Statement 7 said that Western clothes are very attractive and comfortable. 

That’s why teenagers like it. So 44% agreed, 45% selected neutral, only 5% 

disagreed. Most of them agreed because we won’t find it very complicated to 

wear modern clothes. It has various styles to choose whatever clothes that 

are comfortable for us to wear. Lastly, a lot of teenagers can afford to buy 

Western clothes is agreed to by 32%, but 19% disagree, though 47% 

remarked neutral. As a matter of fact, people are living with different 

economic statuses in society. Some have higher incomes and are able to 

afford modern clothes, even brand names. Actually, middle or low income 

people still can manage to pay for modern clothes as there are a lot of fake 

brand-named or second-hand clothes sold at every market in Cambodia (see 

Table 1).  

 
Table 1: Percentage of respondents answering statements 

Statements Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 

Agree 

1.Western fashion 

tends to offer 

freedom of 

expression 

 

1.0% 

 

7.0% 

 

33.0% 

 

48.0% 

 

11.0% 

2. Western trend 

helps people, 

especially teenagers, 

cope with peer 

pressure 

 

0% 

 

24.0% 

 

52.0% 

 

22.0% 

 

2.0% 
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As we have analyzed the respondents’ comments in section 3, we have 

categorized comments into seven different themes which include forgot 

national identity, waste money/time, always try to follow trends, lose self-

identity, inappropriate, crime rate and no comment. According to most of 

our respondents, they believed that following Western fashion will threaten 

Cambodian culture. Approximately, 37% of respondents thought that 

wearing Western clothes will make one forgot his or her own culture and 

that Western fashion will threaten the popularity of traditional clothes and 

eventually traditional style might disappear. 11% of our respondents 

consider that following Western fashion is a waste of time and money, for 

Western clothes are commonly believed to be very expensive.  

3. Modern clothes 

make youngsters 

feel confident as 

they know that they 

are portraying a 

modern image 

 

0% 

 

5.0% 

 

30.0% 

 

57.0% 

 

7.0% 

4. We must learn to 

go with the flow and 

therefore taking up 

new trends is a 

better option 

 

0% 

 

18.0% 

 

42.0% 

 

36.0% 

 

4.0% 

5. Western clothing 

style suits me better 

than traditional style 

 

4.0% 

 

13.0% 

 

47.0% 

 

32.0% 

 

4.0% 

6. People dresses in 

tradition style is 

uncool and narrow 

minded. 

 

24.0% 

 

45.0% 

 

21.0% 

 

9.0% 

 

1.0% 

7. Western clothing 

style is attractive 

and comfortable. 

 

0% 

 

5.0% 

 

45.0% 

 

44.0% 

 

6.0% 

8. Western clothes 

are affordable. 
 

3.0% 

 

19.0% 

 

45.0% 

 

32.0% 

 

1.0% 
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Moreover, 10.4% believed that people who always keep up with current 

trends tend to waste a lot of time which cause rapid change within the 

society. People hold the idea that clothing shows individuality; therefore, 

10.4% of respondents admitted that Western fashion might jeopardize one’s 

self-identity. In addition, Western clothing styles are known to be very sexy 

and revealing which are not suitable for some Asian countries like 

Cambodia, so another 10.4% thought that some Western styles are 

inappropriate for Cambodian youth to follow. As a result, 8% believe that 

those who follow trends tend to be criticized by many people and society. 

2.2% of respondents remarked that crime rate has somehow increased due to 

the rapid growth of Western fashion. It might seem to be ironic as well as 

contradicting to what has been elaborated above as many teenagers are likely 

to follow Western fashion trends even they are fully aware that it is 

dangerous. This percentage may refer to those women who reveal much of 

their body. As it is also the least percentage among all the negative effects, 

we can better say that even teenagers love Western style of clothing, they 

still can limit their interest over what they are wearing to ensure that it is still 

acceptable, appropriate and within the limitation. Last but not least, 10.4% 

did not give any comments about the disadvantages of Western fashion 

toward Cambodia teenager at all (see Table 2). 

 

 
Table 2: Themes derived from the open-ended question 

Theme Percentage 

1. Forget national identity 37.0% 

2. Waste money and time 11.1% 

3. Always try to follow current 

trends 

10.4% 

4. Lose self-identity 10.4% 

5. Inappropriate (too revealing sexy) 10.4% 

6. Criticized by people and society 8.1% 

7. Crime rate 2.2% 

8. No comment 10.4% 

 

 

V. Discussion 

After completing the data analysis process, we can see that the first section 

of our questionnaire already answered our research question 1. We can 

notice that society, television, music, friends, family, celebrities are all the 

main sources of how Cambodian teenagers are easily influenced by Western 
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fashion. The internet was selected as the most popular medium to influence 

teenagers, as it allows people greater access to information. Even though 

teenagers do not live in those Western countries, they still can catch up with 

the current trend by using the internet on their technological devices.  

 

In response to question 2 “why do Western fashions have such a big impact 

on Cambodian teenagers?”, section 2 with 8 statements followed by rating 

scales tell the major reasons that teenagers are likely to be affected by 

Western fashion. It includes freedom of expression, coping with peer 

pressure, feeling more confident wearing modern clothes, going with the 

flow, looking better with Western style since it is attractive, and being 

comfortable and affordable. Respondents tend to agree more than disagree. 

However, even they prefer Western clothes, they do not really judge people 

who dress in a traditional style as uncool and narrow minded.  

 

The open question answered to the last research question. It is designed to 

collect meaningful and useful answers from subjects’ knowledge and 

thoughts. There are some commonly emerging themes from our respondents 

indicating about the negative effects of Western fashion on Cambodian 

teenagers. The most occurring one is the loss of national identity as 

Cambodian people. We can see that even though a Western style of clothes 

is fashionable and eye-catching, there are still some disadvantages if one 

absorbs the idea of following Western trends too much. 

 

 

VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 

This research has been conducted to figure out Cambodian teenagers’ 

perception toward Western fashion. It can be considered successful since all 

the 3 three research questions were answered by our 100 respondents. We 

obtained some basic understanding of how and why Western fashion can 

influence Cambodian teenagers, and also some of the negative effects from 

Western fashion.  

 

All in all, this research already burned our curiosity after finishing it. We can 

come to the conclusion that Western culture really influences Cambodian 

people. It gradually appeals to many people to track every new thing, not 

only fashion but also other things like food, hairstyles, lifestyle, etc. Hence, 

the concept of completely abolishing Western fashion in Cambodian 

teenagers’ perception is impossible. There should be other ways to help 

reduce the effects, so this kind of research is also necessary to be conducted. 
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One thing to keep in mind is that, there is a limitation of this research, and 

we cannot generalize the whole population of Cambodian teenagers toward 

Western fashion since we only conducted a relatively small sample size. 
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Appendix A 

 
Question 1:            Question 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Choices Percentage 

Not at all important 5.0% 

Slightly important 21.0% 

Neutral 30.0% 

Moderately 

important             29.0% 

Extremely 

important  15.0% 

Choices Percentage 

Very little      5.0% 

Little  21.0% 

Neutral 53.0% 

Very much 21.0% 

Question 3 

Choices Percentage 

No affect              0% 

Minor Affect 8.0% 

Neutral 10.0% 

Moderate affect 46.0% 

Major affect  36.0% 

Question 6 

Choices Percentage 

No one    1.0% 

Not 

many    10.0% 

Some          30.0% 

Many            38.0% 

A lot              21.0% 

Question 7 

Choices Percentage 

Everyday 20.0% 

5 days/week 5.0% 

4 days/week 7.0% 

3 days/week 15.0% 

2 days/week           20.0% 

1day/week 22.0% 

Never 11.0% 

Question 8 

Choices Percentage 

1 to 2 hours 55.0% 

3 to 4 hours 6.0% 

More than 4 hours 7.0% 

Never 32.0% 
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Question 9 

Choices Percentage 

Strongly disagree 10.0% 

Disagree 33.0% 

Neutral 46.0% 

Agree 11.0% 

Strongly agree 0% 

Question 10 

Choices Percentage 

Yes, I follow 

every current 

trend 

12.0% 

 

Yes, kind of 75.0% 

No 13.0% 

Question 11 

Choices Percentage 

Yes, it will 41.0% 

No, it won’t 40.0% 

I don’t know 19.0% 

Question 12 

Choice Percentage 

Yes 13.0% 

No 31.0% 

Somewhat 43.0% 

I don’t know 13.0% 
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Appendix B 

Questionnaire 

 

 

Dear all Participants, 

We invite you to participate in a research study entitled: Western fashion 

influenced Cambodian teenagers. We are students from University of 

Cambodia, and in the process of writing our research paper. We think this is 

important for us to identify this issue that occurs within our society related to 

clothing style. The purpose of the research is to comparatively analyze the 

positive and negative effects on Cambodian teenagers’ fashion style. 

All information you provide will be kept highly confidential and will not be 

seen by anyone outside of the research team. This is not a test and there is no 

right or wrong answer.  

Thank you for your valuable time. 

 

 

 

Questionnaire: 

Section I 

Instruction: Please put a tick in a box next to the answer of your choice or 

write in the space provided as the case maybe.  

Sex:  

                     Male                  

      Female  
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Section III 

  

14. How about disadvantages that Western fashion might cause to 

Cambodian teenager? (Please answer at least a few points) 
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Lim Vichea, Ly Nazy, Mao Sopanha, and Vuth Socheata  

The University of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

 
Abstract 

 
A library is a collection of literary documents or records kept for 

reference or borrowing; many students regard the library as a 

place for researching and reading books. Many factors of library 

usage play an imperative part in determining students’ 

performance at school; thus, it important to study and evaluate 

the impact for further understanding the relationship between the 

library and students. This research was undertaken because 

many researchers haven’t focused on the library’s role in 

developing countries. Subsequently, this research set out to 

examine the impact of the school library on student achievement 

at The University of Cambodia. Additionally, we also 

investigated the impact of library usage on students’ academic 

performance as well as their approach to studying. The study 

used a questionnaire as a research tool for data collection. A 

total of one hundred copies of the questionnaire were given 

randomly to students who use the library at The University of 

Cambodia. The findings of the research showed that there is a 

notable association between library usage and students’ 

academic performance. The results of our analysis further 

advocated the library provides several benefits to students and 

affects the way they approach their studies. Exploring this study 

of library is the first major step toward achieving further 

understanding of the overall impact of the library towards 

students as a whole, and helps make way for more 

comprehensive future research in this area. 
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I. Introduction 

1. Background of the study 

Academics is a very important step in student life. Every student needs to 

improve his/her performance to become better and achieve greater academic 

prospects. There are many things for students to do in order to improve their 

performance. One of those things that they can do is going to a library. 

According to Longman Dictionary 6th Edition, “A library is a room or 

building containing books that can be looked at or borrow.” A library is very 

good place for every person especially students. It is not only a place to read 

books but a library is a place for students to do many activities that are 

related to their studies. They can go to read books, find new information, 

have group meetings and many other things.  

 

Generally students never realize the importance of the library. Subsequently, 

a majority of students rarely know how to use the library to read its fullest 

potential, which makes the library underutilized. Many students only go to 

the library to meet up with their friends and discuss things that are not 

related to their lessons or information that they looking for. In a modern 

educational system which information and its sources are very important for 

the success and academic achievement of the students, it is compulsory that 

students understand and take advantage of the benefits that a library can 

provide. When they realize those benefits, the way that they approach their 

studies could be greatly impacted, and consequently their academic 

experience as well. 

 

Cambodia’s educational system is similar to others. Libraries play a major 

role as a provider of reliable and beneficial information here, just as in other 

countries. At the same time due to late development of the country, many 

students are having trouble comprehending the concept of a modern library. 

One way to mitigate this problem is to encourage the students to embrace 

using the library in their academic studies and explaining its benefits.  

 

For this project, four students from The University of Cambodia (UC) 

conducted research under the topic “the Impact of the Academic Library on 

Students.” And the objectives of this research are to know how the library 

has changed the way UC students approach their studies and the benefits that 

they perceive from using the library. One hundred students from term 1 to 

term 11 who are studying at The University of Cambodia were randomly 

chosen to complete the survey. 
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2. Problem Statement and research questions 

Because some students don’t find the library very useful or don’t know how 

to use the library effectively, this research will examine why this is and aims 

to find ways to show students the importance of using the library. To 

conduct this research, the following questions need to be addressed: 

 

1. How has the library changed the way UC students approach their studies? 

2. What do UC students perceive as benefits of using the library? 

3. To what extent are UC students’ study habits affected by using the 

library? 

 

 

II. Literature Review  

1. Definition of a library  

An academic library is a library that is attached to a higher education 

institution which serves two complementary purposes to support the school‘s 

curriculum, and to support the research of the university faculty and 

students. There are some opinions surrounding the meaning of library.  Rudy 

Leon, an Associate Director of Research Services and Learning Spaces at the 

University of North Carolina, gave her opinion about the meaning of library 

as the following “I believe the library is the beating heart of campus, by 

which I mean that at its most perfect, the library is the nexus of student 

learning and research, of faculty research for scholarship, and teaching.” Ryn 

Lewis, Masters of Library and Information Science, said that “more than any 

other facility or program in the school the library function as the place to 

extend student education beyond the required curriculum.” Chris Bourg, a 

Stanford's Assistant University Librarian for Public Services, has recently 

given an important keynote address titled "Beyond Measure: Valuing 

Libraries" at the Acquisitions Institute 2013. He said that “my professional 

librarianship philosophy from librarians who serve in different capacities and 

work in different types of libraries, there are common themes that arise, most 

frequently instruction, success and intellectual freedom” (Bonfield, 2012). 

2. Significance of the academic library 

An academic library is a place where students can search for more 

information that they need for their studies. It plays a role in improving 

students’ academic performance. Many researchers said libraries are very 

important in many ways based on their point of views. “More than just 

books and banks of computers, libraries are still places where individuals 

gather to explore, interact, and imagine” (Morris, 2011). “People may go to 
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the library looking mainly for information, but they find each other there” 

(Putnam, 2003). The library provides opportunities for children and adults 

alike, the library arts programs range from the simplest of crafts to the finest 

of fine arts (Picturing America for Public Libraries, 2011).  

 

“The library has a role to model the value of the information mosaic built-up 

over time and across cultures. Other than the library, there is no agency of 

government that has a wide knowledge of the social significance of the 

accumulated resources of knowledge in the public domain” (Alan, E. S., 

2002). 

 

3. Library usage leads to better school performance 

Reading is one of most important academic skills. Reading is the ability to 

understand words contained in a document and make use of the knowledge 

for personal growth and development (Dadzie, 2008). This implies making 

meaning out of recorded information either printed or non-printed in the life 

of an individual. People read for different reasons and purposes, some of 

which include reading for pleasure, leisure, relaxation, information, and for 

knowledge. According to Palani (2012), a reading habit is an essential and 

important aspect for creating a literate society in the world. It shapes the 

personality of an individual and it helps an individual to develop their 

thinking methods and creating new ideas. A good study habit leads to a good 

academic performance. For an excellent performance, there is the need for 

the student to form good reading and study habits. “A library, more than any 

other place, provides an ideal environment and vital information resources 

for students to develop and sustain good study habits necessary for excellent 

performance in academic works. Thus, it is imperative for the students to 

cultivate good study habits that will equip them for excellent performance in 

their academic work through the use of a school’s library” (Jato, Ogunniyi 

and Olubiyo, 2014). 

 

Libraries are the sources of reliable information and play an important role 

in improving students’ performance in the university. They are critically 

important in helping researchers to exploit the full benefits and opportunities 

of the networked world, including such developments as open access and 

social media (A RIN and RLUK report, 2011). Using the information that 

we get from books in the library is more reliable than the source that we take 

from the Internet. Furthermore, libraries provides a good environment for 

researchers. At school a library is a place that provides a quiet, well-lit study 

place and environment that is good for mental concentration for students. 



  

73 

 

4. Students’ perspectives on the library 

While many researchers and analysis talk only about the library, there are a 

few studies that provide perspectives from students themselves on the 

library. In July of 2015, CENGAGE published the results of a Student 

Engagement Insights study: why students go to the library 

(blog.cengage.com). This survey of over 3,000 college students found that 

there are top four reasons that college students go to the library. (1) study 

alone: 77% of students head to the library to focus on their studies by 

themselves, (2) use the online databases: More than half (51%) of the 

students said that they’re at the library to use the online databases, and a 

good portion of their research work is completed at the library, (3) use 

references: 39% of students stated that they use the reference materials such 

as encyclopedias, specialized publications, indexes, or other references that 

aren’t available in electronic formats and (4) meet their study group: More 

than one third (34%) of student visit the library for group work because the 

simplicity of having a central place to meet that’s not their own homes and 

the convenience of accessing nearby scholarly and reference materials 

(ibid.).  

 

Another study released by the Gensler seemed to support CENGAGE 

study’s findings. According to Gensler’s Student Perspectives on the Library 

analysis, a survey of 1,200 US students carried out by Mark Thaler and Tim 

Pittman, the most important resource provided by today’s library is quiet 

place. It remained important for future libraries as well. A related issue that 

Gensler found out is that students visit academic libraries more often to 

access digital resources. Students reported a preference for digital resources 

and integrated technology over book collections. Based on the results of 

these studies, a conclusion reached is that that many students think of a 

library as a quiet place and prefer it for individual studying. Additionally, 

according to students, libraries are about more than just books. A majority of 

the students also use digital resources and reference materials in library, and 

they continue to seek library spaces as the place to complete their individual 

and teamwork. 

 

Overall, many survey and studies concerning library like CENGAGE and 

Gensler took place in developed countries. There is a lack of an in-depth 

evaluation of the effects that a library has on students in developing 

countries, and whether it’s the same or different to those developed 

countries. 
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III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

We chose a quantitative approach, and we used a questionnaire to get the 

data from participants. Our questionnaire was designed to survey library 

users to see how much time they usually spend in the library and determine 

how the library usage improves their academic performance at The 

University of Cambodia depending on their gender and term. The 

introduction of our questionnaire began with asking participants for their 

gender, age, term, and major. The first part of our questionnaire asked for 

students’ information about how often they visit the library, who they go 

with and how satisfied they are with the library. The second part of the 

questionnaire was to know how the library plays a role in the academic study 

for students, and we also want to generate their input towards the library 

usage. For instance, the library is a place where they can look for reliable 

information for their research, the library helps them to read more, and 

understand the lessons better. In the third part of our questionnaire, we 

provided two open questions to participants in order to know what the 

benefits are for them after visiting the library. Additionally, we also included 

suggestions and complaints at the last part of our questionnaire to know what 

students dislike and how students want the library to improve in the future. 

2. Data collection  

The data on UC library usage were collected through giving a questionnaire 

to 100 participants. Our questionnaires were designed in English and we’re 

only doing the survey for International track students. All the participants 

were assured of the anonymity and confidentiality of their responses. We 

spent about a week to collect our data at the UC academic library. 

3. Analysis method 

We used Microsoft Excel to analyze the data that we collected from 

participants. We used computers and resorted to using hand-written 

calculation and analysis. For the first and second part of the questionnaire, 

we sorted participants by gender and term in order to analyze the different 

impacts on students’ performance between males and females after using the 

library. As for the open-ended questions, we used content analysis and 

calculated the answers into percentages. After we put them into group, we 

analyzed the data and made a conclusion based on those responses. 

 



  

75 

 

IV. Findings and Data Analysis  

 

1. Findings 

Part I of the survey was designed to determine general patterns of library 

usage of participants. Questions 1, 2 and 3 tried to establish how many times 

per week the participants go to the library, whether they go alone or with 

friends, and the amount of time they spend in each session at the library. 

Through the responses of the participants, we gathered the following data. 

For question 1, 73% of the students go to the library 1-3 times per week, 

while 18 percent of them go 4-6 times per week and 6 percent only go more 

than 6 times per week. 3 percent of students left no answer. As for question 

2, a majority of the students which accounted for 74 percent go to the library 

with friends, which left only left 26 percent of students who answered that 

they go alone. Whereas question 3 is concerned, 36 percent of the students 

spend less than 1 hour in library, 56 percent spend up to 1-3 hours, and no 

students spend more than 3 hours in the library. 

 

Questions 4, 5, 6 and 7 in the part I of the questionnaire try to further 

understand the activities of student inside the library as well as their 

satisfaction level regarding using the library. The results began to fluctuate 

in this part. Question 4 asked why students visited the library, and 41 percent 

of the student chose learning/researching as the main purpose, while a 

whopping 49 percent chose multiple reasons that included research/ learning, 

looking for jobs, accessing books, leisure/general enjoyment, and accessing 

the Internet.  

 

For question 5, 85 percent of students agree that the librarians help in finding 

the material they need; only 15 percent said no. Question 6 and 7 try to 

evaluate the quality of the library and satisfaction level of students. For 

question 6, the quality existing in library received following responses from 

the students, 34 percent agreed that there is a good stock of different kinds of 

books, and 24 percent said that there was good seating and reading places. 5 

percent thought the newspapers and magazines were current, and 8 percent 

used the online database and internet, while another 28 percent chose more 

than one option. 3% did not answer. And finally for the last question in part 

I, only 16 percent feel highly satisfied with the library, while 46 percent of 

total population feel satisfied with the library. 28 percent feel moderately 

satisfied, with only 2 percent and 5 percent respectively feeling dissatisfied 

and highly dissatisfied with the library. 
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In part II of the questionnaire find out the extent that the library can help 

improve the learning experience and academic performance of students. We 

asked the participants to show their ratings through a scale ranging from 

strongly agree to strongly disagree.  We have generated mix of responses 

which can be found in Table 1. As seen from the Table, most students had a 

positive reaction towards the library. 

 
Table 1: Response by gender to question 6-9  

 

  Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

6 
Using the library helps me 

read more 
14% 61% 21% 3% 1% 

 

7 

Using the library helps me 

improve my academic 

performance 

 

16% 

 

51% 

 

20% 

 

10% 

 

3% 

 

8 

The library helps me 

understand my lessons 

better 

 

8% 

 

43% 

 

36% 

 

12% 

 

1% 

 

9 

The library is the place for 

reliable sources for your 

research 

 

18% 

 

49% 

 

28% 

 

4% 

 

1% 

 

The results from the open-ended questions in part III aimed to know about 

the benefits, the impact of using library, and the suggestions about what 

students want library to improve in order to facilitate them when using the 

library. 47% out of 100 students claimed that the first benefit from visiting 

the library is to get more knowledge, while 35% of students agreed on the 

fact that the library is good place for reading. 25% of students claimed that 

the library is a place that they could have more books for their studies, and 

another 14% of students visited the library to get access to the Internet; 

while 12% of participants visited the library in order to read books and 

improve their skills. 11% of participants remarked that the library is a place 

of reliable information for their research or lessons. And the remaining 6% 

of participants went to the library in order to make new friends who love 

studying.  

 

Question number 2 asked about the impact of library on students’ 

performances. The result that we get from 100 participants are 7% of 

students left with No comment, while 23% of participants responded with 
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No; and 70% of students responded with Yes. However, only 24% of 

students who responded by saying Yes provided their reasons to the 

question. 10% out of 24% of positive mentioned that the library helps the 

way they learn and provides good materials such as different kinds of 

books. 4% of positive said the library helps expand and improve their 

knowledge. The other 5% of participants provided a reason that library 

encourages them to read and study more, while the other 5% claimed library 

is a good place with a good environment which helps them to feel good 

about their studies. 

 

Question number 3 aimed to deal with what students dislike about the 

library. Amongst 100 participants, 52% of students responded with no 

complaints or suggestions for the library, which indicated that they are 

satisfied with the library, while 48% of students come up with suggestions 

for the library. 16% of students suggested the library to provide more books, 

while 3% of students requested for new materials for research. 7% of 

students suggested the library to be well-organized, so they can easily find 

the books they need. 6% of students complained about the speed of Internet 

in the library, so their suggestion is to improve the speed of the Internet. 

Only 1% of students ask the library to allow them to take some food in to 

the library; the other 3% of students requested the library to be open longer. 

Lastly, 3% of participants complained about the discipline of other people 

who make noise in the library. 

 

2. Data analysis 

After we received our data, we wanted to further analyze the data by the 

characteristics of the respondents. In question 1, we attempted to find out if 

there are any differences related to how often do different groups of students 

visit the library. We sorted the respondents by gender. For female students, 

we found out that 77.59% of them visit the library 1-3 times per week, while 

12.06% and 6.7% of them go to library 4-6 times per week and more than 6 

times per week respectively. For males, the result seems to be similar to 

those of female respondents, 65% of male visit 1-3 times per week, 27.5% 

visit 4-6 times per week, only 5% visit more than 6 times per week. We can  

see that there is not much difference in how many times both genders of 

students visit the library, with result of 1-3 times per week being the most 

common among the two genders. However, when we turn to question 3 

which asked about how much time the students spend in the library per 

session, we find something quite interesting. Results show that 29.31% of 

female respondents spent less than one hour in the library per session, 



  

78 

 

whereas 60.34% spent 1-3hours, and only 10.34% spent more than 3 hours. 

In contrast, 47.5% of male spent less than 1 hour per session in library, 

another 47.5% spent 1-3 hours per session, and merely 5% spent more than 

3 hours per session. We can clearly see that females tended to stay in the 

library longer than men.  

 

In the second part, for question 1 we wanted to know whether how the 

library affected the way student approach their studies by asking whether 

they agree that Library is the first place that they go when they need to find 

more information. We focused on the response of both different genders of 

student. For females, 20.69% strongly agreed that the library is the first 

place for finding information, 48.27% agreed, 22.41% thought it is average, 

while 8.62% disagreed. For males, 27.5% strongly agreed, 42.5% agreed, 

15% thought it is passable and another 15% disagreed. We noticed a great 

percentage of population both genders of students would go to the library to 

find information and no one strongly disagreed with that. When we focused 

on the term difference of students, the results do not seem to be too 

different. For terms I-V, 25% strongly agreed, 50% agreed, 21.88% were 

neutral, while 3.12% disagreed. For terms VI-XI, 22.06% strongly agreed, 

44.12% agreed, and 19.12% thought it is normal, while 14.71% disagreed. 

All data from both term differences of students seem to complement each 

other until it reaches the point where terms VI-XI students disagree more on 

the library as being the first place they go to find information. 

 

For question 7, we tried to understand the perception of students on whether 

using the library helps improve their performance the academic 

performance. For females, the results show that 13.79% of them strongly 

agreed that their academic improved due to library, while 48.27% agreed to 

the statement, while 29.31% thought that it is so-so, only remaining 8.62% 

disagreed. The males responded with 20% strongly agreeing, 55% agreeing, 

5% taking a neutral stand, and the remaining 12.5% and 7.5% disagreeing 

and strongly disagreeing respectively. Overall, males tended to rate library 

usage as the reason for improving academic performance higher then 

females. We wanted to know whether the difference in term affected the 

result, so we divided the group of participants from different term into two 

term categories, I-V and VI-XI. We generated the following results, for 

terms I-V, 18.75% strongly agreed to library usage improving academic 

performance, 50% agreed to that, 25% was neutral, while only 6.24 

disagreed and strongly disagreed. As for terms VI-XI, 14.71% strongly 

agreed, 51.47 agreed, 17.65% was neutral, interestingly 13.24% of them 
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disagreed, while 2.94% strongly disagreed. This clearly shows that even the 

positive results were closely related; term VI-XI students seem to be more 

negative than term I-V students that the library helps with their academic 

performance. 

 

Finally, in open questions 1, we wanted all the students to express their 

opinions of what they perceive as the benefits received by using library. For 

the results that we got from the first question is 47% out of 100 students 

claimed that the first benefits from visiting the library is to get more 

knowledge, while 35% of students agreed on the fact that library is good 

place for reading. 25% of students claimed that the library is a place that 

they could have more books for their study, the other 14% of students 

visited the library to get access to the Internet, while 12% of participants 

visited library in order to read books and improve their skills. Only 11% of 

participants thought the library is a place of reliable information for their 

research or lessons. And the remaining 6% of participants went to the 

library in order to make new friends who love studying. Thus we can 

conclude that two major benefits that library can provide to students are to 

obtain extra knowledge, and act as a good place for reading. 

 
Table 2: Response by gender to question 1&2 (part I) 

 

 
Female Male 

 

 

Q1 

1-‐3 time 77.59% 65% 

4-‐6 times 12.06% 27.50% 

 

More than 6 times 
 

6.70% 
 

5% 

 

 

Q2 

Less than 1 hour 29.31% 47.50% 

1-‐3 hours 60.34% 47.50% 

More than 3 hours 10.34% 5% 
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Table 3: Response by gender to questions 1&7 (part II) 

 Female Male 

 

 

 

Q1 

Strongly Agree 20.69% 27.5% 

Agree 48.27% 42.50% 

Neutral 22.41% 15% 

Disagree 8.62% 15.00% 

Strongly Disagree 0.00% 0.00% 

 

 

 

Q7 

Strongly Agree 13.79% 20% 

Agree 48.27% 55% 

Neutral 29.31% 5% 

Disagree 8.62% 12.50% 

Strongly Disagree 0% 7.50% 

 

  

 
Table 4: Response by term of participants to questions 1&7 (part II) 

 

 

 

 

Term I-‐ V Term VI-‐ XI 

 

 

 

Q1 

Strongly Agree 25.00% 22.06% 

Agree 50.00% 44.12% 

Neutral 21.88% 19.12% 

Disagree 3.12% 14.71% 

Strongly Disagree 0.00% 0.00% 

 Strongly Agree 18.75% 14.71% 
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Q7 

Agree 50.00% 51.47% 

Neutral 25.00% 17.65% 

Disagree 3.12% 13.24% 

Strongly Disagree 3.12% 2.94% 

 

 
Table 5: Overall response to open question 1 (part III) 

 

Benefits provided by library 
Participants’ 

response 

Get more knowledge 47% 

Good place for reading 35% 

More books for study 25% 

Access to internet 14% 

Read book to improve skill 12% 

Reliable information for research 11% 

Make new friends 6% 

 

 

V. Discussion  

The goal of this study was to determine the benefits of using the academic 

library for students at The University of Cambodia. Moreover, we also 

investigated the impact of library usage on the students’ academic 

performance and well as their approach to study. Our study suggests that the 

library greatly improves the academic performance of students since most 

students respond positively to that. Subsequently students also listed down 

many benefits that library provides with extra knowledge and good reading 

place. Their approach to studying altered a bit since a good portion of the 

students consider the library to be the primary place for finding information. 

Notably, students shared the positive influences of the library on their 

studies such as encouraging them to read, providing a good place and quiet 

environment, and helping expand their knowledge with good reading 

materials. 

 

We explored deeper into the data to find possible relationships; however, our 

results revealed only little significance difference among the diverse 
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perception of students based on gender and term. There is not much 

difference to how often both genders of students visit the library; however, 

females tend to stay in library longer than men. Additionally, when we 

focused on term difference of students, terms VI-XI student disagree more 

than term I-V student on considering the library as the first place they go to 

find information. 

 

 

VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 

According to the findings of the study, a good portion of students at The 

University of Cambodia seem to use the library to some extent and are aware 

of the benefits provided to their studies as well as academic performance. 

They also seem to prefer to study or conduct group meetings in the library 

due to its suitable environment. Generally, they also are greatly satisfied 

with the way library operates and the information that can be found there 

that can greatly improve their studies. 

 

Even though the research results look convincing, it was conducted in a short 

period of time with a small sample size; thus it cannot be taken to speculate 

that all of the students of The University of Cambodia or all other 

universities would react and share similar responses to the impact of the 

library on them. Nevertheless, this research serves as a guide and helps raise 

the attention for more future research on such an underrated topic that has 

always been overlooked by researchers especially in developing countries. 
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Appendix A 

 

Questionnaire  

Topic: “Impacts of Academic Library on Students’ Performance in 

University in Cambodia.” Research Questions 

1. How have the library changed the way UC student approach their 

studies? 

2. What do UC students perceive as benefits of using academic library? 

3. To what extent are UC students’ academic performance affected by 

academic library usage? 

Questionnaire 

Dear participants, we are conducting a survey on library users to see how 

much time students usually spend in the library, what they mostly do there, 

and most importantly is how library usage improve students’ academic 

performance at the University of Cambodia. We would like to ask to 

complete this questionnaire and it should only take up to 5minutes. 

Gender: 

 

 

Age:  

Term:  

Major 

Part I 

Please, Tick one of the following options provided: 
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1. How many times per week do you visit library? 

-3 times per week 

-6 times per week 

 6 times per week 

2. Do you usually visit library with friends? 

 

 

3. How much time you spend in library per session? 

 

-3 hours. 

 

4. What are you purposes of visiting library? (You can tick more than 

one) 
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5. Do the librarians help you in finding the books and reading materials 

you need? 

 

 

6. Please tick the right option that applied to what your library consists 

of. 

 

 

 

 

7. How satisfied are you with the library? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part II 

Please, tick as applicable to the activities from strongly agree to strongly 

disagree in the column below: 
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Activities 
Strongly 

Agree 
Agree Neutral Disagree 

Strongly 

Disagree 

1. Library is the first 

place that I go when I 

need to find 

information for my 

study. 

     

2. I can concentrate 

more on the lessons 

when I’m in the 

library. 

in the library. 

     

3. I love studying in 

group in the library. 

     

4. I love to do my 

assignment in the 

library. 

     

5. There is a lot of 

relevant information to 

my study in the 

library. 

     

6. Using library helps 

me read more. 

     

7. Using library helps 

me improve my 

academic 

performance. 

     

8. Library helps me 

understand my lessons 

better. 

     

9. Library is the place 

for reliable sources for 

your research. 
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Part III 

Please, answer the following questions. 

 

1. What are the benefits that you think you get from using library? 

 

 

2. Does library impact the way you approach your study? 

 

 

3. Please mention if you have any suggestion or complaints. 

 

 

Thank you for taking time to fill in this questionnaire! 
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Appendix B 

 

Table 6:  Responses to part I of questionnaire 

 

1 

How many times per 

week do you visit 

library? 

1-‐3 times 73% 
4-‐6 times 18% 
More than 6 times 6% 

2 Do you usually visit 

library with friends? 

Yes 74% 
NO 26% 

 

3 

How much time 

you spend in 

library per 

session? 

Less than 1 hour 36% 
1-‐3 hours 56% 
More than 3 hours 8% 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

What are you 

purposes of visiting 

library? 

For  learning/research 41% 
Looking for job 1% 
Access books 2% 
general  enjoyment 3% 
Access to internet 2% 
More than one 1% 
Other 49% 
N.A 1% 

 

5 

Do the librarians help 

you in finding the 

books and reading 

materials you need? 

Yes 85% 

No 15% 

 

 

 

6 

 

Please tick the right 

option that applied to 

what your library 

consists of 

Newspapers and 

magazines from most of 

current publishers 

5% 

Good stock of different kind 

of books 
34% 

Good seating and reading 

space 
24% 

Online database and internet 

availability. 
8% 

More than one 28% 
N.A 1% 

 

 

 

7 

 

How satisfied are 

you with the 

library? 

Highly dissatisfied 5% 
Dissatisfied 2% 
Moderately  satisfied 28% 
Satisfied 46% 
Highly satisfied 16% 
N.A 3% 
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Table 7: Response to part II of questionnaire 

 

Part I Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

1 

Library is the first place 

that I go when I need to 

find information for my 

study 

23% 46% 20% 11% 0% 

2 

Library is the place for 

reliable sources for your 

research 
13% 63% 18% 4% 1% 

3 
I love studying in group 

in the library 
10% 34% 38% 13% 5% 

4 
I love to do my 

assignment in the library 
12% 42% 36% 7% 3% 

5 

There is a lot of relevant 

information to my study 

in the library 
13% 48% 33% 5% 1% 

6 
Using library helps me 

read more 
14% 61% 21% 3% 1% 

7 

Using library helps me 

improve my academic 

performance 
16% 51% 20% 10% 3% 

8 

Library helps me 

understand my lessons 

better 
8% 43% 36% 12% 1% 

9 

Library is the place for 

reliable sources for your 

research 
18% 49% 28% 4% 1% 
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Figure 1 and 2: Total participants  

 

 
Figure 3: Library is the first place that I go when I need to find information for 

my study (Gender) 

 
Figure 4: Library is the first place that I go when I need to find information for 

my study (Term) 
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Figure 5: Using library help me improve my academic performance (Gender) 

 

 
Figure 6: Using library help me improve my academic performance (Term) 
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Abstract 

 
Higher education institutions are in a position to build a strong 

transitional bridge for students. Public and private universities in 

rural and urban areas have been established. The number of 

universities in rural areas is increasing, but rural students still 

tend to study in urban areas. Rural students believe that urban 

universities will provide a better quality of education for them. 

Urban universities provide both opportunities and challenges for 

rural students. The purpose of this study is to determine the 

challenges that rural students face when enrolling at urban 

universities in Cambodia.  We conducted a qualitative collective 

case study and analyzed the perceptions of rural students. A 

categorical analysis and open coding of the data collected in the 

study resulted in five emerging themes: poor academic 

performance, overcoming language barriers, financial 

constraints, adjusting to an urban lifestyle, difficulty in making 

friends and living alone. 

 

I. Introduction 

1. Background of the study 

Education plays the most important role in societal development. “Education 

is one of the basic needs for human development and to escape from 

poverty” (Sivakumar & Sarvalingam, 2010, p. 20). It is necessary for 

national development and a prosperous society. According to Rahman, & 

Uddin (2009), education is the responsibility of the government and should 

be managed through national resources. Education provides opportunities for 

self-fulfillment; it can provide a rich and challenging environment for the 

individual to explore in his or her own way (Barskay, 1998). It can provide 

specialized skills they may need to prepare for a job or career. As for 

students, they need to have good skills and be challenged with their 

studying; additionally, students also need to be actively engaged with the 
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curriculum. The learning environment also has a major role to play in 

learning outcomes, and can help determine their academic performance. 

 
Human capital, the knowledge, skill and resourcefulness of people, is critical 

to development and to the growth of the economies of developing countries. 

As knowledge becomes more important, so does higher education. 

According to the World Bank, the quality of knowledge generated within 

higher education institutions, and its accessibility to the wider economy, is 

becoming increasingly critical to national competitiveness (World Bank, 

2002). 

 
A quality education background is very important for students because it 

portrays their status and their abilities. Research has indicated that the 

availability of resources makes a difference in students' educational 

outcomes (Williams, 1996). The barrier that students from rural areas face to 

obtain higher education is the most important problem for our government to 

consider because some families don’t have the ability to support their child 

through the higher education process, which means many rural students 

cannot obtain higher education in urban areas. 

 

2. Problem Statement 

The Cambodian higher education sector has undergone dramatic changes 

since 1997 when the charging of fees to generate income was first permitted. 

(O’Brien, 2004). For the last two decades the number of national and private 

higher education institutions has increased gradually; however, most of them 

are located in the capital city (Phnom Penh). Presently, there are 91 

Cambodian higher education institutions, comprised of 34 public and 57 

private universities, in 19 provinces, but primarily in Phnom Penh (Rany, 

2013).  

 

Rural areas are often poor and lack important services, employment 

opportunities, and leisure activities that cities have. Rural students are at risk 

for low motivation and lack of academic success (D’Amico, Matthes, 

Sankar, Merchant & Zurita, 1996; Lichter, Roscigno & Condron, 2003; 

National Research Council, 1993).  Students’ background also impacts their 

performance, and we can see that many of the students living in rural areas 

have low academic achievement when compared with the students living in 

urban areas. Urban universities can be very exciting and can offer the chance 

to experience student life in special ways. (Bookin-Weiner). Rural students 

may face a number of roadblocks when it comes to accessing and succeeding 
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in higher education, but colleges and universities can make small 

adjustments that would help them overcome these challenges (Susan Elkins, 

2014). 

 

3. Research questions  

1. What are the challenges that rural students face when enrolling at urban 

universities in Cambodia? 

2. Despite a number of national and private higher education institutions 

being established in provincial centers in Cambodia, why do students 

choose to continue their higher education in an urban city like Phnom 

Penh? 

 

4. Research Objectives 

This research paper aims to identify the challenges of rural or provincial 

students who move to study in the city for their higher education. In 

addition, another purpose of this research is to find the ways they overcome 

these challenges. Moreover, we also seek to understand the different 

perspectives of rural students in their shift to studying at urban universities. 

After this research, students can compare the differences of studying at 

provincial and city schools and universities. 

 

II. Literature Review  

1. The barriers rural students face when enrolling to urban universities 

Some recent educational research has examined several barriers rural 

students face when enrolling in an urban college. According to a research 

study conducted by Susan Elkin in 2014, many rural students are 

academically, socially, and culturally underprepared to initially handle 

college life at urban universities (Douglas A. Guiffrida, 2008). The research 

also mentioned that rural students often have limited resources including 

insufficient high school level courses, lack of technology and others tools 

needed to help them be ready for college. Additionally, their families may 

have had little time or resources for academic, social and cultural activities 

to help address their preparedness. Other research indicated that rural 

students often face some additional socio-cultural challenges compared to 

urban students when moving into urban universities (Zuckerbroad, 2007). 

 

The research conducted by Maltzan in 2006, indicated that one of the 

challenges for rural students who attend large universities in urban cities is 

adjusting to the increased size of their classrooms and campuses as well as 

the different lecture and teaching style compared to their rural high school. 
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Rural students often face limited resources including poverty and financial 

constraints that create barriers for continuing their higher education. (Elkin, 

2014). “If one wants a decent education in Cambodia, they must study in 

Phnom Penh, the country’s capital and only true city. Tuition in Phnom 

Penh’s public and private universities ranges from about $300 to $600 a year 

for a four-year bachelor’s program. If one also needs a place to stay, a tired 

room on the city’s outskirts would cost an additional $50 a month. Eighty 

percent of Cambodians live in the countryside (Cambodia has one of the 

highest rural-to-urban population ratios in the world), and with a meager 

GDP per capita of $946, university educations would be completely out of 

reach for Cambodia’s rural majority – that is, if Buddhist monasteries 

weren’t lending a helping hand” (Otis, 2013).  

 

Recent educational research has examined rural and urban differences in 

their academic achievement. Many educators, researchers, legislators and the 

general public believe that students from rural schools mostly receive an 

education that is inferior compared to students that live in urban areas. 

Students’ background also impact their performance, and we can see that 

many of students living in rural areas have low academic achievement when 

compared with the students living in urban areas. There are many factors that 

cause this performance gap between students in rural and urban areas. 

Students in urban schools get many benefits compared to students in rural 

schools. The National Education Association said that the lowest performing 

youth are in public rural schools (Brown & Swanson, 2001). 

2. The reasons rural students choose to continue their higher education 

at urban universities 

Research has established four categories that facilitate analysis of higher 

education problems found in rural areas in developing countries including, 

severe resource constraints, internal inefficiencies, external inefficiencies 

and social inequality (Oliver, 2004). 

 

Despite a number of national and private universities being established in 

provincial centers, students still believe that the quality of education in the 

provinces is limited (Va Sonyka & Seyhak Parinha, 2015). 

In summary, there are different perspectives of individual researchers on the 

barriers and challenges faced by rural students in continuing their higher 

education in urban cities. There is not a lot of research in Cambodia 

conducted on this topic, which is why the literature reviews have been 

derived from developed countries such as, The United States, The United 
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Kingdom and Australia, and some from developing countries such as 

Vietnam and Cambodia. The previous research indicated some reasons why 

rural students choose to continue their higher education in urban cities rather 

than in their home provinces. Moreover, the previous research is mostly 

conducted in developed countries, with only a few studies from developing 

countries. Missing from these studies are the perceptions of rural students 

about their experience in urban universities, especially, from rural students 

in Cambodia. 

  
  

III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

For this project, we used a research tool called Semi-Structured Interview to 

design our research. We aimed to ask rural students about their perspectives 

toward the differences in studying at provincial schools and city schools. 

Moreover, we sought to understand the challenges that they have faced 

during their studies at urban universities. We included open questions asking 

about their expectations toward urban universities, as well as how they have 

improved themselves after moving to study in the city. Some of our 

interview questions related to their perspectives on why most of provincial 

students still shift their studies to urban universities, while many private and 

national universities have been established in provincial centers. 

Furthermore, additional questions were asked, based on the answers of each 

participant. In short, most of the questions focus on collecting qualitative 

data about the experiences and perspectives of each participant in the 

differences of studying at provincial and urban universities, and the 

challenges they have faced during their studies. 

2. Data collection approach and sample size 

We conducted the interview with ten provincial students who are continuing 

their higher education in Phnom Penh. The questions were asked in both 

English and Khmer because some of the participants reported a limited 

understanding of English. We focused on this area of population because our 

topic is “The Challenges to Higher Education for Rural Students in Urban 

Universities in Cambodia,” so provincial students are the best source of data 

for our research. 

3. Sampling and data analysis method 

We used content analysis to analyze the data. We categorized the data from 

each participant into common themes and patterns. After reviewing and 
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categorizing, we made a conclusive analysis based on the themes and 

patterns we deduced from the data. 

 
IV. Findings and Data Analysis  

In our interview questions, we divided into three main sections. First, the 

respondents were asked about the challenges they have faced during their 

time at the urban university. The second is about their personal 

improvements or developments after moving to study in the city. Lastly, we 

focused on the perspectives of each respondent regarding the large amount 

of rural students moving to the city to pursue higher education. After 

conducting the interviews and categorizing the data into the common themes 

or patterns, we compiled our findings for review in the following section. 

Based on the answers of each respondent, we found some common 

challenges that they faced during their study in the city. 

 

1. Financial constraints 

Surprisingly, we noticed that all of our respondents faced financial 

constraints. In moving from the province to study in the city, all of the 

respondents stated that they have to spend a significant amount of money on 

their school fees, food, accommodations, school supplies, as well as their 

daily expenses. Financial constraint is the main barrier that rural students 

face when they relocate to the city for university. All the respondents 

mentioned that the cities are more expensive than the provinces. The budget 

provided by their family cannot support their daily expenses. Most 

respondents reported that they rent a room with their friends or move in with 

their relatives to decrease their spending. Additionally, our respondents 

mentioned that typically rural families have a lower socioeconomic status 

than those in urban cities and that’s why financial constraints are one of the 

main challenges during rural students’ transition to study in the city. As one 

of our respondents revealed, 

 

“I come from the poor family so I cannot select the big room 

for renting because of its high price. And it is not comfortable 

and safe enough. In that place has many rooms but has only 

one bathroom inside to share with all the room. The 

equipment for study is in the high price. I don’t have much 

amount of money to buy the course books so I need to borrow 

my friend’s books to copy.” 
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2. Poor academic performance 

Also, most of our respondents raised the issue of their poor performance 

when they first started college. Basically, the provincial students found the 

academic curriculum difficult. One of our respondents said that, “When I 

first started my university, I don't understand how college student learn. 

And I think all the students face the same problem as mine.” 

 

The first thing that we noticed is that nine out of ten respondents faced this 

problem. Thus, according to the respondents, most provincial students are 

not familiar with the academic curriculum of university, which leads to their 

poor academic performance. They mostly link this to their experience in 

high school. They mentioned that high school is the foundation for college. 

They have a weak foundation provided by their provincial high schools, 

which is why it is difficult for them to start college. One of our respondents 

revealed that, 

 

“It is tough that students find themselves studying at the rural 

school. Students could not reach the school since they might 

live far away from school. In addition, some students have to 

spend their times to work for family although they should 

have been sent to school. Furthermore, students might not be 

able to retrieve deserved education all sources such as 

lecturers, laboratory, and other study-supported materials.” 

 

3. Overcoming language barriers 

Respondents mainly linked their challenge with language to the experience 

of studying in the provincial center. The common theme on this issue is that 

there is a small amount of schools both private and national schools. As a 

result, it is difficult for them to find a school to study a second language like 

English. Similar to the first challenge, seven out of ten respondents reported 

difficulty in overcoming the language barrier in their higher education, 

especially English. They mentioned that the course books, documents and 

other information are written in English. It is difficult for them to 

understand because they have a low understanding of the English language. 

Based on the respondent’s answers, rural or provincial students face 

problems using the English language in an academic setting. One of the 

respondents stated that, “My English language is still limited, comparing to 

the urban students. They seem to have a good knowledge of English.” 
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4. Adjusting to an urban lifestyle 

The school and home life, traffic, and leisure activities are all aspects of 

urban living that differ significantly. Normally, the way urban people live is 

very different from those living in rural or provincial areas. Life in the 

province is very simple and that is reflected in the way of living, dressing, 

and eating. While the life in city is not simple, but rather very complex. Six 

of the respondents said that it is difficult adjusting to the urban lifestyle. 

They mentioned about the busy traffic of the city. They stated that the city’s 

traffic seemed to be very busy all the time, unlike in the rural or provincial 

centers. Additionally, they compared the routes of the city to blood vessels, 

meaning that there are so many routes in the city and they don’t clearly 

know how to navigate them. One of our respondents said that, “When I first 

came to the city, I didn’t even remember the way from my house to school. 

I’ve got lost many times.” 

 

5. The difficulty of living alone 

Six of our interviewees, stated that living alone affects their both their 

physical and emotional well-being, including health issues, safety and 

loneliness. They have to live far away from their family and be on their 

own, which is a new experience for them. Six of our respondents revealed 

that moving to live alone in the city has been the most difficult thing for 

them. In addition to moving away from their families and siblings, they 

have to cook for themselves and take care of their home all on their own. 

This combination of emotion also leads to feeling homesick. One of our 

participants mentioned that, “It is difficult for me in moving to live alone in 

the city where I don’t know anyone. Moreover, I have to do everything on 

my own by not depending on my parents like the time I live with them at the 

province.” 

 

6. The difficulty of making friends 

Some of our respondents found it difficult to make friends, when they first 

came to the city. Four out of ten of our respondents expressed that they feel 

like an outsider when they began university. They started to feel 

uncomfortable. Most of the respondents responded to this question by 

explaining that the city contains many kinds of people and when they first 

met new people, they couldn’t tell who is good or bad or who they should 

make friends with. 

 

After asking about the challenges our respondents faced during their 

transition to an urban university, we also asked them about how they 
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overcame all these challenges. In this section, the respondents came up with 

similar answers. The common solutions that we categorized are as follows. 

First, they have to study hard and pay more attention in class in order to 

improve their academic performance. In overcoming the language barriers, 

especially, English, all the respondents stated they studied English part time, 

in addition to their classes, in order to improve their language skills. For the 

financial constraints, mostly the respondents said that it is not easy to 

overcome this challenge. Seven of our respondents mentioned that they 

have to save money and not spend on the unimportant items. Moreover, half 

of our respondents revealed that they are working a part time job in order to 

help support themselves. After a while of living in the city, all of our 

respondents stated that they get used to the urban lifestyle. Consequently, to 

overcome adjusting to an urban lifestyle and the difficulty of living alone 

and making friends, are not very difficult tasks, they just takes time. 

 

In another section of our findings, we found out that despite the number of 

national and private higher education institutions being established in 

Cambodian provincial centers, students still choose to continue their higher 

education in Phnom Penh. By conducting a semi-structured interview with 

ten rural students who are studying in the city of Phnom Penh, we obtained 

some common perspectives regarding this issue. 

 

7. The existing number of higher education institutions 

Unexpectedly, all of our respondents stated that the existing number of 

higher education institutions in the provincial and rural centers is still 

limited and don’t offer the majors that they wish to study. The respondents 

noted a lack of skilled majors such as architecture, doctorial degrees, 

international relations and so on. One of our respondents revealed that, “The 

number of university is still limited. For instance, in my province there are 

only 3 or 4 universities existed. And those universities still cannot provide 

the acceptable majors that students wished.” 

 

On top of that, six out of ten of our respondents emphasized the lack of 

school facilities. They mainly focus on the lack of information sources such 

as libraries and computer facilities. By comparing with urban universities, 

they mentioned that, most urban universities are equipped with the high 

technology and modern school facilities that allow students easy access to 

learning tools. 
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Additionally, seven of our respondents mentioned the low quality of 

teachers in rural and provincial schools, which is much different from urban 

schools. In urban universities, the number of the high quality teachers is 

greater than the provincial university. They stated that the high quality 

teachers don’t want to work at provincial universities. One of our 

respondents mentioned that, “I used to hear one of my teacher said that the 

provincial school provided him a lower salary than the city school, that’s 

why he decided to move to work at the city.” 

 

8. The capability of the students 

Notably, all of our recipients expressed that they have improved a lot after 

shifting their study to the city. They are able to explore something new. 

They all agreed that shifting to study at the city they helped them to obtain 

self-autonomy. They mostly compared the urban city as a new world for 

them. One of our respondents said that, “Moving to studying to the city, I 

seem to explore the new world that contains many modern things, high 

technology, and competition.” 

 

Actually, they all agreed that the city is a very complex and competitive 

place. They have changed themselves a lot in adapting to this new place. 

Furthermore, seven of our respondents expressed that they’ve joined in 

many volunteer opportunities that they have helped develop themselves a lot 

in terms of both soft and hard skills. 

 

9. Job opportunities 

Remarkably, all of our respondents stated that the city provides more job 

opportunities in terms of both paid and volunteer jobs. The market demand 

of jobs in the city is greater than in the provinces. By moving to the city, 

provincial students can enjoy a larger amount of job opportunities. Five of 

our respondents who work part time jobs also expressed their preference in 

terms of the large amount of jobs available in the city. 

 

 

V. Discussion  

The research question we addressed concerned the perceptions of rural 

students about the reasons why they decided to continue their study in urban 

areas. All the participants in this study reported that rural students continue 

to study in city because of the low quality of education in rural areas. And 

they strongly believe that quality of universities is better in urban areas than 

in rural ones. Furthermore, they carry that urban areas can provide them with 
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more job opportunities. They can have many choices to choose the job that 

they like.  

 

The finding of our study conclude that the reasons rural students still attend 

universities in urban areas was similar finding to other studies, proving that 

despite a number of public and private universities being established in 

provincial centers, students still move to urban areas to study because they 

believe that the quality of education in provinces is limited and jobs are 

mostly located in city (Va Sonyka & Seyhak Parinha, 2008). Therefore, 

according to The Phnom Penh Post, “The educational institutes in provinces 

are not yet international standard, they are low quality, that’s why the 

number of students coming from provinces to study in Phnom Penh is 

increasing,” (Mom Knthear & Chrann Chamroeun, 2008). Additionally, 

other research also proves that ‘Perhaps the most major advantage of 

attending school in the city is the opportunities it can provide’ (Anamaria 

Lopez, 2016). 

 

 

VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 

The purpose of this study was to identify the barriers to higher education for 

rural students in urban universities in Cambodia. This qualitative collective 

case study analyzed the perception of ten rural students. Respondents 

participated in semi-structured interviews. A categorical aggregation 

analysis and open coding of data collected from the study resulted in six 

factors: financial constraints, poor academic performance, overcoming 

language barriers, adjusting to an urban lifestyle, the difficulty of living 

alone, and the difficulty of making friends. 

 

The overall findings of the study indicated that rural students need additional 

support in addressing their poor academic performance by improving their 

academic abilities in higher education. In addition, they need assistance in 

overcoming language barriers. Rural students also face financial problems in 

they city because the cost of tutition and high cost of living is much different 

than what they’ve experienced in rural areas. Clearly the city lifestyle is 

much different from rural life, so students need support to help them adjust 

to the urban environment. Furthermore, it is not easy for rural students to 

make friends at first, which is compounded by the difficulties they face from 

living alone for the first time in their lives. In rural areas students tend to live 

with their families and many relatives, but when move to the city they are 

forced to do everything by themselves. According to our findings, rural 
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students see benefits to this challenge because after they face these 

difficulties they gain advantages from the lessons they’ve learned and skills 

they’ve acquired. They become independent and learn to make their own 

decisions, which they would not have done had they studied in a rural area. 

Additionally, rural universities should improve the quality and diversity of 

their offerings including additional majors, libraries and other support 

facilities. 
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Abstract 

 
Plagiarism may be a term frequently used or heard in tertiary 

education, especially in Western countries where the citation 

format was originally invented and used. However, since a large 

number of university students in Cambodia are from the 

provinces, they may have lack of knowledge and awareness of 

the concept of plagiarism. Furthermore, university students from 

the capital city, Phnom Penh, may have limited understanding 

about what plagiarism is and how to avoid it effectively because 

only after they enroll in higher education do they come across 

this term and its meaning. Most importantly, this academic 

misconduct is not introduced broadly or consistently in every 

institution. Thus, this ten-week intensive research study aims to 

explore university students’ perception towards plagiarism by 

exploring two significant aspects: identifying the actual extent to 

which they are familiar with plagiarism (its definition, forms and 

importance in academic work), and examining the degree of 

understanding between students in foundation year and those in 

higher years. The study used a questionnaire as the research 

instrument of data collection, and one hundred and one students 

who are enrolled in Bachelor’s programs in the international 

track at The University of Cambodia were randomly selected for 

the sample size of research. The study found that there were 

contradictions in the students’ attitudes towards plagiarism due 

to the fact that activities, which constitute plagiarism, were not 

clearly determined despite all of them providing a good response 

to definition of plagiarism. As a consequence, understanding 

students’ perception towards plagiarism is absolutely crucial for 

learners, teachers and faculty members to help deal with this 

academic concern. 
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I. Introduction 

1. Background of the study 

According to Merriam Webster Dictionary, “plagiarism means to steal and 

pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s own. To use (another’s 

production) without crediting the source.” IEEE (2012) defines the term of 

plagiarism as “the use of someone else’s prior ideas, processes, results, or 

words without explicitly acknowledging the original author and source.” 

Based on the definition, the term plagiarism lies beyond the general 

perception of copying others’ work and claiming it as your own, and it can 

be assumed that incidence of plagiarism occurs mostly in academia and 

industries such as publication, original songs, and students’ school work. 

However, this research paper only focuses on students plagiarizing in their 

assignments – whether their work is done originally by themselves, using 

proper and accurate citation.  

 
Plagiarism is also known as an academic misconduct or crime, due to the 

fact that it violates the student code of conduct and undermines the ultimate 

goal of education – enhancing human capital for social and economic 

development. As a matter of fact, plagiarism is a growing concern in 

academic settings, especially, in this modern educational system, which the 

Internet is highly accessible for a variety of sources. According to Xueqin 

(2002), the incidence of plagiarism in Asia has recently aroused as a 

considerable concern in academic institutions. In addition, one of the most 

popular reasons why Asian students plagiarize their assignments is their 

limited understanding of the plagiarism concept (Briggs, 2003; Zobel & 

Hamilton, 2002). As a consequence, it is very difficult for Asian students to 

recognize any forms of plagiarism if they are unaware of the concept. Biggs 

& Watkins (1996) claim that Asian students who study locally have little 

knowledge and awareness of citation and reference methods conducted by 

Western academic scholars. Hence, it can be concluded that it is logically 

necessary that if academic institutions aim to tackle plagiarism problems, 

they must investigate the extent students understand this concept in the first 

place.  

 
Cambodia is one of the Asian countries facing similar concerns about 

plagiarism. To illustrate, Jensen (2015) published an article entitled, “Khmer 

Times Publisher To Retire Plagiarizing Pen.” According to the article, Mr. 

Mohan, who is the publisher of Khmer Times, copied ideas from others’ 

papers such as an essay by an Indonesian student, and newspaper article 

from Malaysia and included them in the content of his writing without 
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proper citation. Moreover, in the Cambodian educational system, the notion 

of plagiarism is introduced to students mostly after they enroll in higher 

education. For instance, The University of Cambodia (UC) has a strict policy 

against plagiarism; that is why students understand that it is bad to 

plagiarize. Although there are punishments against plagiarism, for example, 

assignments and papers will be invalid and marked as zero if a student is 

caught plagiarizing, a large number of Cambodian students still plagiarize 

their school works. To effectively prevent the growing incidence of 

plagiarism, it is important to gain better understanding of what students 

perceive plagiarism to be – whether positive or negative and the extent to 

which they are familiar with the practice of plagiarism, especially how to 

avoid it in their papers. 

 
This ten-week intensive research paper, carried out by a group of RES301 

students from The University of Cambodia (UC), aimed to explore the 

perspective of UC students from various terms towards plagiarism. More 

specifically, the objective of this paper is to identify the extent to which UC 

students are aware of, or familiar with, the concept of plagiarism in 

academic work. One hundred students ranging from their first to last term 

enrolled in the International Track Bachelor’s program were chosen to 

complete the survey. 

 

2. Problem Statement 

Due to a dramatic growth of concern of plagiarism as an issue in academic 

settings, it is vital that students’ attitudes towards plagiarism be understood 

and thoroughly researched, and perhaps the most important reason for this 

research is that such attitudes determine ultimate goal of academic success. 

 

3. Research questions  

1.  To what extent are UC students aware that they are plagiarizing their 

schoolwork? 

2. What are students’ perspectives towards plagiarism – are they positive or 

negative?  

3. Do all UC students enrolled in the International Track have a similar 

degree of understanding about plagiarism? 
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II. Literature Review  

1. Definition of Plagiarism 

Many researchers have defined plagiarism differently based on their points 

of view. “Plagiarism involves literary theft, stealing (by copying) the words 

or ideas of someone else and passing them off as one’s own without 

crediting the source” (Park, 2003); “[u]s[ing] somebody else’s work (words 

and thoughts) without attribution” (Wang, 2008); and “[a]ny nonzero 

percentage detected by Turn-It-In (after screening)” (Williams, Nathanson, 

& Paulhus, 2010). Thus, the core definition of plagiarism is an act of stealing 

someone’s intellectual property including words, opinions and/or pictures by 

failing to give him/her credit. Cheating, academic misconduct/ 

dishonesty/crime, and stealing intellectual property are used interchangeably 

in defining plagiarism. 

 

2. Forms of Plagiarism   

Some studies investigate types of plagiarism. First, direct plagiarism refers 

to copying word-by-word from others’ work without using quotation marks 

or crediting the source (Bowdoin, n.d.). Second, mosaic plagiarism occurs 

when only a few words are changed, leading to a failure in the practice of 

paraphrasing and direct quotation (Harvard College, n.d.). Third, when a 

paper owner resubmits his/her previous work either to other classes or to 

other lecturers without gaining permission from all lecturers involved, it is 

known as self-plagiarism. Accidental plagiarism is an unintentional use of 

somebody’s work (CBB, n.d.). Last but not least, back-translation, a new 

form of plagiarism, happens when a passage or an article is translated from 

the original language to another language and then translated back to the 

original language by the use of the Internet, and in doing so decreases the 

chance of being caught (Jones, 2009). A review of studies of plagiarism 

from 1941 through 2005 found that the extent of students plagiarizing ranges 

from 20 to 75 percent in any form of plagiarism (Harris 2001; Carroll 2002; 

Park 2003; Hart & Friesner 2004). A longitudinal study of cheating 

behaviors at multiple campuses, carried out by McCabe, Trevino and Klebe 

(1996), reveals the figure of students committing plagiarism in a 1963 and 

1993 study to be 30% and 26% respectively. 

 

3. Causes of plagiarism 

3.1. Social and cultural factors 

Some researches attempted to discover the factors that influence students to 

plagiarize. “The concept of plagiarism is fully embedded within a social, 

political, and cultural matrix that cannot be meaningfully separated from its 
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interpretation”, claimed Scollon (1995, p. 23). For instance, according to 

social norms theory, perceived behaviors that individuals judge as 

appropriate are affected by observing how other people act; therefore, if 

cheating is committed by the majority of students, the minority group will 

assume that this act is acceptable in academic settings (Fish & Hura, 2013). 

Peer pressure or perception of peer behavior encourages learners to deceive 

themselves in thinking that copying someone’s work is acceptable (McCabe 

and Trevino, 1996). Additionally, Park (2003) demonstrates that students 

who are under family pressure to maintain good grades are often apt to cheat 

on their schoolwork. Students from different cultures view academic 

dishonesty differently; as a consequence, the number of incidents differs 

from one culture to another. To illustrate, one study from Lancaster 

University finds that 20% of Asian, 40% of Chinese, 21% of Greek and 19% 

of British students copy materials, almost word for word, from any source 

and turn it in as own work at least once or more than once (Introna et al., 

2003). 

 

3.2. Teaching style and learning process 

Teaching methodology and learning processes play a role in shaping 

students’ idea of plagiarism (Maxwell, Curtis & Vardanega, 2008). Teaching 

methodology supported by Barnas (2000) and learning processes or 

classroom culture corroborated by Brown (2012) and Feldman (2001) bring 

about incidents of plagiarism. To illustrate, in the olden days, Chinese 

students had to memorize thousands of classic Confucian texts in order to 

pass civil service exams (Bloch & Chi, 1995). Also, giving away lecture 

notes and handouts in class contribute to the practice of memorization 

(Chan, 1999). As a consequence, students acquire the notion of ‘learned 

plagiarism’ as they are taught to memorize and copy somebody’s intellectual 

property rather than to create their own (Deckert, 1992).   

 

3.3. Gender and plagiarism 

Correlation studies of gender and plagiarism concluded that gender has an 

imminent effect on academic misconduct. For example, an empirical review 

of 107 studies done by Whitley (1998) provides sufficient evidence that 

more male students engaged in cheating than female students. This claim is 

supported by two studies of plagiarism (Selwyn, 2008; Smith, Ghzali, & 

Minhad, 2007), which find less female students commit plagiarism 

compared to male students. 
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3.4. Technology and plagiarism 

Advances in technology have provided students with easy access to millions 

of sources, which results in a higher rate of academic crime (Jones, 2011; 

Wang, 2008). As some articles on blogs or websites do not have authors’ 

names or other relevant information listed, students unintentionally 

plagiarize others’ work. Other research draws a relationship between 

plagiarism and students’ characteristics including moral issues, self-esteem, 

achievements and motivation predispostions (Angell, 2006; Rettinger & 

Kramer, 2009).  

 

3.5. Miscellaneous factors 

Other factors associated with academic dishonesty are carefully explained in 

many studies, such as poor time management (Park, 2003), the alternations 

in today’s lifestyle compared to earlier generations (Harris, 2001; Howell, 

William et al., 2003), “content problems, laziness, language problems, desire 

for a better product, lack of confidence, lack of awareness, work 

management, unmotivating tasks, lack of resources and deliberate choices” 

(Yakovchuk, 2006). 

 

4. Solutions to plagiarism 

Aside from the studies focusing on of causes of plagiarism, a large number 

of studies focus on possible solutions to avoid plagiarism. Students and 

teachers are the key actors in alleviating academic misconduct. Moreover, 

common practices that are introduced by educational articles are 

paraphrasing, summarizing, citing and quoting by using quotation marks, 

and despite the fact that students are aware of those strategies to combat 

plagiarism, they commit errors to some certain extent. “Forget about 

policing plagiarism. Just teach”, a title article of Howard (2001a), presents 

an in-depth overview on how to deal with academic misconduct. Anderson 

(2009) suggested some useful solutions: allowing students to use plagiarism 

detection, teaching and assisting them to write an accurate article with 

references, and providing feedback. According to WPA Council, institutions 

or universities can help improve the quality of writing by (1) introducing 

plagiarism and setting clear policies, (2) adjusting assignment design, (3) 

providing a variety of sources and encouraging reading, (4) “work on 

plagiarism responsibly”, and (5) imposing punishment. As technology 

becomes more advanced, plagiarism software detection programs such as 

CopyCatch, EduTie.com, HowOriginal.com, IntegriGuard Online and the 

like are created to help eliminate plagiarism; those programs are either fee-

based or free services (Talab, 2013).  



  

113 

 

 

In summary, there are an abundance of research studies on plagiarism, most 

of which are concerned with causes and solutions. Moreover, the research 

has been mostly conducted in Western countries. What is missing in existing 

research is the perception of students towards plagiarism, especially in 

context of Cambodian university students. Therefore, this research paper has 

been conducted to achieve the following objectives: 

 

1. To identify the extent to which UC students are aware that they are 

plagiarizing their school work; 

2. To examine their perspective towards plagiarism – is it positive or 

negative?; 

3. To distinguish their attitudes about plagiarism in the context of their term 

of study.  

 

Since there is little research on plagiarism in Cambodian universities, the 

aim of this study, in the long term, is to provide a background for future 

thorough investigative research to provide in-depth understanding about 

plagiarism and effective solutions to alleviate this issue in academic settings. 

 
  

III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

We designed our research based on one important research tool: a 

questionnaire. The questionnaire we designed is to test UC students’ 

understanding of plagiarism, their perception toward plagiarism and the 

differences in understanding about plagiarism depending on their term. The 

first part of our questionnaire is to establish some of the students’ basic 

information such as their gender, term, age and major. The second part of the 

questionnaire involves close-ended questions, which resemble a quiz. The 

intention is to test their understanding of plagiarism first, before asking them 

about the definition of plagiarism in the open question section. The closed-

ended questions range from obvious actions that constitute plagiarism to 

some not so obvious ones. The open question section asks them about the 

definition of plagiarism as well as their feeling toward having to avoid it, 

though we did not ask them direct questions about personally committing 

plagiarism, because most students don’t want to believe or admit they have 

participated in any plagiarizing activity, and we wanted to avoid activating 

their defense mechanisms. In short, the close-ended section focused on 

collecting quantitative data about the depth of their understanding while the 
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open question section aimed to collect qualitative data about their perception 

toward plagiarism. 

2. Data collection approach and sample size 

We randomly selected 101 UC students who are currently enrolled in an 

International Track Bachelor degree program. We focused on this area of the 

UC population because our questionnaire was conducted exclusively in 

English and it would make no sense to ask Khmer track students at UC to 

answer a questionnaire they may not be able to understand. We handed out 

the questionnaire for them to answer in hard copy, as well through an online 

medium to help ease our data collection. 

3. Sampling and data analysis method 

We exclusively used Microsoft Excel to analyze the data that we have 

collected from the questionnaire. The sampling method and the data analysis 

centered around trying to differentiate the answers by term and gender as 

well as the overall general responses in order to recognize any consistent 

patterns in the students’ answers. As for the qualitative data from the open 

question section, we looked for similar answers and grouped them together 

in order to find the percentage of the similarities.  After we found 

determined the consistencies in the close-ended question section and 

grouped the general responses in the open question section, we proceeded 

with a basic conclusive analysis based on the patterns established and the 

grouped responses. 

 
IV. Findings and Data Analysis  

1. Findings 

The first section of the survey asked the respondents to analyze each phrase 

and determine whether it was plagiarism, not plagiarism or could not be 

determined for the purpose of establishing the extent to which they 

understand the concept of plagiarism. The findings of those fifteen phrases 

are listed as follows: (see Table 3; note, most figures and tables can be found 

in Appendix B) For the first question, 77.23 percent of the students believed 

it was plagiarism, while 14.85 percent of them thought it was not and 8 

percent of them were not sure whether it was plagiarism or not. 

 

The results for questions 2, 3, 4 and 5, which aimed at dealing with issue of 

plagiarism by using methods of rewriting, paraphrasing, using quotation 

marks, and changing sentence structures, showed various opinions towards 
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plagiarism from question to question. For Q2, 72.28 percent believed it was 

plagiarism, whereas only 18.81 percent of them claimed it was not and 8.9 

percent of them were not able to determine. For Q3, the large proportion of 

students chose the answer as plagiarism compared to those who selected not 

plagiarism and unsure answers; the figures were 52.48%, 35.64% and 

11.88% respectively. The results for Q4 showed that 47.52 percent of 

respondents considered it as plagiarism; 28.71 percent said it was not and the 

rest, 23.76 percent, was unable to identify. 34.65 percent of the respondents 

identified Q5 as plagiarism, while the claim that it was not plagiarism was at 

42.57 percent, and 22.77 percent were unsure.  

 

Academic collusion was the topic of Q6, Q7 and Q8. While 56.44 percent of 

the students ascertained Q6 as plagiarism, 28.71 percent claimed it was not 

and the other 14.85 percent had no opinion. The results of Q7 indicated that 

29.7 percent determined it as plagiarism; 53.47 percent as not plagiarism, 

and 16.83 percent as unsure. For Q8, 17.82 per cent of the students perceived 

it as plagiarism; 70.3 percent believed it was not and 11.88 were unable to 

identify. 

 

Skills in reference and citation were tested in questions 9 through 15. The 

results of Q9 showed that 49.5%, 29.7% and 20.79% selected plagiarism, not 

plagiarism and not sure respectively. For Q10, 29.7 percent of the 

respondents believed that it was plagiarism, 36.63 percent believed it was 

not and 33.06 was unsure. While 23.76 percent said Q11 was plagiarism, 

45.54 percent said it was not and 30.69 was not sure. For Q12, 13.86 percent 

of the respondents thought it was plagiarism, while 64.36 percent thought 

not and 21.78 percent was unsure. 24.75 percent identified Q13 as 

plagiarism, 47.52 percent did not think so and 27.72 percent was unsure. The 

results of Q14 indicated that 19.8 percent determined it to be plagiarism, 

63.37 percent as not plagiarism, and 16.83 percent was unsure. For the last 

question, Q15, 22.77%, 59.41% and 17.82% considered it as plagiarism, not 

plagiarism and unsure respectively. 

 

The second section of the survey looked at students’ personal viewed about 

plagiarism, mainly focused on its definition, how to use citations and 

references, which are important methods in avoiding plagiarism in academic 

work, and the necessity of citing and referencing. 

 

In the case of Q1, ‘what is plagiarism?’ 22.87 percent students defined as the 

act of copying without giving credit, 24.85 percent believed it was copying 
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without reference and citation and 41.58 percent classified it as copying 

from others’ work, books and websites. The last 10 percent selected the no 

comment option (see figure 2). The number of the students who know how 

to use citation (Q2) is lower than those who don’t know; the figure was 40.5 

percent compared to 56 percent. The other 3 percent did not express their 

opinions (see figure 3). Around 40 percent of the respondents know how to 

cite sources (Q3). Among them, 13% noted quotation marks, 11% noted 

APA style, 7% noted author naming, and 3% noted footnotes. More than 60 

percent of the respondents had no ideas about how to cite sources (see figure 

4). The results of Q4 ‘do you know how to use references?’ showed that 

80.20 percent said yes, while 18.80 percent said no (see figure 5). 

 

There are a variety of opinions regarding the need to use citation in academic 

work (Q5). In terms of being a student in higher education, 16 percent of 

them stated that it was their responsibility to use proper citation, and 13 

percent believed that it was very easy to find more information for their 

further research or study. Additionally, using citations was one way of 

giving credit to authors and avoiding plagiarism, and the figure that sited this 

was 21 percent. Another 13 percent said that it was very important to use 

citations, and only 5 percent thought that their assignment papers were more 

professional if they used citations. While 13 percent of the respondents had 

other views such as stress, complexity and laziness when using citation, 25 

percent did not mention anything regarding this matter (see figure 6). 

 

2. Data analysis  

The first thing we noticed about the perceptions of The University of 

Cambodia students was that most of them understand the basic concept of 

plagiarism. They were able give, at least partially, correct definitions on the 

open questions for example in the first question, “To you, what is 

plagiarism?” they responded with answers such as copying other’s work, 

copying someone’s work without giving credit, not using references and 

citations. However, what is peculiar is the results from the close-ended part 

of our questionnaire that catch our attention. 

 

The first and second questions of our questionnaire mainly focused on 

copying materials without giving references and citations received a 74.55 

percent average of students stating that those actions are to be considered as 

plagiarism. We tried to further differentiate the perceptions of the students 

by categorizing their terms stating from term 1 to term 3, term 4 to term 6 

and term 7 to term 11, which we have found out that an average of 66 
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percent of term 1 to term 3 students were aware that copying materials 

without giving reference and citation is considered plagiarism. For the term 

4 to term 6 students, an average of 75 percent of them believed those actions 

are plagiarism. And an average of 78.57 percent of term 7 to term 11 

students considered it as plagiarism. If we are to look at the responses of the 

first two questions, we might conclude that the higher term students are more 

aware about plagiarism. However, when we look at the third question in the 

close-ended section part of our questionnaire, we found something 

interesting. About 52 percent of term 1 to term 3 students think that 

rewriting or paraphrasing material from any source without saying where the 

original material comes from is considered as plagiarism. 65 percent of term 

4 to term 6 students considered the same thing. Pausing at this we see that it 

follows the same pattern of the first two questions, which is that the higher 

term students have a better understanding about plagiarism. However, only 

48.21 percent of the term 7 to term 11 students considered that action as 

plagiarism.  

 

Starting from this point that we start to notice the irregularity of 

differentiation between lower term and higher term students. It is clear that 

we cannot define their understanding based on term and that almost all of 

them have some understanding of the definition of plagiarism but the depth 

of their understanding is not as deep as we thought prior to the distribution 

of our questionnaire. We tried to tweak the data we have collected through 

our questionnaire to find any peculiar differences in categorization. Our next 

attempt involved the gender of the students who took the questionnaire. We 

analyzed the first three questions based on gender to find out any significant 

differences between the genders. It turned out that quite a few more female 

students tend to think that the first three actions mentioned in our 

questionnaire are considered as plagiarism.  

 

However, only the first questions (42.57% (female) to 34.65% (male)) do 

female students show a sizable increase in understanding, the percentage in 

understanding in the second and third questions remains quite close. Both 

genders start to show a more shallow understanding of how to avoid 

plagiarism by dropping in percentage drastically from question 1 to question 

3, which is 42.57 percent to 28.71 for females and 34.65 percent to 23.76 

percent for males. Noticing these patterns we analyzed the general responses 

and responses by term and we noticed a drop in percentage of students who 

consider those actions as plagiarism from questions 1 to questions 3 as well. 

As we have mentioned in the methodology section of this paper, the close-
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ended questions were meant to test the understanding of students about 

plagiarism. The higher the question number is, the more in-depth about the 

understanding of plagiarism it becomes. We further analyzed their responses 

toward other questions and find out that less and less of UC students 

considered the more in-depth scenarios to be plagiarism. 

 
Table 1: General response of UC students of the first 3 questions 

  Survey Response (Percentage) 

Question Plagiarism 
Not 

Plagiarism 

Not 

Sure 

1 

Cutting and pasting material 

from various sources and 

included in the written report 

without referencing where it 

comes from 

77.23% 14.85% 7.92% 

2 

Copying materials with 

substantive length from the 

original source, without the 

use of quotation marks 

72.28% 18.81% 8.91% 

3 

Rewriting or paraphrasing the 

material from any source 

without saying where the 

original material comes from 

52.48% 35.64% 11.88% 

 

 
Table 2: Response by gender of UC students for the first three questions 

   Q1 Q2 Q3 

Female=59 

Plagiarism 42.57% 38.61% 28.71% 

Not Plagiarism 11.88% 13.86% 21.78% 

Not Sure 3.96% 5.94% 7.92% 

Male=42 

Plagiarism 34.65% 33.66% 23.76% 

Not Plagiarism 2.97% 4.95% 13.86% 

Not Sure 3.96% 2.97% 3.96% 
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Table 3: Response by term of UC students for the first 3 questions 

 Term 1-3 Term 4-6 

Q Plagiarism 
Not 

Plagiarism 

Not 

Sure 
Plagiarism 

Not 

Plagiarism 

Not 

Sure 

1 68.00% 24.00% 8.00% 80.00% 15.00% 5.00% 

2 64.00% 24.00% 
12.00

% 
70.00% 15.00% 15.00% 

3 52.00% 36.00% 
12.00

% 
65.00% 30.00% 5.00% 

 

 Term 7-11 

Q Plagiarism 
Not 

Plagiarism 

Not 

Sure 

1 68.00% 24.00% 8.00% 

2 64.00% 24.00% 12.00% 

3 52.00% 36.00% 12.00% 

 

 

As you can see in the above tables, the drop rates in percentage of students 

who understand plagiarism is relatively consistent. To further conclude our 

findings and analysis, we looked closely at the actions in the questionnaire 

that are considered to be plagiarism and used those questions to analyze the 

pattern of the drop rate. It turns out that the drop is relatively steady as the 

questions become more in-depth. The few raises in percentage are from 

those actions which are obvious and match the simple definition of 

plagiarism, while the majority of students could not correctly identify the 

more complicated actions of plagiarism.  

 

In short, our data analysis shows that there is not much difference in the 

understanding of plagiarism of UC students based on their term and sex. 

The consistent trend is that UC students tend to notice only the obvious 

actions that match the definition they gave in the open question about 

plagiarism, and not the other small details of avoiding plagiarism. 
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Figure 1: Questions that contain plagiarism actions and the percentage of students 

who noticed it 

 

 

V. Discussion  

In the study, almost two-fourths of the respondents perceived copying from 

others’ work either from books or website articles as plagiarism. 

Furthermore, one-fourth perceived copying without accurate references or 

citation as plagiarism, and less than one forth perceived copying without 

giving credit to authors as plagiarism. In spite of being able to define what 

plagiarism is, a large number of the respondents could not differentiate what 

constituted plagiarism in their assignments.  “Copying two or more simple 

sentences from the original source into a complex or combined sentence”, 

one of examples of committing plagiarism, was identified as not plagiarism 

by a majority of students. They also had little understanding about citation 

methods.  

 

The findings of the study: UC undergraduate students had little knowledge 

of the concept of plagiarism. This is similar to the findings of other studies 

carried out in Western universities (Helen, 2008; Ashworth & Bannister 

1997; Roig 1997). Additionally, the study agreed with other research on 

Asian undergraduate students’ personal view of plagiarism. For instance, 

Taiwanese students defined plagiarism as “copying something or someone’s 

idea without reference,” according to a survey of plagiarism carried out by 

Helen (2008). 

 

 



  

121 

 

VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 

To recapitulate, there is a limited understanding about plagiarism among 

students of The University of Cambodia due to the fact that they are not able 

to distinguish clearly what activity is considered as plagiarism and what is 

not, although they can define the term plagiarism. According to the findings 

of the study, students hold a negative attitude toward plagiarism, for it is 

equivalent to academic crime. Moreover, those studying in foundation year 

are less familiar with the concept of plagiarism compared to those in their 

second, third and fourth year.    

 

Despite the fact that the findings from this research paper cannot be 

generalized to include the overall attitudes toward plagiarism of all 

university students in Cambodia in academic settings because of the small 

sample size selected from only one institution, the study helps raise 

awareness of the issues surrounding students’ understanding of plagiarism 

and provides a background for future research on a similar topic. In addition, 

incidences of plagiarism will be greatly reduced in Cambodian academics, if 

there are further studies aimed at improving students’ understanding of 

plagiarism that examine clear causes and come up with effective solutions. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

This study which is being carried out by a group of RES301 of University of 

Cambodia aims to explore the UC students’ perception about plagiarism. We 

would appreciate your honest responses to the questionnaire and it is very 

important that you respond to all the questions. Your answers are 

confidential with us and used only for academic purposes. This questionnaire 

will take about 15 minutes. Thank you for taking your time to complete this 

survey. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 This questionnaire is divided into two parts: open- and close-ended 

questions 

 The close-ended questions consist of a number of phrases about how 

you perceive what actions are known as plagiarism. 

 1 = Plagiarism  

 2 = Not plagiarism 

 3 = Unsure  

 Remember that your answer are neither right or wrong and please try 

not to use 3 (unsure), unless you really have to.  

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Age: ___________________________   Gender: 

_________________ 

Major: __________________________   Term: 

___________________ 

 

 

I. CLOSE-ENDED QUESTIONS: PERCEPTION TOWARDS 

PLAGRIARISM  

1 

Cutting and pasting material from various sources 

and included in  

the written report without referencing where it comes 

from. 

1     2     3 

2 

Copying materials with substantive length from the 

original source, 

without the use of quotation marks. 

1     2     3 

3 
Rewriting or paraphrasing the material from any 

source without  
1     2     3 
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Saying where the original material comes from. 

4 

Material is copied almost word by word by deleting 

or adding one of few words, or reordering the 

sentence, or change the tense or numbers. 

1     2     3 

5 
Copying two or more simple sentences from the 

original source into a complex or combined sentence. 
1     2     3 

6 

Borrowing peer student’s assignment for referencing 

and copying a large section of his/her work, though 

there may be some differences elsewhere. 

1     2     3 

7 

Borrowing a senior student’s assignment for 

reference and imitating the senior student’s structure 

and methods. 

1     2     3 

8 
Discussing the assignment with other students and 

produce a similar report or exam answers 
1     2     3 

9 

Cutting and pasting material from various sources 

and included in the written report and at the reference 

section listing out the source of the information. 
1     2     3 

10 
Citing or referencing in the reference section any 

paper that you have not cited in your report. 
1     2     3 

11 
Citing or referencing a paper in the reference section 

that you have not read. 
1     2     3 

12 
Writing your own ideas on a topic then making up the 

names of reference to put next to them. 
1     2     3 

13 
Putting a full bibliography but omitting citation in the 

text. 
1     2     3 

14 Reading an article and rewrite into your own word. 1     2     3 

15 
Constructing a paragraph from quotations, with 

citation after each, and a few words of your own. 
1     2     3 

Adopted from: Helen, S.T. (2008). Australian universities’ review. 

Plagiarism: Academic dishonesty or ‘blind spot’ of multicultural education?. 

50(2).  

 

II. OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS  

1. To you, what is plagiarism? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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2. Do you know how to use citation?    Yes    No 

3. List down some methods of citing sources.  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

4. Do you know how to put references?  Yes    No 

5. What do you feel about the need to use citation? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

This is the end of questionnaire! 

Thank you for your participation! 
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Appendix B 

 

Table 3: Responses to Section I of Survey 

  Survey Response (Percentage) 

Question Plagiarism Not 

Plagiarism 

Not Sure 

1 

Cutting and pasting material from 

various sources and included in 

the written report without 

referencing where it comes from. 

77.23% 14.85% 7.92% 

2 

Copying materials with 

substantive length from the 

original source, without the use of 

quotation marks 

72.28% 18.81% 8.91% 

3 

Rewriting or paraphrasing the 

material from any source without 

saying where the original material 

comes from. 

52.48% 35.64% 11.88% 

4 

Material is copied almost word by 

word by deleting or adding one of 

few words, or reordering the 

sentence, or change the tense or 

numbers. 

47.52% 28.71% 23.76% 

5 

Copying two or more simple 

sentences from the original source 

into a complex or combined 

sentence 

34.65% 42.57% 22.77% 

6 

Borrowing peer student’s 

assignment for referencing and 

copying a large section of his/her 

work, though there may be some 

differences elsewhere. 

56.44% 28.71% 14.85% 

7 

Borrowing a senior student’s 

assignment for reference and 

imitating the senior student’s 

structure and methods. 

29.70% 53.47% 16.83% 

8 

Discussing the assignment with 

other students and produce a 

similar report or exam answers. 

17.82% 70.30% 11.88% 
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9 

Cutting and pasting material from 

various sources and included in 

the written report and at the 

reference section listing out the 

source of the information. 

49.50% 29.70% 20.79% 

10 

Citing or referencing in the 

reference section any paper that 

you have not cited in your report. 

29.70% 36.63% 33.66% 

11 

Citing or referencing a paper in 

the reference section that you 

have not read. 

23.76% 45.54% 30.69% 

12 

Writing your own ideas on a topic 

then making up the names of 

reference to put next to them 

13.86% 64.36% 21.78% 

13 
Putting a full bibliography but 

omitting citation in the text. 
24.75% 47.52% 27.72% 

14 
Reading an article and rewrite 

into your own word. 
19.80% 63.37% 16.83% 

15 

Constructing a paragraph from 

quotations, with citation after 

each, and a few words of your 

own. 

22.77% 59.41% 17.82% 

 

 

Figure 2: What is plagiarism? 
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Figure 3: Do you know how to use citation?  

 

 
Figure 4: What citation methods do you use in your work? 

 

  
Figure 5: Do you know how to put references?  
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Figure 6: What do you feel about the need to put references? 

 
 

Table 4: Response to section I of survey categorized by term 
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Table 5: Response to section I of survey categorized by gender 
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Abstract 

 
This research studied about the increase of KTVs in Cambodia. 

The government and the people are trying to develop the country 

in many sectors, especially the business sector.  Along with this 

development, we can see that the amount of KTVs has 

increased. Our research attempts to know what are the 

advantages and disadvantages of this growth of KTVs and what 

are the perspectives of Cambodian people on KTVs. We gave 

one hundred questionnaires to mostly young people, and our 

research has shown that people believe that KTVs have helped 

increase the economic capital of families and it has helped 

reduce the unemployment rate by increasing job opportunities 

for Cambodians who are poor. KTVs are also places for 

entertainment where people can relax and enjoy their time with 

family and friends, and they can reduce their stress. We also 

found that many people think KTVs are a waste of time and 

money, as people spend their money not only for singing but 

also for drinking or tipping girls who work there for special 

services. Moreover, KTVs can be a place of sexual exploitation 

for some. All of these can ruin families or bring diseases into 

families, and many people are concerned about the 

consequences of drinking and driving after going to KTVs. 

 

I. Introduction 

1. Background of the study 

Currently, Cambodia is trying to develop all sectors such as agriculture, 

industry, tourism, and business in order to grow the economy. Along with 

this economic development, the Cambodian government has allowed 

foreigners to invest in Cambodia and has encouraged Cambodian people to 

start their own businesses in the country. The number of Karaoke Television 
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Houses (KTVs) has increased and has become very popular in Cambodia 

society for the last decade.  

 

According to G. G. Sha (1992), KTV originated from karaoke from Japan. 

“Karaoke means singing in a public stage with the accompaniment of an 

orchestra without anybody. However, it needs consumer with courage and 

dare to sing in the public but not the case for everyone.” DCAMEA (2000) 

defines the term KTVs as “a singing place that provides an independent and 

private room for consumers to sing with a vocal accompaniment video tape 

broadcasted on a larger television and stereo facility. Beverages and meals 

are also provided for consumers.” Based on the definition, the term KTVs 

lays beyond on a place that people can sing alone or as the group through the 

television in the personal room, and the consumers can also drink or take 

meals in that room. 

 

“In 1997, the Cambodian government decided to close down all brothels” 

(Seng, Pol & Srey, 1999). Because of this case, the people in Phnom Penh 

could see prostitutes appear in many  beer gardens, night clubs, snooker 

clubs, massage salons, karaoke parlors, barber shops, hidden brothels and on 

the street (So, 2005). “The Prime Minister of Cambodia ordered an abrupt 

closure of all karaoke bars in order to protect people from criminal activities 

associated with the venues. (Green, 2003). However, karaoke bars were soon 

allowed to resume operation and based on the statistics compiled by the 

Ministry of Tourism, there were 400 karaoke venues operating again by the 

year 2010” (Sun, 2011). 

 
2. Problem Statement 

Due to the dramatic growth of KTVs in Cambodia society nowadays, there 

are many different arguments and perspectives toward the increase of KTVs.  

Some people argue that Cambodian people can go to KTVs in order to sing 

for relaxation after they feel stressed or tired from their tasks or they can 

celebrate parties such as for birthdays or reunions in those KTVs. Moreover, 

those KTVs can help increase job opportunities for Cambodians, especially 

for those who didn’t get higher education like others. In contrast, some 

people claim that it is not a good place ever for Cambodian people because 

many people have died after drinking at KTV houses, and that they cause 

bad impacts on Cambodia’s culture and society as well. This research paper 

will analyze the perspectives about KTVs in Cambodia and what are the 

positive impacts and negative impacts from these KTVs.   
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3. Research questions  

1.  What are the advantages of the increase of KTVs in Cambodia?  

2.  What are the disadvantages of the increase of KTVs in Cambodia? 

 

4. Research objectives 

The objectives of this research paper are  

 To see what are the positive impacts of KTVs for Cambodian people 

and society.  

 To see what are the negative impacts of KTVs for Cambodian people 

and society.  

 To see what are the perspectives of Cambodian people toward the 

increase of KTVs. 

 

5. Scope 

This research paper will investigate the good impacts and bad impacts of 

KTVs in the Cambodian context only. The data of research is covered only 

in 2017. The sample size of this project was 100 people, and most of the 

respondents were teenagers and young adults (13-33 years old). Some 

respondents were from Phnom Penh and some people were from the 

province. 

 

 

II. Literature Review  

1. What are KTVs? 

“KTV bars are places where people can do karaoke. Karaoke is an activity 

where people sing famous songs. The words to the songs are displayed on a 

TV screen and people sing them out loud. Karaoke was invented in Japan in 

the 1980s and became popular around the world in the 1990s. The global 

karaoke market is estimated to be worth $10 billion” (Lettice Blogger, 

2017). 

 

KTV bars are set up inside similar such as individual karaoke rooms, with 

decorations, party lights, and comfortable sofas. We can take the songs we 

want in the list that the system has set up by using a touchscreen computer or 

an app on our phone. We can also order food and drinks which we are 

allowed to consume inside the karaoke room. Karaoke is a really fun 

activity, it draws friends, family and colleagues to be free and closer together 

by the singing and dancing. (Lettice Blogger, 2017) 
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According to Daphne & Glenn (2013) “In Cambodia, a karaoke venue, 

which is commonly referred to as Karaoke TV (KTV), is unique. Once 

inside, one could see young women all “dolled up” sitting on long sofas and 

waiting to greet customers. Upon arrival, the customers are ushered to a 

private, air-conditioned room with exotic lightings that exude fun, 

relaxation, and pleasure. A short while later, the supervisors parade and 

showcase the women who are then chosen by the customers, an act that is 

culturally shameful to the women. Once picked, the women stay with the 

customers to sing, drink, and dance. However, some customers expect more 

than that: holding, touching, kissing, and fondling. These behaviors very 

much cross the cultural boundaries of space between a man and a woman, 

and if such behavior takes place, the woman is seen as looked down upon 

and not valuable.” 

 

2. The Advantages of KTVs in Cambodia 

2.1. KTVs for entertainment 

Previous research studies have proposed the motives that drive consumers to 

KTV, which include organizing a social party for family or friends, being 

able to meet with family or friends, seeking entertainment and excitement, 

escaping the daily routine, avoiding trouble, practicing singing, relaxing 

from stress, venting feeling or emotion, and feeling content (Su, 2006; 

Cheng, 1993 & Chen, 2006). “KTV is a “heterologous space for 

experiencing imagination” and “the great decoration of the independent and 

private room” (Zhang, 1993).  Zhang indicates that the living room like 

design of the KTV room provides a place for consumers to have fun with 

friends. The KTV room is an isolated, safe, and private place and can make a 

small group enjoy themselves by singing songs without any disturbance. 

 

2.2. KTVs as places to build relationships 

The songs used for singing, the stars that perform the songs, and the vocal 

accompaniment video tape in the KTV room all can be the topic to talk and 

encourage pleasant feelings of interpersonal relationships. The motives for 

consumers to go to KTV can classified to inner drives that would guide 

individual behavior and pull-based motives induced by the service itself that 

would strengthen the push-based motives. The three main push power of 

internal needs for consumer to KTV are ‘improve interpersonal relationship 

through self-expression by singing songs,’ ‘entertainment,’ and ‘organizing a 

social party.’ (Fodness, 1994 & Gnoth, 1997). 
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2.3. KTVs brings benefits to Cambodians 

Cristina & Vandy (2016) noted that some workers at KTVs can work fewer 

hours yet earn more money than other jobs, such as a factory worker or at a 

massage parlor. Other researchers interviewed 50 ladies who were working 

in KTVs and noted that “The respondents worked an average of 70.7 hours 

per week. Income for past three months ranged from 175 USD to 1,340 USD 

and the median income was 420 USD. The range of weekly income for 

respondents was from 17.50 to 95 USD while the average was 42.18 USD.”  

 

Income for respondents was divided into three different components: salary 

given from the owner of the KTV venue, tips from the customers, and 

incentives for drinking beer, ordering food, or booking rooms for customers. 

Their weekly salary ranged from 12.50 to 35 USD and averaged 24.45 USD. 

Of the 50 respondents, 23 indicated earning between 31 and 45 USD per 

week while 12 earned between 46 and 60 USD, ten earned between 15 and 

30 USD, two earned between 61 and 75 USD, two also earned between 76 

and 90 USD, and one earned between 91 and 105 USD. Tips earned in the 

previous week ranged from 0 to 50 USD and averaged 16.85 USD. Finally, 5 

respondents indicated receiving incentives ranging from 1.50 to 30 USD” 

(Daphne, M. & Glenn, M. 2016). 

 

3. The Disadvantages of KTVs in Cambodia 

Beside the entertainment that KTVs provide by singing, drinking or acting as 

a place to gather group friends for some celebrations, KTVs have brought 

negative points to society such as human trafficking, sexual exploitation, 

different deceases and family’s love (Sokheng. V, 2001; Nariddh. M, 1995; 

Chung, 2006). 

 

3.1. KTVs are involved human trafficking and sexual exploitation 

In Asia, human trafficking and sexual exploitation through KTVs, brothels, 

clubs, night bars, massage parlors and sauna establishments, video game 

rooms and sex telephone booths are on the rise. Countries such as Cambodia, 

Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Macau, Philippines, Taiwan, and 

Thailand are well known for sexual exploitation, sex trade and even child 

sex trade. There are the biggest markets “women entertainers” from those 

countries, the number of women are around 200,000 (Daphne.M; Glenn. M, 

Sorvino. M, Special to CNN 2013). For example, Kongkea (2016) has 

posted on Khmer Times that: “Two female managers at a Phnom Penh 

karaoke parlor (KTV) were yesterday sentenced to seven years in prison by 

the Phnom Penh Municipal Court after being found guilty of selling the 
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sexual services of four females aged between 15 and 21 in May.” According 

to Princess Norodom Soma (2012). “There are so many karaoke bars 

throughout our city, but it was difficult to find one that was appropriate for 

my friends, their parents and me to go to.” 

 

In many KTV bars in Cambodia, customers enjoy singing, dancing, drinking 

and having a pleasant time. However, in some KTV bars, men enjoy other 

perks with young women. Many karaoke girls augment their income by 

moonlighting as prostitutes. Customers of KTV bars range from tourists, 

expats and foreigners to local Khmers, and sexual exploitation of girls in 

Cambodia has increased as a result of the financial crisis. (Norodom, 2012).  

Nuth Nin Doeurn, Secretary of State for the Ministry of Tourism, told the 

Post that "Our restriction on Karaoke is because of our concern about drugs 

and human trafficking, prostitution and any gambling occurring behind this 

kind of business. We are concerned about 'silent' prostitution which might be 

booming in karaokes" (Vong, 2001). 

 

Five years after the article was written by Princess Norodom Soma, Phnom 

Penh has even more KTVs. Before, most of the foreigners sought KTVs for 

their pleasure and now Cambodians are doing that as well, and we can find 

them in KTV bars, even low or high standard. People usually come by group 

or individual either, some of them come singing, dancing, drinking with 

friends but many of them come to drink and search for girls. Many girls also 

said sex was routinely supplied to customers outside the premises if they 

were willing to pay for it (Princess Norodom, 2012; Cristina. Vandy, 2016; 

Vong, 2011). 

 

Many women have entered the sex industry because of a lack of opportunity, 

as well as poor working conditions at the different factories. The girls can 

earn more money, and have a more comfortable environment, by becoming 

prostitutes in KTV bars. Some karaoke-bar owners run a clean operation, but 

many of them hire girls to perform sexual acts with the customers. Clients 

negotiate a price, pay a bar fine to take girls off the premises, and enjoy a 

few hours, or a night, with them. Prostitution is illegal in Cambodia, and the 

government has banned songs that encourage infidelity from being played in 

KTV bars. But with thousands of go-go girls and karaoke hostesses, this 

country is famous for sex tourism (Norodom, 2012). 
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3.2. KTV bars have brought different diseases 

After performing sexual acts with men, the girls may be affected by different 

diseases. Dr. Tea Phala, the National Program Manager of the Inter-

Ministerial Committee for AIDS and STD Prevention and Control, said, 

“Many bar girls were taken by customers to hotels or guest houses after 

dancing to spend the night with them. The women were often not aware of 

the need to use condoms or could not convince the men to use them.”  

(Narridh, 1995 and Caroline. G, 2003).  The infected women could then 

infect others. Thousands of children in Cambodia have lost their parent and 

themselves got diseases from their parents with the cause tracing back to the 

sex industry in KTVs (Nariddh, 1995 and Caroline, 2003). 

 

3.3. KTVs have destroyed the Cambodia’s tradition and families’ love 

Some customers come to KTVs and expect holding, touching, kissing, and 

fondling. These behaviors very much cross the cultural boundaries of space 

between a man and a woman, and if such behavior takes place, the woman is 

seen as looked down upon and not valuable. In fact, the word prostitute is 

often translated as ‘broken woman’. This elicits a derogatory connotation 

rather than producing a sympathetic response (Daphne & Glenn, 2013). 

 

For Cambodians, the role of the husband and a father in the family is very 

important. In the Cambodian family, men support the family and are 

decision makers. They are to be strong in times of crisis and carry out the 

heavy duty chores. While men are responsible for providing shelter and food 

for their family, the husband is the head of the Khmer family and the wife 

also has considerable authority, which is exercised in family economics. 

However, these attitudes are changing rapidly (Enrickson). 

 
  

III. Research Methodology 

1. Research design 

We designed our research using a questionnaire as the research tool, which 

was created in order to know about the perspectives of Cambodian people 

about the good and bad points toward the increase of KTVs in Cambodia. 

The questionnaires are divided into 2 parts. It has an introduction which tells 

the respondents who the authors are, the research purpose, and a section that 

ensures the respondents that all questionnaires are anonymous and their 

information will be kept confidential. 

 

The questionnaires then has part A, which is concerned about the personal 

information of the respondents and part B, which relates to their perspectives 
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toward the KTVs. Both close-ended and open-ended questions were used in 

our questionnaires. A rating scale was also used in order to measure to what 

extent the good and bad points of KTVs. 

2. Data collection approach and sample size 

The sample size of this research was 100 people. The size was chosen due to 

the time of the course as well as the researchers’ experience. We randomly 

selected 100 people, most of whom are high school students and university 

students in Phnom Penh (Don Bosco, Methodist High School, and The 

University of Cambodia) from 17-33 years old. We focused on this area of 

population and our questionnaires are written in both English and Khmer 

because of some people, especially high school students, are still poor with 

English. Thus we made 30 questionnaires in Khmer and 70 in English.   

3. Sampling and data analysis method 

We used Microsoft Excel to analyze the data that we collected from those 

questionnaires. The sampling method and data analysis involved trying to 

differentiate the answers by age and gender as well as the overall general 

responses in order to recognize any consistent pattern of those people’s 

answers. As for the qualitative data from open question section, we used 

content analysis, where we found similar answers to the questions and 

grouped them together. 

 
IV. Findings and Data Analysis  

1. Findings 

The first three questions asked the respondents about their personal 

background such as gender, age and where they come from. Among a 

hundred samples of respondents, 70 percent were female and other 30 

percent were male. We categorized them into groups by age, specifically 

teens (17-19) belonging to 39 percent, young adults (20-25) which had 54 

percent and adults (26-36) which were 7 percent. And we also divided 

between people living in Phnom Penh and the provinces. The results show 

that 40 percent of respondents live in Phnom Penh, 58 percent come from 

provinces whereas other 2 percent did not respond.  

 

For question 4, 5 and 6 which asked the respondents about their own habits 

related to going to KTVs like, their purpose in going to KTVs, how often 

they go to KTVs and who they go with. The result of survey for question 4 

indicated that 50 percent of respondents go to KTVs for singing, 37 percent 
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said they go to KTVs to celebrate group parties, and only 3 percent go for 

drinking and 2 percent have other reasons. 

 

 
        Figure 1: Why do you go to KTVs? 

 
For question 5, 38 percent answered they rarely go to KTVs, 32 percent told 

they go sometimes, 28 percent claimed that they have never go to KTVs and 

only 1 percent said “Always” (see Figure 2). 

 

 
     Figure 2: How often do you go to KTVs? 

 

For question 6 revealed that the majority of respondents said they go to 

KTVs with friends (55%), while 20 percent go with family and only 3 

percent go with his/her boy/girlfriend. None of them go alone. 
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Figure 3: Who do you go to KTVs with? 

 

The following questions (Questions 7-11) of the survey asked the 

respondents about their perspectives on advantages and disadvantages of 

KTVs in Cambodia. 

 

Table 3: General response of people - Question 7-11 

Q7-11  

Strongly 

Disagree Disagree Fair Agree 

Strongly 

Agree 

7. KTVs are a good 

place for 

entertainment. 
4% 17% 37% 36% 6% 

8. KTVs is a good 

place of celebrating 

party. 
3% 20% 39% 33% 5% 

9. KTVs provide jobs 

for many Cambodian 

people. 

14% 35% 28% 20% 3% 

10. KTVs bring much 

benefit for the 

Cambodian 

government. 

30% 42% 19% 6% 3% 

11. Should the govt 

allow KTVs in 

Cambodia? 

24% 31% 34% 8% 3% 
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Table 4 looks at the results from the questionnaire concerning the 

disadvantages of KTVs. 
 

Table 4: General response of people - Question 13-23 

Q 13 - 23 

Strongly 

Disagree  
Disagree  Fair Agree  

Strongly 

Agree 

13. People spend a lot 

of money for KTV 

entertainment. 

2% 8% 13% 52% 25% 

14. Some KTVs 

owners hire girls to 

perform sexual acts 

with the customers. 

8% 10% 11% 46% 25% 

15. KTVs promote 

human trafficking. 
5% 12% 13% 41% 29% 

16. KTVs encourage 

sexual exploitations. 
5% 7% 13% 46% 29% 

17. KTVs increase 

prostitutions. 
4% 5% 13% 44% 34% 

18. KTVs bring 

different diseases to 

Cambodian. 

2% 8% 26% 44% 20% 

19. KTVs ruins 

Cambodian's family 

life 
3% 13% 24% 36% 24% 

20. Many children 

become orphans 

because their parents 

get HIVs through 

KTVs. 

2% 18% 19% 39% 22% 

21. KTVs destroy 

Cambodian culture. 
4% 13% 12% 33% 38% 

22. KTVs destroy 

Cambodian morality. 
1% 13% 16% 40% 30%  

23. The percentage of 

traffic accident 

increases because of 

KTVs. 

1% 11% 16% 44% 28% 
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Figure 4: How do KTVs ruin family’s lives? 

 

In the case of question 24 (see Figure 4), we also asked the respondents 

about “in what way do you think KTVs have ruin families’ lives?” and 38 

percent of respondents said people waste their money by going to KTVs. 28 

percent remarked that KTVs reduced family time. 9 percent believe KTVs 

have brought many different diseases and 8 percent thought KTVs have 

caused betrayal. 17% provided other answers. 

 

Table 7: The reasons lead the people say “Should or shouldn’t go to KTVs- 

Question 24. 

Reasons Should=45% Reasons Should 

Not=48% 

N/A=7% 

Reduce 

stress 

15% Traffic 

accident 

15%  

Happy time 10% Waste time & 

money 

10%  

Family 

time 

9% Sexuality 5%  

Friend time 7% Diseases 4%  

Other  4% Ruin family 

life 

10%  

  Other  4%  
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In the open-ended questions, Q12 & Q25, the answers of respondents were 

categorized by various sections and were discussed. For question 12, “should 

people go to KTVs? Why/why not?” the data collected declared that 45 

percent said “Yes.” Among those 45, 15 respondents said they go for 

reducing stress, 10 for happy time, 9 for family time, 7 for friends, and 4 

have other reasons. And 48% said “No” of which 15 said because they might 

get in a traffic accident, 10 said it waste money and time, 10 said it destroyed 

families, 5 thought of sexuality, 4 gave reason of awareness of diseases, and 

4 had other reasons. 

 

For question 25, 45 percent of respondents believe traffic accidents were 

caused by drinking at KTVs, 38 said it caused by general places, and another 

17 percent provided no comments. The overall results of this survey have 

definitely shown the diversity of Cambodian people’s perspectives toward 

the impacts of the rising of KTVs in Phnom Penh. 

 

2. Data analysis  

The reasons for choosing “the increase of KTVs in Cambodia” for our 

research topic is to know how Cambodian people are concerned about 

KTVs, what are the different opinions about KTVs between the people who 

live in Phnom Penh and in the provinces, and also we yearn to know, are 

Cambodian people aware the advantages and disadvantages that KTVs have 

brought to the society.    

 

From the first three questions of our questionnaire, we would like to know 

about our participants’ gender, age and location in order to clarify the 

response from different gender, level of age and the different opinions 

between people in Phnom Penh and the provinces. With respect to age, we 

tried to categorize all the 100 participants into three groups: teenagers are 

from 17-20 year olds, young adults are from 21-25 year olds, and adults are 

from 26 above, for the purpose of determining different perspectives. So all 

the questions and responses below will show in detail about how Cambodian 

people think about KTVs. 
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Table 8: General responses of people - Questions 4-6 

 Phnom Penh Provinces 

  Go Never go  Go Never go  

   80% 20%  66.6% 33.3%  

 Q.4 Singing Drinking Group Other N/A 

 50% 3% 37% 2%  8% 

 Q.5 Always Sometimes Rarely Never N/A 

 1% 32% 38% 28%  1% 

 Q.6 Alone BF GF Friend Family N/A 

 0% 1% 2% 55% 20% 22% 

 

With respect to Questions 4-6, we can say that the young people in 

Cambodia like to go to KTVs, especially those who live in Phnom Penh. 

Table 8 shows that 80% percent young people in Phnom Penh and 66.6 % 

percent in the provinces, like to go to KTVs for singing pleasure, reducing 

stress or they go there by group to celebrate some of their events.  But the 

most interesting point is around 20% percent of the participants have family 

gathered for some of the reasons as above. On the other hand, only 1% and 

2% percent respectively go with their boyfriend or girlfriend, yet 50% and 

20% percent respectively of them have been there with friends or family.  

 

Table 9 is divided into gender and level of age in order to see more detail 

about how they answered the questionnaire, and the number of respondents 

are shown. So based on Table 9 we can see that 32% percent of teenagers 

and 22% of young adult females have been rarely to KTVs for singing with 

group of friends or family while 14% percent of teenagers and 24% young 

male adults go sometimes to KTVs for singing with friends and family. 

Among the young people who have been to KTVs, 18% percent of 

teenagers and 34% percent young female adults have never gone to KTVs 

but at the same level of age for males, almost 100% percent have gone to 

KTVs. 
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Table 9: Response by gender and different level of age for question 4-6 

Q4 
    Singing Drinking Group Other 

Female=70 

Teen 16 1 10 0 

Young 

Adult 11 2 15 2 

Adult 4 0 2 0 

Male=30 

Teen 7 0 5 0 

Young 

Adult 
12 0 4 

0 

Adult 0 0 1 0 

Q5 

  
Always Sometime Rarely Never 

Female=70 

Teen 0 8 10 9 

Young 

Adult 0 8 
13 17 

Adult 0 2 2 1 

Male=30 

Adult 1 4 7 0 

Young 

Adult 0 9 
6 1 

Adult 0 1 0 0 

Q6 

  
Alone BF/Gf Friends family 

Female=70 

Teen 0 2 13 9 

Young 

Adult 
0 0 18 3 

Adult 0 0 3 1 

Male=30 

Teen 0 1 8 3 

Young 

Adult 
0 0 13 3 

Adult 0 0 0 1 

 

Now we come to clarify of the two main points, which we are concerned 

mostly in this topic: one is the KTVs’ advantages and the other is 

disadvantages.  

 

3. KTVs’ advantages 

Looking at Table 10, most people tended to rank the advantages relatively 

neutral. However, only question 7 was overwhelmingly positive. Questions 

10-11 had much more of a negative response.  Looking at gender, questions 

7-9 had a higher positive percentage by teenagers and females and 



  

149 

 

compared to males.  Females also showed more disapproval for questions 

10-11 compared to males. 
 

Table 10: Response by gender and different level of age for questions 7-11  

Q7 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Female=70 

Teen 0 5 10 11 1 

Young 

Adult 
2 9 14 11 2 

Adult 1 1 2 2 0 

Male=30 

Teen 0 0 3 5 3 

Young 

Adult 
0 2 8 8 0 

Adult 1 0 0 0 0 

Q8 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Female=70 

Teen 0 2 15 10 0 

Young 

Adult 
1 12 9 11 4 

Adult 1 1 4 0 0 

Male=30 

Teen 0 1 2 7 1 

Young 

Adult 
0 4 9 4 0 

Adult 1 0 0 0 0 

Q9 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Female=70 

Teen 2 8 9 8 0 

Young 

Adult 
6 15 8 8 1 

Adult 1 2 1 0 0 

Male=30 

Teen 0 3 7 0 2 

Young 

Adult 
4 7 3 4 0 

Adult 1 0 0 0 0 

Q10 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Female=70 

Teen 8 12 6 1 1 

Young 

Adult 
10 20 6 1 0 
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Adult 4 0 0 0 0% 

Male=30 

Teen 2 6 3 0 2% 

Young 

Adult 
5 4 4 3 1% 

Adult 1 0 0 0 0% 

Q11 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Female=70 

Teen 7 9 9 1 1 

Young 

Adult 
11 14 9 4 0 

Adult 1 2 1 0 0 

Male=30 

Teen 2 2 5 2 1 

Young 

Adult 
2 3 9 0 1 

Adult 1 3 0 0 0 

 

4. KTVs’ disadvantages 

For the disadvantages, we had ten related questions, and most respondents 

tended to agree (40%-52%) or strongly agree (25%-38%). Only question 20 

about children becoming orphans because their parents got HIV through 

KTVs received a higher negative score. We still had three questions to 

clarify about. For question 24 about how KTVs ruin family’s lives, we 

wanted to know what Cambodian young people thought about the 

disadvantages from KTVs. 38% said it was a waste of finances and 28% 

said it takes away from family time. We would like to look back at question 

12, which was an open question asking if Cambodian people should go to 

KTVs and results were divided. 45% said yes, while 48% said no, they 

shouldn’t go (see Figure 5). 

 
Figure 5: Should Cambodian people go to KTVs? Why or why not? 
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The reasons from the group of people say “Yes” were that the KTVs 

provide pleasure time, the people can go there to sing, to dance with friends 

or people who serve there, on the graphic show 10% percent of opinion 

agreement and other reasons are about reducing stress 15% percent and 

family and friends celebrate important events also happen and bring joy to 

them.  

 

Among the respondents who said no, 31% of them said it was because they 

have to spend a lot of money, and other opinions included that KTVs 

destroy the ambience of their family because people don’t control 

themselves when drinking alcohol and driving home is not safe for them. 

15% said that sexuality was a problem, while 12% remarked that disease 

was a problem.  

 

Question 25, the last question, was an open question about traffic accidents. 

We found that 45% say that they have people have gotten into accidents 

because they were drinking at KTVs, while 38% said that drivers were 

drunk from other places, and 17% gave no comment. 

 

 

V. Discussion  

As observing in the data information which was provided by 100 people 

from different ages and gender, respondents were both from the provinces 

and Phnom Penh. Most of them have been to KTVs. Some of them have 

gone with friends and family while a few have gone with their 

boy/girlfriend. The reason that they go there is just to go for singing or group 

celebrations like birthday parties as well, but a few of them drink alcohol 

such as beers. But the results of question 4 and question 25 seems to 

contrasting because in question 4, the respondents said only 3% attend for 

drinking, with the other 50% for singing and 37% group celebrations. In 

contrast, question 25 people responded that 45% traffic accidents came from 

drinking at KTVs’. So we can see that the respondents are students, they 

have answered from what they have own experience and question 25 is 

answered from what they have seen and heard only.   

 

As a result of data analysis, most of people partially agree that KTVs are a 

good place for entertainment or celebrating parties and KTVs bring many 

benefits to people. However, many strongly agree that people who go to 

KTVs spend a lot of money and waste time because they must pay for food, 

drink, the room, and girls for service. Some respondents were concerned that 
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KTVs are involved in human trafficking and break the laws when it comes to 

paying for sex, which can lead to an increase in prostitution and diseases. 

Moreover, it can also affect a family’s love life and Cambodian culture.  

There are many cases that blame KTVs as the cause that ruin family’s lives 

and led to disputes, and violence in the family. A main problem for 

Cambodian society now is traffic accidents, and respondents were very 

concerned that KTVs play a part in this.  

 

Thus, overall we have found that KTVs have both negative and positive 

impacts on Cambodian society, but the negative aspects will affect the 

society, such as prostitution, alcoholism, disease, sex trade, and morality or 

behavior problems.  

 

However, our research has a small sample size and is limited in many ways. 

Many of the respondents are students and the researchers also lack some 

experience, so more research needs to be done to gather more information. 

We agree with other research on “Hard on the Heart. The Risk Factors and 

Vulnerabilities of Hostesses at KTV Venues in Phnom Penh, Cambodia”. 

For instance, the forms of sexual violence experienced by respondents range 

from verbal sexual harassment to being forced to have sex with the 

customers. Therefore, this is a clear example of negative impacts of KTVs in 

Cambodia. 

 

 

VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 

In Cambodia, the amount number of KTVs are increasing every day, not 

only in Phnom Penh but also in the countryside. The increase of KTVs cause 

the positive and negative impacts and many Cambodian people and families 

are concerned, especially the people who are living in the city. Somehow, 

KTVs can serve people with entertainment for relaxation from working or 

studying whenever they feel stressed or overwhelmed with their tasks. KTVs 

play an important role to help people with reducing stress and enjoy fun with 

family, friends, and people that they love. However, we can see, on the other 

side, that KTVs have negative impacts on Cambodia society and the whole 

country. There are many cases that show people die after driving home 

drunk leaving KTVs. Some people have disputes or violence in the family 

because of KTVs, and some people ruin family’s love when they return. 

Many of our respondents feel that people waste too much money and time at 

KTVs and that they negatively impact the culture. They think that people are 
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trying to copy another culture and may forget their own culture by going 

there so often.  

  

Nowadays, from the Cambodian perspective, KTVs are still not an 

appropriate place for Cambodian people, especially children or young 

people. Those places are not the place only for singing but sometimes some 

of them deal with other services like food, alcohol, sex, and drugs. People 

should have their own judgment to what is good and what is bad before you 

decided to do it.  

   

Our results cannot be generalized to all perspectives of Cambodian people 

toward the KTVs because we selected a small sample size. However, the 

study helps raise a small number of people’s perspective and awareness of 

the advantages and disadvantages of KTVs. In addition, this research can 

give some ideas and inform people whether they should go to KTVs or not. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

 

SURVEY 

ON 

THE INCREASE OF KTVs IN CAMBODIA 

 

Dear valued participants, 

 

We, students of the University of Cambodia (UC) are conducting a research 

concerning the topic “The increase of KTV in Cambodia” We would like to 

know your ideas by using this questionnaire.  

 

The main purposes of conducting this survey are to collect data to see what 

are the advantages and disadvantages of increasing KTVs in Cambodia, and 

to know perception of Cambodian people regarding KTVs.  

 

⋆⋆⋆The honesty and accuracy of your responses is highly valuable, 

appreciated and encouraged. All your answers will be kept secret and 

anonymous.  

 

Please answer the following questions with a few words or put a tick (⩗) 

in the box.  

 

Part A: Personal Data 

1. What is your gender? 

□ Male             □ Female 

 

2. How old are you? 

……………………………………  

 

3. Where are you from? 

□ Phnom Penh         □ Province (………………….………….) 
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Part B: Information on KTVs  

 

 Advantages of KTVs 

 

4. Why do you go to KTVs? 

 

□ Singing       □ Drinking alcohol       □ Group celebration        

□Other ( ……….)    

 

5. How often do you go to KTVs? 

 □ Always       □ Sometimes       □ Rarely        □ Never     

 

6. Who do you go with? 

□ Alone      □ Boy/girlfriend       □ Friends      □ Family   

 □ Others (………) 

 

1. Strongly disagree   2.  Disagree   3.  Fair    4.  Agree     5.  Strongly 

agree 

 

No  1 2 3 4 5 

7 KTV is a good place for entertainment.      

8 
KTV is a good place for celebrating 

party. 
     

9 
KTVs provide jobs for many 

Cambodian people 
     

10 

KTVs bring much benefit for the 

Cambodian government. 

 

     

11 
Government should allow to have 

KTVs in Cambodia 
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12.  Could Cambodian people go to KTVs? Why or why not? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………….... 

 

 

 Disadvantages 

1. Strongly disagree   2.  Disagree   3.  Fair    4.  Agree     5.  Strongly 

agree 

No  1 2 3 4 5 

13 
People spend a lot of money for KTV 

entertainment. 
     

14 
Some KTVs owners hire girls to perform 

sexual acts with the customers. 
     

15 KTVs promote human trafficking       

16 KTVs encourage sexual exploitation      

17 KTVs increase prostitution       

18 
KTVs bring different diseases to 

Cambodian 
     

19 KTVs ruin Cambodian family’s life.      

20 
Many children become orphans because 

their parents get HIV through KTVs. 
     

21 
KTVs destroy Cambodian culture 

 
     

22 
KTVs destroy Cambodian morality 

 
     

23 
The percentage of traffic accidents 

increases because of KTVs. 
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24.  How does KTV ruin family’s life? 

 

□ Betrayal   □ Wastes family finances   □ Brings diseases    □ Reduces 

family time    

 □ others…………………………………. 

 

 

25. Could you share some facts about: People meet traffic accidence after 

drinking at KTVs? 

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Thank you very much!!  
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APPENDIX B 

 
Table 11: Response by gender and different level of age for questions 13-23 

  

Q. 13 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 1% 2% 1% 15% 7% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 2% 4% 22% 9% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 1% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 0% 0% 3% 5% 4% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 3% 4% 8% 2% 

Adult 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 14 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 3% 3% 1% 8% 12% 

Young 

Adult 
1% 3% 5% 24% 5% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 1% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 1% 3% 1% 4% 3% 

Young 

Adult 
1% 1% 4% 8% 3% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 15 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 1% 2% 1% 15% 7% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 2% 4% 22% 9% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 1% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 0% 0% 3% 5% 4% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 3% 4% 8% 2% 

Adult 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 16 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 Teen 0% 2% 1% 12% 12% 
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Young 

Adult 
1% 2% 5% 20% 10% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 2% 1% 

Male=30 

Teen 2% 0% 2% 5% 3% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 3% 5% 7% 3% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 17 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 1% 2% 1% 9% 14% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 0% 4% 21% 12% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 1% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 1% 1% 2% 5% 3% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 1% 6% 8% 3% 

Adult 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 18 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 1% 2% 5% 8% 9% 

Young 

Adult 
1% 0% 7% 26% 7% 

Adult 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

Male=30 

Teen 0% 4% 5% 2% 1% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 1% 8% 6% 2% 

Adult 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 19 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 1% 3% 5% 8% 10% 

Young 

Adult 
1% 2% 9% 18% 9% 

Adult 0% 1% 1% 0% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 1% 3% 5% 3% 0% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 2% 5% 6% 3% 
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Adult 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 20 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 0% 5% 3% 7% 12% 

Young 

Adult 
1% 2% 10% 22% 5% 

Adult 0% 1% 0% 3% 0% 

Male=30 

Teen 1% 5% 2% 3% 1% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 4% 4% 6% 4% 

Adult 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 21 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 1% 5% 2% 7% 11% 

Young 

Adult 
1% 1% 5% 14% 18% 

Adult 0% 0% 1% 1% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 2% 1% 3% 5% 1% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 6% 1% 6% 5% 

Adult 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 

  

Q. 22 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 0% 3% 2% 8% 12% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 3% 5% 20% 12% 

Adult 0% 0% 1% 1% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 1% 2% 3% 5% 1% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 5% 4% 5% 3% 

Adult 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 

  

Q. 23 

    Str.Disagree Disagree Fair Agree Str.Agree. 

Famale=70 

Teen 0% 3% 4% 10% 9% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 1% 7% 23% 10% 



  

163 

 

Adult 0% 1% 1% 0% 2% 

Male=30 

Teen 1% 3% 1% 4% 3% 

Young 

Adult 
0% 1% 5% 7% 4% 

Adult 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 
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ABOUT THE UC WORKING PAPER SERIES 

 

 

What is the UC Working Paper Series? 

 

The UC Working Paper Series is a biannual publication geared towards 

undergraduates in order to gain exposure to research. Students may submit 

exemplary research papers, their Bachelor’s theses, or any other work they 

deem to be noteworthy. The University of Cambodia expects the articles 

submitted to be of quality comparable to that found in journals respected in 

fellow academic disciplines. All work submitted to The University of 

Cambodia will confidentially undergo a peer-review at least once from two 

scholars with expertise relevant to the WPS or the article’s content. Peer 

reviewers’ comments are provided to the author(s). The scholars’ comments 

also help to guide authors in their revisions and are used by the series editor 

in deciding whether or not the submission is worthy of publication.  

 

The UC Working Paper Series aims to promote research among 

undergraduate students and is designed to showcase the level to which the 

University expects them to work towards. Successful papers are published 

electronically on The University of Cambodia’s website, which is freely 

accessible to everyone, and a limited edition of each issue is printed and 

available in UC libraries. 
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Dr. Y Ratana 

Dr. Angus Munro 

H.E. Samraing Kamsan 

 

UC Working Paper Series Editorial Board 

 

Editors-in-Chief 

Dr. Suy Sareth 

Mr. Travis Mitchell  

 

Chief Review Editor  

Ms. Samantha Smith 
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Mr. Mauk Peou 
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Disclaimer 

Every effort has been made to ensure that no inaccurate or misleading data, 

opinions, or statements appear in the UC Working Paper Series. All articles 

included in the publication are the sole responsibility of the contributing 

authors who declare in the publication release form that the manuscript and 

its contents constitute an original work by the authors, except as cited in the 

references. The views expressed by the authors, therefore, do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Advisory Board and the Editorial Board of the UC 

Working Paper Series as well as the institution to which the UC Working 

Paper Series is affiliated.  

 

Information for prospective contributors 

The UC Working Paper Series welcomes all manuscript submissions from 

UC and non-UC graduate students who are interested in publishing their 

work with The University of Cambodia. All correspondence concerning 

manuscript submissions for publication in the UC Working Paper Series 

shall be sent to the Dean of the School of Undergraduate Studies at 

dean_ud@uc.edu.kh or UC Main Campus: Northbridge Road, Sangkat Toek 

Thla, Khan Sen Sok, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Mailing Address: P.O. Box 

917, Phnom Penh 12000, Cambodia. The University of Cambodia and the 

UC Working Paper Series Board reserve the right to publish or not publish 

any submission entirely at their discretion.  

 




