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Abstract 

The emotional relationship between parents and child is very 

important as it can impact children’s growth and education. This 

research was conducted to understand more about this relationship 

in the Asian context, specifically in Cambodia. One hundred 

students from The University of Cambodia were given an online 

questionnaire to discover their perspectives on this topic, and the 

results showed that they believe that parental involvement is 

essential in achieving positive educational results; they also believe 

that good parents raise children with discipline and good moral 

values. Respondents pointed to economic circumstances, 

geographic location, and history for some parents’ lack of care and 

responsibility for their children, which can lead to depression, 

anxiety, lower educational achievements, and other problems. 

Overall, parent-children relationship form the foundation for the 

child’s personality, choices, and behavior. 

 
 

I. Introduction 

 
1. Background of the study 

There are many topics that talk about psychology, and they mainly focus on 

the basic emotions of human nature (M.D., & Belsky, J. 2011). According to 

Frank Perderson and his colleagues, research shows that the relationship 

between spouses and the relationship between parents-children are linked 

together (Perderson 1977). Thus, this means that the relationship between 

father-child, mother-child, and mother-father are interrelated. For example, 

when a mother and father show positive affection toward each other, the child 

also receives positive affection from his or her parents. In contrast, when 

parents show negative affection like violence, it also affects the child 

negatively.  

However, in different countries due to the differences in culture, parents show 

different affection toward their children. For instance, in Asia parents tend to 
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be very strict with their children, but in Western countries parents tend to give 

their child more freedom to explore themselves in the outside world. In fact, 

Cambodia is also one Asian country where older people have the old mindset 

that likes to control their child and likes to tell them what to do. According to 

the Mclelland Institute, many children from the new generation are influenced 

by Western culture and thus have different mindsets from their parents, which 

could lead to the lack of communication and emotional bonding. For instance, 

the way that Asian parents support and monitor their children may differ from 

Western parents because concepts of parenting style are different to them. For 

example, Chinese American adolescents report lower parental warmth 

perhaps because their parents show “care” differently than Western parents 

(Mclelland Institute). 

 

2. Problem statement 

A healthy relationship between a parent and a child is really essential for a 

child to have a healthy personality when they grow up and avoid any kind of 

mental disorder. However, the problem between parents and children in 

Cambodia is still highlighted due to generational differences. As the parents 

in the past grow up in an environment where there was a lot of violence going 

on like during the Cold War or Khmer rouge, those parents tend to be more 

violent toward their child (Heinrich Böll Stiftung). However, for some modern 

parents, they are more likely to understand and listen to their child more. By 

building this mutual respect and good communication, they may lead to a 

healthier and happier family because of the different styles in parenting. In 

this study, we aim to find out the perspectives of university students on their 

relationship with their parents, whether they emotionally understand each 

other or not. Emotionally understanding each other is very important for both 

parents and children because it could help children to get warmth love from 

their parent, and it could increase the performance of children in education 

field and other fields (Fomby & Cherlin, 2007; McLanahan, Tach, & 

Schneider, 2013). 

 

3. Research question 

To conduct the research there is one question that needs to be addressed is 

“What is the UC students’ perspectives on emotional relationships with their 

parents?” 

 

4. Significance of the research study 

In this study we aim the help reader the gain more knowledge toward the 

importance of emotional bonding between parent and child. It will also  serve 
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as a supporting document for future studies, since there is very little research 

on this topic. In addition, it can also help the reader to understand how 

parenting styles can affect children emotionally and help the reader to become 

better at parenting. Furthermore, it will also help the future parenting style of 

the reader to think twice before deciding to take any aggressive behavior 

toward their child. 

 

5. Limitations 

We conducted this research which focused on the perspectives of The 

University of Cambodia’s students and only gave questionnaires to 100 

people. 

 

II. Literature Review 

 
1. Formation of emotional relationships between parents and children 

The relationship between parents and child is unique, and it is one of the most 

important among the relationships in human beings. A good relationship of 

parents-child also works as a significant role that impacts child growth. This 

relationship lays the foundation for the child’s personality, life choices and 

overall behavior. Therefore, there are many kinds of relationships between 

children and parents.  

 

There are different kinds of attachment relationships that can be put into 

different categories.  Those categories can describe children’s relationships 

with both parents and childcare providers. Research on the types of parents-

child relationships has found that there are at least four attachment categories, 

and each category describes the ways that children act and the ways that adults 

act with the children. Therefore, the first category of parents-child relationship 

is secure relationship, which a child feels comfortable by having good care 

from parents, such as when they take them to school or pick them up then 

would be able to be there when the child needs them, and always be their 

supporter.  

 

The next category is avoidant relationships, in this category means that the 

relationships of parents and children are not secure at all. However, in this 

category child are more independent than in a secure relationship, and they do 

not often ask for help then they might have difficulty to play with other child 

who have the same age. And parents might not know what their child’s need 

since their child are independent and can depend on themselves without 

having parents around. The third category is ambivalent relationships which 
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mean parents might respond for what their needs are and sometime they don’t 

ever respond to the needs of their child so basically child wants to get the 

attention from the parents and they always change their behavior to get 

attention from their parents. Last but not least are disorganized relationships.  

Within this category children always speak or do something that seems to 

make no sense, and parents always respond to their child’s needs but the 

response usually doesn’t fit their needs. But within this four categories, those 

are depended on the culture that child is in and the situation of the family as 

well (Athealth, 2013). 

  

The dynamics of identity development and separation of individual parents-

child relationships are related to the psychosocial maturation. According to 

(Sabrina Koepke, Jaap J.A Denissen, 2012), “Psychological approaches to 

identity development and separation–individuation is presented with a focus 

on how the role of parents has been covered by approaches to identity 

development and on how general mechanisms of identity change could be 

filled with content by processes of separation–individuation. Afterwards, 

dynamics of identity development and separation–individuation are integrated 

based on the conceptualization of parents and children as two interrelated 

identity systems.” 

 

Parenting is a complex activity that includes a significant influence on child 

outcomes. Parenting style has separated into two different elements such as 

parental responsiveness and parental demandingness. As the result, parental 

responsiveness refers to as parental geniality or being supportive; and 

according to (Baumrind, 1991, p. 62), “the extent to which parents 

intentionally foster individuality, self-regulation, and self-assertion by being 

attuned, supportive, and acquiescent to children's special needs and demands”. 

Another one is parental demand refers to behavioral control, so parents make 

on children to become combined into family whole and by their majority 

demands and disciplinary efforts in order to willingness to confront the child 

who disobeys (Baumrind, 1991, pp. 61-62). 

 

2. Parent-children relationships in Asia  

The way that a child was raised has a big impact on children, and children 

seem like a blank paper so they can follow as what they see. Parents are models 

for their children The influence of attitudes on parenting behaviors has been a 

common issue because parenting affects children’s development and 

determines how independent that they will be and how much of a leader they 

will be. Everything that children learn and experience in their formative years 
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influences their future and special the leadership style (Avolio, Rotundo, & 

Walumbwa, 2009; Darling, & Steinberg, 1993; Hughes, 2013).  Reasoning 

with children when establishing controls, and reaffirming the controls through 

rewards or disciplinary measures, enhances the emotional development of 

children (very well, 2014). 

 

Accordingly, this theory maintains that culture as a longstanding system of 

values or other ideas in society influences the members of society through 

socialization, enculturation, teaching and learning and other requirements that 

induce conformity. Pertinent to the parent-child relationship is such norms or 

ideologies as familism, collectivism, communitarianism, relationalism, 

Confucianism (Chan and Mcneal 2003, Kroeger 2005). Children who are 

raised in different cultures might grow into different personalities, because the 

cultural theory results to the import of value norms, history, ideas, traditions, 

learning, ritual, socialization, indoctrination, and conformity for shaping 

parent child relationships since the cultural changes the way that parents think 

and ideas toward children (Thomas 2001, Yao 2001). If we compare the 

parenting in Asian and Western, most Asian parents are likely to punish their 

children when they do something wrong and this kind of action has become 

cultural to Asians, unlike in the Western world where parents believe that child 

should not feel pain because pain is detrimental to a child’s emotional 

development and they think that hitting a child is against the law. In this case, 

we can see that the influence of culture and tradition to parenting are affected 

by parental and the relationship between parents-child. Asian parents tend to 

be stricter than others; their cultural element characterizing the group 

dimension are group orientation, harmony, collectivism, interdependent, 

reciprocity, communalism, familism, empathy, tightness, and relationship 

concern (Kim, K., Cheng, Y.-P., Zarit, S. H., & Fingerman, K. L. 2014). 

 

For Cambodians, according to Charity World Vision Cambodia parents are 

likely to punish their child for wrong doing since the influence of Khmer rouge 

that Cambodia parents used to deal with. During that time they used 

punishment as a common tool to teach and lead people so most Cambodians 

are impacted by the culture of punishment for teaching and controlling 

children when they do wrong.  

 

The violence experienced by the parent generation during the War has 

influenced communication styles and behavior between the generations. 

Violence is used between couples and in the practice of beating children for 

the purpose of punishment. However, the loss of family members during the 
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Civil War is mentioned in the same context, with single parents suffering from 

survivor guilt and mental health problems. Good mental health in turn is seen 

as important for good self-esteem of the parents and the ability to control 

emotions, especially anger. Since a good mental health helps to improve the 

standard of children development, nowadays Cambodian parents also praised 

their children when they want them to so something or do something good, 

but they think that to praise their children, sometimes can make them feel too 

much confident, and they don’t want their child being an over confident on 

themselves so they think direct praise is not useful but verbal praise is only 

appropriate when something outstanding has happened (ICS, 2014). 

 

For Chinese people who are deeply influenced by Chinese culture’s emphasis 

on Confucian principles, collectivism, and learning are likely to have distinct 

development of emotion in learning which in turn impact their social 

adjustment. Chinese parenting methods are more likely to be similar to “Tiger 

parents” (Amy Chua, 2011). Tiger parents try to reinforce higher levels of 

psychological and behavioral control over their children than other parents. 

Tempering a child's self-esteem may be part of this strategy without 

considering the emotion of children. They also have harsh discipline 

techniques in modern Chinese families. According to larger sample conduct 

in mainland China (Wang and Liu, 2014) more than 80% of parent with 

children age 3-6 reported the use of psychological aggression, and 70% 

reported the use of corporal punishment during the previous years. 

 

3. How relationships between parents-child affect children’s education 

Family environment has a strong influence on its members, both parents and 

children. Especially for children, the impact of parents-child relationships will 

influence their future life. Currently in China and Indonesia, many problems 

arise in parents-child relationships which can lead to negative effects to 

children’s mental health. Crises in families due to lack of positive parents-

child relationship impact children’s emotional, personality, educational, and 

social behavior (Willacy, 2013).  Positive parent-child relationships provide 

the foundation for children’s learning. With parents’ sensitive, responsive, and 

predictable care, young children develop the skills they need to succeed in life. 

Early parent-child relationship has powerful effects on children’s emotional 

well-being (Dawson & Ashman, 2000). 

Parenting involvement in a child's education is a critical role to lead a child to 

be successful in their study journey. The support from the parent will let the 

child be more engaged with their study, social and a better outcome of their 

study. According to the Global Partnership for Education, parents should be 
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actively involved in their children’s education, and be part of efforts to ensure 

that all children receive a quality education. When a parent and child have a 

good relationship, it helps the child succeed in their study life. Studies also 

indicate that parental involvement is most effective when viewed as a 

partnership between educators and parents (Davies, 1996; Emeagwali, 2009; 

Epstein, 2009). This saying shows the revered position of a parent in society 

and the influence he or she is expected to have on a child. Even the Cambodian 

constitution highlights that “mother and father shall have the obligation to take 

care of their children, to bring them up and educate them in order to become 

good citizens” (Constitutional Council, Kingdom of Cambodia, 2015, Art 47).  

Some Cambodian parents don’t believe that their involvement in their 

children's education will improve their children's studies. In addition, some of 

their children are still out of school, drop out, have low attendance in class, 

low-class achievement, and misbehave at school. Besides that, while many 

children are at school, a big amount of children are still in the workplace to 

earn money for helping their family, especially in the rural areas, and there is 

still evidence of child exploitation (Ministry of Planning 2000).  

 

According to Chia-Hui Chiu, and Hwa-Wei Ko (2005), there is a wide range 

of factors of parent's engagement. Referring to the partnership between 

parental factors and children's reading manners and behavior, children who 

have a parent involved in their reading are more likely to enjoy reading than 

the children who don't have a parent engaged. The involvement of parents in 

their child’s study such as reading sessions is a significant positive influence 

to the child 's habit of reading and it is not just to achieve child comprehensive 

language or expressive language but it helps the child to make an interest in 

reading and enjoy it. Moreover, the Indonesian government through the 

Ministry of Education has begun to emphasize the importance of parental 

involvement and community participation in children's education, and parent 

involvement in children’s learning at home provide them with a better 

outcome of education result, but in this case we compare the involvement 

based on parent’s education between urban and rural areas. Parents in urban 

areas tend to be more educated and involved in their child’s education by 

doing activities such as volunteering at their child’s school, joining the 

decision making process or collaborating in their community compared to 

lower educated parents; in contrast, parent in rural areas are not as involved in 

their child’s education and volunteer less often compared to parents in urban 

areas (Yulianti, Kartika & Denessen, Eddie & Droop, Mienke, 2018).  
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Chavkin and William (1985) stated that parents are a good partner for children 

learning because their participation will help students learn success at school 

such as improving the quality of education, their child’s academic 

achievement, and help the connection between home and school activities. 

And according to Cambodia’s Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport (2005), 

in addition to having child friendly school programs, parents should create a 

supportive home environment by providing them basic needs, helping them 

with homework, providing useful supervision, and holding good attitudes/ 

behaviors towards their children’s education.  

 

One researcher, Thoun Sokea (2013), conducted research with data collection 

done with parents whose children came from two primary schools, grade 6 in 

Kompong Speu Province within two classes of grade 6 students. Based on 

their answers of parents and children, Thoun found that the parents had a 

significant role for their children’s achievement at school. He found strong 

evidence that the parental involvement positively influenced their children’s 

education, learning motivation, perservnece and social behavior. The most 

determinative factors in parental involvement are a good home situation and 

parents’ beliefs and high expectations in their children’s success at school.  

 

In conclusion, good parenting is vital for the development of a child’s growth 

and the relationship between parents and children plays an important part that 

impacts a child’s mental health, education and behavior. Parents are the first 

teachers to their child and their actions always affect the child to behave but 

the concept of culture and history of each individual country has influenced 

the parents’ mindset of being a parent. Furthermore, a good relationship 

between parents and children is the most critical to a child’s education, since 

the more involved a parent is in their child’s education, the more the child is 

likely to enjoy their learning and the outcome is better than other children 

whose parents are never involved in their studies. 

 

III. Methodology  

 
1. Research tool 

For this research, we used the questionnaire because we wanted to obtain a 

decent amount of information in a short period of time. By doing the 

questionnaire, we didn’t have to spend much, and it was also a quick and 

efficient way of obtaining the amounts of information from our friends at The 

University of Cambodia. Here, we took a quantitative approach. We used this 
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approach because we hoped to understand the opinions, behavior, or attitude 

of our sample group and generalized the result from them.  

 

Our questionnaire was only two pages long. For the first page, we asked some 

personal information from our respondents, but we did not require a name 

from them. We did so to keep our respondent’s identity anonymous. In our 

questionnaire, we used the English language to do the survey because most 

students at The University of Cambodia understand and can write and read in 

English. In this survey, it only had two sections. This allowed our respondents 

to spend just about 3 to 4 minutes to complete the survey. For our 

questionnaire, it included both open questions and closed questions. The 

closed questions were included in the first page where we asked about the 

respondent’s gender, age, and what year they were in. And the second page of 

our questionnaire included tick/box and scale closed questions. Lastly, our 

questionnaire had three open questions, where we asked the person if they 

were close within their family, their opinion on what could affect the 

children’s emotion based on the parenting method, and also the respondent’s 

recommendation s.   

 

2. Sampling technique 

Because our paper is based on The University of Cambodia students’ 

perspectives, all our 100 participants were from The University of Cambodia. 

In this paper, we used probability sampling which is a simple random 

technique. We used this technique because we wanted to collect data from 100 

students randomly from the student at the university. Here, we also use the 

convenient sampling. Because we don’t want to create a burden to the student 

who is busy, we only sent it to those who are on the basis of convenience in 

terms of availability, reach, and accessibility. For this survey, we only 

conducted online survey due to the current pandemic situation. In other words, 

we copied the link of our Google form and sent them to 100 participants that 

we randomly chose. We started to send out our questionnaire to respondents 

since 15 June 2020 and we finally we got 100 participants on 26 June 2020. It 

took us exactly 11 days to collect the data from 100 students.    

 

3. Data analysis 

Since the survey was conducted by using the Google form, we could easily 

and accurately explore the information from there. Google form automatically 

turns the data into the spreadsheets, graphs, and charts, so it was the main 

source that we used to analyze our data from the respondents. And we 

explored the answers from our respondents deeper and tried to find the answer 
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to our questions which was the goal for this project. Lastly, for the open 

questions, we took a deeper look at the respondents’ answers and grouped 

them into categories.    

 

IV. Findings 

 

In our survey, we had two main sections. Before going deeper into the data 

analysis in the second section, we will give an overview regarding our 

respondents. So, in the first section, we gathered the information from our 

respondents. We asked about their gender, age, where they are from and what 

year they are studying in. From the 100 respondents that we had conducted, 

33% were males while the other 67% were females. Additionally, 60% of 

respondents were between the ages of 16 to 20, whereas 33% were somewhere 

between 21 to 25, and the rest were between 26 to 30 years old. In addition, 

from our questionnaire, we also found that 36% of our participants were from 

the provinces all around the Kingdom of Cambodia, while the other 64% were 

born in Phnom Penh, the capital city of Cambodia. Lastly, from our data we 

have come to answer that 22% of our participants were in year 1, 36% were 

in year 2, 31% were in year 3, and the rest are already had graduated.    

 

In section 2 of our questionnaire, we asked if respondents thought the parent-

child relationship is important, and 99 percent of our participants thought that 

yes it was; only one percent of them responded no. When ranked from 1-10, 
we found that 64 percent rate our scale on the tenth scale, 18 percent on the 

ninth scale, and 10 percent on the eighth scale. From this information, we can 

see that the scale from 8 to 10 had 92% of our participants. This result shows 

that parent-child relationship plays an important role in families, most people 

relied on this relationship to grow.   

 

 
Figure 1: How important is the relationship between parents and children, 

rated by our participants 
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We then looked at the factors into why some parents lack responsibility with 

their children. According to Figure 2, it appears that most people agree that 

economic circumstances play a role. 58% of our participants agreed with this 

statement. From here we can say that economics plays a crucial role. Because 

they lack resources like money to support the family, parents may spend their 

time working and cannot take care of their children properly. The second and 

third items were education and personality, meaning that some parents lack 

education and thus they tend to not understand how to take care of their child. 

Moreover, some parents tend to be aggressive, so they do not know how to 

express their feelings to their child. Another noteworthy from our result is that 

a lot of people also voted for the statement that states about family structure 

and their own background. And as Figure 2 shows, respondents believe culture 

does not impact this problem much. Only 12 of our participants voted for this 

factor, meaning that the other 88 participants don’t think culture is to blame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Factors that lead parents to lack responsibility toward their 

children 

 

Figure 3 comes from question 10, which showed that children who don’t have 

care from their parents are most likely experience depression, anxiety, and 

other internal problem (emotional problem). 61 people voted for this 

statement. There were 56 people who thought that the lack of care from 

parents could affect the leaning skills and educational achievements of the 

child. To be more precise, when children don’t get the praise, motivation, and 

love from their parents, they would not have the mind to focus on studying. 

This happened because they think that their parent doesn’t love them. The rest 

of the participants voted for the children’s view of themselves, affect their 

social skills, and high risk of doing something illegal. So, when parent don’t 

pay enough attention to their kids, the kid will feel insecure which can lead to 
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doubting themselves, not having self-confidence, and doing drugs in order to 

escape reality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: The effects on children when parents don’t care for them enough 

 

According to our results, 96% of our respondents this that unequal love from 

parents can lead to have negative effects on children. So, when children have 

problems, who will be the one to comfort them? We found that most of our 

respondents (42%) chose the mother. Only 13% of our participants chose their 

father; surprisingly 25% of the participants chose their friend as the one to 

comfort them when they are sad. This number indicated that children are more 

likely to find their friends to talk to rather than their father. The rest of the 

participants chose their grandmother, grandfather, sibling, and teacher. 

Frankly, there is 10% of our participants try to cope with all the problems to 

themselves and not sharing it. 

 

Table 1 is based on our 13th question where the respondents voted to agree, 

disagree, or remain neutral. So, based on our table here in our statement 1, it 

showed that respondents chose good parents raise children with discipline and 

good moral values, which had the highest average of 3.8. They also remarked 

that the relationship lays the foundation for the child’s personality, choices 

and behavior, as well as it can influence the child’s development. While they 

respondents still agreed with the statement, children having secure 

relationships with their parents can learn to regulate their emotions under 

stress had the lowest average at 3.47. 
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Table 1: Likert Scale  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the last three questions which are the open-ended questions, we found that 

most children are closer to their mother rather than the father. After doing the 

analysis and categorized the answer from our respondents, we found that the 

reason that children are more likely to be closer with their mother rather than 

father is due to the reason that mother is more of a good listener rather than a 

father. Respondents mentioned that they chose their comforter based on 

whoever is with them (49%) and whoever gives advice (27%). The sex of the 

person only mattered with 13%.  

 

When asked about the reasons that could affect children’s emotions, one-third 

answered that neglect impacts them, while another third mentioned that 

parents don’t understand their children. Violence and unequal love made up 

the other top answers (see Figure 4).  
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Figure 4: Causes that impact children’s emotions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, when asked for recommendations, most of the respondents said 

children and parents should support and respect each other and spend more 

time together. The relationship between parents and children is very important 

due to the fact that it lays the foundation for children’s mental health. If they 

are not properly taking care of, it could have a big impact on the children later 

in life. 

 

V. Discussion  

 
The purpose of this research study was to explore the perspectives of UC 

students toward the emotional relationship with their parents, how important 

the relationship between children and their parents is, the effects of the lack of 

parents’ care and responsibility, and reasons why some parents lack of care 

and responsibility for their children. Throughout the analysis, all our 

respondents answered yes to the question “Do you think the relationship 

between children and parents is important?” and furthermore we can see that 

there were 64 respondents out of 100 respondents who answered that the 

relationship between children and their parents is very important, which is like 

the research (Fomby & Cherlin, 2007; McLanahan, Tach, & Schneider, 2013). 

 

Based on our findings, the reasons why some parents‘ lack care and 

responsiblity for their children is because of ecomomic circumstance (58 

respondents) which is similar to the reports of the Ministry of Planning (2000), 

their education (53 respondents) similar to Yulianti, Kartika & Denessen, 

Eddie & Droop, Mienke (2018), their personalities (50 respondents) similar to 

Avolio, Rotundo, & Walumbwa, (2009; Darling, & Steinberg, (1993); and 

Hughes, (2013), and finally their own background (42 respondents) which is 

similar to ICS, (2014).  
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Additionally, according to our findings, 61 of our respondents stated that 

children that lack of parents’ care and responsibility most likely experienced 

depression, anxiety, and other internal problem (emotional problem). 

Furthermore, there were 56 respondents who stated that it can also impact on 

learning skill and educational achievements and social skills (45 respondents). 

This can be interpreted that UC students have very similar ideas to the 

previous research (Willacy, 2013) which has been stated in our literature 

review, part ‘how relationship between parents and child affect to children’s 

education.  

 

Moreover, in the part of rating the statement (table 1) many people think that 

parent-child relationship is the foundation for the child’s personality, choice, 

and behavior (average= 3.69), while many people also think that parent- child 

relationship influence on child development (average=6.68), which is similar 

to our literature review (Dawson & Ashman, 2000 ). 

 

VI. Conclusion and Recommendations 

 
To sum up, we were able to conclude that most of The University of Cambodia 

students understand how important the relationship between parents and 

children is. Many factors that cause some parents to lack of care and 

responsibility for their children and also the lack of parents’ care and 

responsibility that can affect the child’s emotion or internal problem or it cause 

depression or anxiety. Moreover, it also affect on child’s learning skills, 

education achievement, personalities, behavior and also their development. 

 

Even though the results are reliable, there are limitations in this research 

because it was conducted only with small sample size and only The University 

of Cambodia students. We are not confident enough to say that other 

universities or all kind of respondents would respond the same as UC students 

did. Nevertheless, we hope that this research is the foundation that may help 

the next researchers who may be interested in the same topic. Additionally, it 

could be improved with a bigger sample size. 
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Đurišić, M., Bunijevac, M. (2017). Parental Involvement as an Important 

Factor for Successful Education. Retrieved from 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1156936.pdf 

Eng, S., Szmodis, W., & Mulsow, M. (2014). Cambodian Parental 

Involvement. The Elementary  

Family, T. A. (2009, August 4). The 4 Parenting Styles: What Works and 

What Doesn’t | The Attached Family. Retrieved from 

http://theattachedfamily.com/membersonly/?p=2151  

Grusec JE, Danyliuk T. Parents’ Attitudes and Beliefs: Their Impact on 

Children’s Development. In:  

GE Secretariat, (June, 2018). Parents involvement in their children’s 

education: A key to success 

mailto:linakem123@gmail.com
mailto:keokanchana636@gmail.com
mailto:lymalina88@gmail.com


 
 

111 

 

https://www.globalpartnership.org/blog/parents-involvement-their-

childrens-education-key-success 

ICS. (March, 2014). Parenting in Cambodia. Retrieved from, 

https://www.ics.nl/public/media-upload/Files/Report-Parenting-

Seminar-March-Phnom-Penh-ICS-RUPP.pdf  

Kim, K., Cheng, Y.-P., Zarit, S. H., & Fingerman, K. L. (2014). 

Relationships Between Adults and Parents in Asia. Successful 

Aging, 101–122.  

Koepke, S., & Denissen, J. J. (2012). Dynamics of identity development and 

separation–individuation in parent–child relationships during 

adolescence and emerging adulthood–A conceptual integration. 

Developmental Review, 32(1), 67-88.  

Lynette C. Maga. (February 4, 2014). Different Types of Parent-Child 

Relationships. Retrieved from https://athealth.com/topics/different-

types-of-parent-child-relationships-3/  

SOKHEA, T. (March, 2013). Parent’s Involvement in Improving Child in 

Primary School Education in Cambodia. 

http://parent.involvement.in.improve.child.in.primary.school.pdf 

Tremblay RE, Boivin M, Peters RDeV, eds. Tremblay RE, topic ed. 

Encyclopedia on Early Childhood Development [online]  

Utami, E, S,. Guangshu, G,. (December, 2014). Parent-child relationship of 

Indonesia and China families in crisis potential problem risk and 

prevention. Retrieved from, https://www.Parent-child-relationship-

of-Indonesia-and-China-families-in-crisis-potential-problem risk-

and-prevention.pdf  

Yulianti, Kartika & Denessen, Eddie & Droop, Mienke. (2018). The effects 

of parental involvement on children's education: a study in 

elementary schools in Indonesia. International Journal about Parents 

in Education. 10. 14-32. 

 

 

Appendix A 

Questionnaire  

University of Cambodia’s student perspective on the emotional 

relationship with parents-child 

Hello! we are from group 5 of the course called Research Methodology. In 

this survey we want to know about your perspective on the emotional 

relationship with parents. This survey may take 5 minutes. Thank you for 

spending time on responding this.   
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Part 1: Personal details 

1. What is your gender? 

__Female  

__Male 

__Other: 

 

2. What is your age?  

__16-20   __21-25   __26-30   __31 and above 

 

3. Where are you from?  

__Phnom Penh    __Provinces    __Other: 

 

4. What is your education? 

__Associate degree  __Bachelor's degree  __Master’s degree 

__Ph.D. degree  __Other: 

 

5. What is your major? _______________ 

 

6. What year are you in?  

__1    __2    __3    __4    Other: 

 

Part 2: The emotional relationship between children and parents. 

7. Do you think the relationship between child and parents is important?  

__Yes  __No  __ Maybe 

 

8. How much do you think it is important? 

 

Not important (1) - Very important (5) 

 

9. Do you think good parent-child relationship lead to positive outcomes for 

the children and the family? 

__Yes   __No 

 

10. Do you think emotion play an important role in parent-child relationship? 

__Yes    __No 

 

11. Do you think the lack of parents-hood can effect on children's emotion? 

__Yes   __No 

 

12. Do you think unequal love toward children can affect their emotion? 
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__Yes   __No 

13. Does the lack of emotional relationship with your parent affect your 

study ability? 

__Yes   __No 

 

14. Who is your comforter when you have problem? 

 Mother 

 Father 

 Grandmother  

 Grandfather 

 Friends  

 Other:  

 

15 Rate each statements below? (1. strongly disagree 2. Disagree 3. 

Neutral 4. Agree 5. Strongly agree)  

 Strongly disagree   Disagree    Neutral Agree Strongly agree 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Parents-child relationship lays the foundation 

for the child’s personally choices and 

behavior      

     

Parents-child relationship affects the strength 

of their social, physical, mental, and 

emotional health    

     

Children that have secure relationship with 

parents can learns to regulate emotion under 

stress      

     

Parents-child relationship build warmth and 

security for family   

     

Parents-child relationship is trust caring, and 

respect      

     

 

16. Who do you close with your family? why? ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

            

17. Personal views and recommendations: 

  

 

 

 




